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WINFIELD Socceroo 
coach Frank Arok will 
select only players 
who are absolutely 
match fit for the jousts 
with Dinamo Zagreb. 
The Australian team’s 
matches against the fabu- 


Played next Wednesday 
February 3 at traditional 
venue Olympic Park Mel- 


bourne, and on Friday 
February 5 at Sydney's 
plush Parramatta 
Stadium. 


“No player has a right to 
be in the squad unless he 


lous Yugoslav outfit will be js fully prepared,” Arok de- 


HUGHES AT MAN. UNITED 


FRANK AROK should note the name of the 
goalkeeper Brett Hughes (18) as definite material 
for future Socceroo squads. 

He has shone with Ku-ring-gal, Sydney City and 
Blacktown City as well as representing Australia In 
the World Youth Cup finals In Chile. 

Hughes Is able to head off for trials with Manches- 
ter United and will benefit from the highly professlo- 
nal training. 

Demons coach Les Scheinflug arranged for the 
Opportunity through Sydney Olympic’s Eddie 
Thomson. 

The Young Socceroos certainly have been In de- 
mand, with Lou Hristodoulou in Greece and Alistair 
Edwards In Scotiand. 

Jason van Bierk Is with Derby County, but is ex- 
pected back next month. 

Yet another Young Socceroo Is now overseas — 
David Healey Is trying out with Glasgow Celtic, 
whose scout was impressed with his performance in 
Chile. 


— KEITH GILMOUR 


THE HELLAS 


EXPOSE! 
See Page 4 


“The present 22 players are under review. 


ITALIAN international GIUSEPPE DOSSENA will 
link up with national champions APIA-Leich- 
hardt in mid-June of this year. 

The superbly gifted midfielder, currently playing with 
Udinese in the Italian first division, has been contacted 
by Apia through their guest of last season Francesco 
Graziani. 

Graziani will also return as he is now fully fit, unlike 
his sojourn in the year past when he carried a serious 
knee injury here and was unable to take part in any 
matches, 

Dossena was part of the Italian squad that won the 
1982 World Cup in Spain, was on the bench in the final 
and also took part as a substitute in the 1980 European 
Championship in Italy. FRANK COLETTA 
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“Whilst over time the re- 
suits of these two games 
aren't meaningful, the in- 
tention is to win if we can. 

“The 6-0 result against 
Victoria shows that Di- 
namo are ready to give the 
games all they have. 

“We are close to the 


start of one of this coun- 
try's most important Soc- 
cer tournaments — the 
Olympic Games. 

“There are only two 90 
minutes periods available 
to clear up certain ques- 
tions, and we have to 
make the best possible 
use of that time.” 

John Kosmina, the for- 
mer Socceroo skipper, is 


tant coach Eddie Thom- 
son in Saturday night's big 
West End NSL clash be- 
tween Sydney Olympic 
and Sydney Croatia at 


National Coach — Frank Arok 


We can disclose that he 
can expect to be selected 
for the return game at Par- 
ramatta: 


Continued on page 11 


HALFORD’S CHANCE 


IN BRISBANE 


BY FRANK COLETTA 


IF all goes according to 
plan, the National 
League will boast 
another Kiwi in- 
ternational as _ Bris- 
bane Lions attempt to 
snare Paul Halford. 
Halford, the man who 
snaffled New dZealand’s 
first goal in their win over 
Gothenburg, is currently 
playing for Napier in the 
NZ First Division but has 
been posted in Brisbane 
for business reasons and 
there are strong rumours 
concerming his linking up 


with the newly promoted 
Lions. 

English-born, Halford 
first came to prominence 
as an apprentice and sub- 
sequently a full-time pro- 
fessional with the famed 
Derby County. When he 
was released by the Mid- 
lands club he made a bee- 
line for the Shaky Isles and 
made a name for himself 
with the Napier club, play- 
ing twice for the New Zea- 
land All Whites in 1985. 


This story is continued 
on P6> 


under review from assis- Parramatta Stadium. 
‘FLASH’ BACK! 
A‘F ! 
BY FRANK COLETTA 


FORMER Socceroo striker PETER SHARNE seems all set for a comeback 
with the Marconi club. 

The man tagged the ‘Fairfield flash’ in Marconi’s halcyon days of the late 1970's 
has been in full training for over a month now and with the imminent departure of 
Frank Farina, Sharne with his wealth of experience will be a welcome addition to the 
ranks. 

Sharne initially retired in 1985 from the National League ranks but has been 
cajoled into trying his hand once more by his close friend and now Marconi coach 
Berti Mariani. os Me, 

Always one to do things in a hurry on the football field, Peter Sharne is just biding 
his time at the moment. He has no urge to rush straight back in and considers 
himself an 80% chance of making a full return. se . 

He claims he is getting into full fitness and his stride with every training session 
and don't let anyone tell you that the speed of old isn’t still there, it is! 

Last season Sharne was turning out for West United in the NSW State League 
second division. Sharne’s retum to Bossley Park reunites him with Mariani and it 
seems the Fairfield club are looking to their stars of the past to help them along. 

It was all of a decade ago when Sharne, Mariani, Tony Henderson, Roberto Vieri, 
Eddie Krncevic and Mark Jankovics were scaring the daylights of opposition 
defences with enterprising attacking play. 
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SUNSHINE George 
Cross coach John 
Gardiner has already 
made public his plea to 
the club for money to 
buy new players, and 
well he might. 


For on the face of it 
George Cross is the most 
likely candidate to lose its 
NSL place for season 
1989. 


George Cross saved it- 
self from relegation last 
year by a whisker and only 


PRESTON 
MAKEDONIA 
WILL 
CHALLENGE 


ERNIE Merrick did 
wonders in lifting Pre- 
ston Makedonia to the 
runner-up spot in 1987. 


But the conjecture re- 
mains as to whether the 
mid-season change of 
coach bolstered team 
morale enough to have 
Makedonia “playing 
above itself,” or did Mer- 
rick simply turn his team 
into one of enduring 
quality. 

1 fancy there’s some 
truth in both answers but 
the new season will tell the 
true story. 

It speaks volumes for 
Merrick’s faith in his team 
that there has been little 
change at Connor Re- 
serve over the shortened 
summer break. 

Preston’s major prob- 
lem is support and back- 
up for ace marksman 
Steve Smith who is often 
left to play a lone hand up 
front and is troubled by 
nagging injuries. 

On form, both in '87 and 
in early games this year, 
it's hard to fault Make- 
donia. 

In their first Buffalo Cup 
game Makedonia played 
minus six players who 
could easily justify a first 
team place and still they 
easily defeated George 
Cross. 


Makedonia, provided 
the likes of Jackson, Ste- 
wart and Campbell repro- 
duce something close to 
the very high standards 
they set for themselves 
last year, will be there or 
there-abouts when the 
final five is decided. 
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a little good luck (the de- 
duction of two points from 
Heidelberg) and some 
courageous perform- 
ances over the second half 
of the season saved the 
strugglers from Chaplin 
Reserve. 


To count on the same 
good fortune again would 
be folly indeed and 
Gardiner knows he needs 


oe 
new players in a hurry. 

Les Carter comes in 
from.Green Gully but while 
the midfielder is a capable 
player he might not be a 
match-winner. 

Much will depend on the 
mercurial John Markovski, 
the one truly explosive 
player at George Cross. 

Paul Trimboli will be 
missed but Gary Clarke, 
last year unable to get an 
extended first team run, 
will get his chance to prove 
his worth. 


Gardiner is a fine coach 
and he’s managed to get 
as much out of his players 
as one could possibly ex- 
pect over the last four 
years. 


In 1988 he'll have them 
putting in their same gritty, 
determined displays each 
week. Unfortunatley this 
might not be enough. 


PAUL TRIMBOLI 
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TURNOVER 
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ON the strength of just a single Buffalo Gold Cup 
display South Melbourne Hellas might have its 
critics eating their words by the end of 1988. 


After a season of turmoil 
within the ranks Hellas has 
had to completely re- 
shape its side with the 
emphasis very much on 


youth. 

Out go Egan, Crainie, 
Halford, Miranda, 
Stevenson, Laumets and 
McDowell to be replaced 
by Healey, Trimboli, Fos- 
ter, Tassios and Giatos. 

At face value not a fair 


FOR 
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swap and one which 
seems likely to have the 
Middle Park giants strug- 
gling to gain a final five 
foothold. 

But coach Brian Garvey 
seems to have his young 
team playing on a fix of 
adrenalin at the moment 
and zest with his new team 
goes about its job will take 
many opponents by sur- 
prise. 

And one must bear in 
mind Garvey has done the 
job with youth before when 
he produced some re- 
markable reults at pre- 
vious club Heidelberg. 

But even Garvey ack- 
nowledges that over the 
long haul of a league year 
experience is vital and this 
is where Hellas might be 
shown up. 

Much will rest on the 
heads of Wade, Russell, 
Blair and Co when the 


going gets tough. 
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_ BRUNSWICK = Juven-— 
tus have the potential 


to match most of the 
opponents they will 
meet in the NSL this 
season. 


The players are there 
but the right combination is 
the problem. 

At the back Juventus will 
no doubt struggle to re- 
place the elegant John 
Yzendoorn, but Steve 
Marley's move from 
Heidelberg will bolster an 
area where Len McKendry 
coached teams historical- 
ly have little trouble. 


In midfield, despite: los- 
ing young Grbac, Juve 
look immeasurably better 
off than in 1987 with John 
Dowie back in business, 
Scott Patterson injury-free 
and the sweet-moving 
skills of Mike Peterson 
back in hamess, 

But still goalscoring re- 
mains a headache with 
McKendry yet to find the 
combination that looks 
comfortable and capable 
of knocking in the goals 
regularly. 

With Zinni, Lane and 
McGrellis the first-choice 
trio the potential is there 


JUVENTUS NEEDS COMBINATION 
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ANDREW ZINNI 
and perhaps things will fall 


into place as the team gets 
into its stride. 


NEW TIME FOR MATCH OF DAY 


SBS-TV’s West End Soccer League Match of the Day moves to a new time in 


1988. 

As the network begins 
its eighth season of natio- 
nal Soccer coverage, the 
top game of the round has 
now been scheduled for 
one hour at 5.30pm on 
Sundays (Adelaide 5pm). 

Head of the SBS Soccer 
Unit, Les Murray, ex- 
plained the time and for- 
mat change was brought 
in to cater for fans who like 
going to matches on Sun- 
day afternoon. 

“Last year with the 
4.30pm start people we- 
ren't able to make it home 
from the grounds in time to 
see the Match of the Day. 
Now, at 5.30pm there'll be 
a tight hour of action which 
we believe will appeal 
more right across the 
board,” said Les. 

The idea of a highlights 
package rather than a full 
replay brings SBS into line 
with the European style of 
Soccer presentation. 

The first West End 
game of 1988 will be tele- 
cast on Sunday, January 
31 — presented by the re- 
sident SBS expert com- 
mentary team of Murray, 
Mike Hill and Soccer great 
Johnny Warren. 


LIONS’ 


TWO SIDES T0 


Throughout the season, 
a preview of the 
weekend's games will be 

ted in Friday's 
Sport Report at 7pm and a 
review of the round will be 
featured in Sport Report's 
Monday edition. 

Remember, the 1988 
West End Soccer League, 
Sundays at 5.30pm on 
SBS-TV from January 31. 


Dinamo Games 


SBS Is covering the 
Australian tour of top 
Yugoslav club Dinamo 
Zagreb. On Wednesday, 
February 3 at 11.10pm 
(Adelaide 10.40pm) SBS 
will show a full replay of 
the game played earlier 
that evening between 
Zagreb and the Soccer- 


STORY 


BY GREG RUSSELL 


WHEN Brisbane Lions won their way back into the 
West End National League by soundly thrashing 
Adelaide Hellas in the promotion play-offs last 
year, it loomed as Queensland Soccer’s chance to 
regain some lost prestige. 

For much of last year it seemed Soccer was going 
against the Queensland trend. 

While Soccer was Involved only in its local com- 
petition, rugby league (the Broncos and Giants), Aus- 
tralian Rules (the Bears) and basketball (the Bullets) 
were making huge commitments to their respective 
national competitions. 

The regained NSL status was seen by many In 
Queensland as Soccer’s chance to market Itself In a 
blg way, and hopefully in time challenge the giant 
southern clubs on an equal footing. But sadly, with 
the season proper to kick-off this weekend, things 
hardly look that way. 

Lions and the Queensland Soccer Federation 
have found It difficult to agree on anything during the 
off-season and as a result, Lions have plugged on as 
a lone club, rather than a side representing the whole 
of Queensland In the national competition. 

And rather than a razzamatazz marketing 
approach to the new season, the majority of the Ii- 
mited local publicity has surrounded a transfer 
wrangle. 

Lions have a largely home-grown team, in effect, 
only one or two players short at the Bruce Stowell- 
picked Queensland team which drew 1-1 with NSW 
last year. 

They proved they should be more than competi- 
tive and with highly respected coach Juan Cutillas at 
the helm, the team Is certain to be well disciplined. 

But to make this year any different from Lions’ past 
NSL campaigns, the team needed everyone In 
Queensland behind it. That hasn’t happened and it 
could well be respected In the results. 


coos at Olympic Park, 
Melbourne. 

The following Saturday 
at 11.20pm, SBS will also 
replay the return clash 
from Sydney's Parramatta 
Stadium. 

Dinamo, the only 
Yugoslav club to land a 
European trophy, are in 
Australia to ‘maintain 
match fitness for the 
second half of their league 
season which is currently 
in winter recess. 

Poised in fifth place on 
the Yugoslav ladder, they 
are looking for a hard hit 


FOOTSCRAY, at least 
on its night cup efforts, 


has started slowly 
under new coach Mir- 
cad Fazlagig. 

But unlike last year 
when the Blues suffered a 
finals hangover of enor- 
mous proportions —_ until 
mid-year, Footscray will 
pick up. 

The signs were there to- 
wards the end of 1987 as 
the new men the club pick- 
ed up during the year be- 
gan to settle down into 
something like a cohesive 
unit. 


This year Footscray 
should reach its on-field 
potential. 


JUST has a comfort- 
able, experienced look ab- 
out jit, although lack of 
depth in the squad could 
be telling. 

Gary Van Egmond, as 
under-rated a player as 
any, Eddie Campbell, Ken 
Murphy, Drago Deank- 
ovic, Tyrone James and 
Oscar Crino, now injury 
free, are all now into their 
second season together. 

This should hold 
Footscray in good stead 
as the season progresses 
and, despite early season 
form, the Schintler Re- 
serve outfit is a chance for 
the top five. 


out against the Australians | 3 > 


to have them at their peak 
when the season 
resumes. 

After the 0-1 loss to 
Gothenburg in early Janu- 
ary the Socceroos are 


hoping for a good showing © 


in the series as a confi- 
dence bolster going into 
the Olympic qualifyings in 
March. 
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Keith Gilmour 


Frank Coletta 


COMMITMENT 


LAST year’s cham- 


pions Apia-Leichhardt - 


are committed to re- 
taining their top posi- 
tion on the NSL ladder. 

Their coach, Rale Rasic 
believes his team has the 
drive to continue their 
performance on the field 
for 1988. 

“The club will remem- 
ber last season for as long 
as they live. 

“If Apia don’t at least re- 
peat last year’s perform- 
ance, then they will not be 
successful this year,” 
Rasic said. 


“The team is expected 
to produce similar 
Performances, and Apia 
must live up to those ex- 
pectations. 


“To us 1988 is another 
season. One success 
means more responsibility 
— we are champions and 
everyone will be after us.”” 


Despite the loss of Peter 
Katholos and Hilton Phil- 
lips from this year’s line- 
up, the inclusion of natio- 
nal youth skipper Kurt 
Reynolds and striker Law- 
rie McKinna should prove 
a powerful force for Apia. 

“Our biggest worry at 
the moment is Alex Bun- 
dalo,"' Rasic said. 


“But Apia is a confident 
unit, it's not just what | think 
they can do. The team car- 
ries a lot of integrity, ability 
and pride. : 

“It's easy to climb the 
ladder — but it’s difficult to 
Stay there.” 


Marconi 


Rival coach Berti 
Mariani has rated Mar- 
coni’s chances In the 
forthcoming season as 
“good”. 

“We finished last sea- 
son on a reasonably high 
note . .. we were the most 
feared side at the time,” he 
said. 


“The only team who can 
beat us is Marconi itself. 
To play the game each 
week requires a lot of 
mental attitude — and 
that’s the focus of our 
training. 

“This season will be like 
any other season. It’s only 
as hard as you want to 
make it. | believe Marconi 
have the ability to beat 


dicted more wins than 
losses for his squad in 
the new season. 

“We don't regard 
ourselves as favorites be- 
cause we have eight 
youngsters on our team. 
We'll need another year or 
two in the competition be- 
fore we become a long- 
lasting unit,’ he said. 

“It's going to be a mixed 
bag because of our play- 
ers’ other commitments. 
But we are expecting a 
good year and we feel we 
have the adaptability in our 
squad to do well. 


St George v Sydney Olympic. Craig Moffitt and Pedro Ricoy close in on Peter 


Mariani believes his 
side now has more depth 
and strength and if it can 
Perform consistently, Mar- 
coni will be contending for 
top honors. 


ae 


Marconl's FRANK FARINA puts the heat on Sydney 
Croatla’s captaln/coach VEDRAN ROZIC. Can 


Rozic lead Croatia to the title? Will Farina head for 
Holland or possibly Yugoslavia with Dinamo Zag- 


reb. With all the troubles in obtaining a work permit 
with Dutch club Roda, Farina Is belng sought out 
by Dinamo, who are not members of the EEC. 


OLYMPIC’S NEW FOUNDATION 


Raskopoulos. 


anyone,’ Mariani said. 

The 1988 season will 
also be a learning experi- 
ence for Mariani, who 
takes up his first coaching 
Position. 

“It's going to be very 
challenging. | am clashing 
with people | have re- 
spected and awed, such 
as Rasic and Frank Arok.” 

But his job should be 
made easier with the addi- 
tion of midfielder Peter 
Katholos and Kiwi forward 
Fred de Jong. They are re- 
Placing Steve Maxwell, 
who has gone to Adelaide, 
and Lee Sterrey, who has 
asked for a transfer list. 

Marconi also wants to 
be sure that striker Frank 

= Farina gets a work permit 
to play for Holland. 

“The team has the 
potential to do very well 
this season. If we go on in- 
dications from pre-season 
training, then they should 
be realised in actual 
achievement,” Mariani 
said. 


Saints Alive 


St George’s coach 
Frank Arok has pre- 


PERHAPS it was staleness as well as injuries that often kept Socceroo 
Peter Raskopoulos below his peak last season. 
But this year, says coach Eddie Thomson, ‘Rasko’ has been training brilliantly. 
So, it seems, Raskopoulos and the rebuilding team could group their forces to do 
much better this year than many of the critics will allow. 
With the expected addition of New Zealand international defender Robert tro- 
nside, Olympic will field a very young defence. 
The club is in the glorious position of having long-serving Gary Meier or No.1 Kiwi 
choice Clint Gosling to guard the citadel. 
David Barrett and Steve Georgakis are a solid pair of maturing full-backs, and a lot 
will be expected of elegant Tony Dakos and businesslike Robert Hooker in the 


centre. 


Abbas Saad, Tom Pontidas, Peter Raskopoulos and — as Thomson puts it — 
A.N. OTHER will ply the midfield. 

And the strikers? Sure it will be vastly — experienced ex-Socceroo John 
Kosmina. and then add A.N. OTHER MARK II. 

Newcomers Jason Polak and John Koch will rate spots. It won't be long until they 
make their mark after adjusting to the pace of the NSL. 

So there is Sydney Olympic’s basic unit. It is part one of the haul to the top. 

It ista move something akin to the job Thomson successfully accomplished in 
Sydney City’s last years, and Marshall Soper will be the bonus. 


“We expect to finish in 
the top five.”” 

Arok believes Kevin 
Hagan, Kyeong-Sik Choi 
and Viadimir Tortevski will 
contribute their skills and 
knowledge to the youthful 
St George team to provide 
an entertaining season for 
their fans. 

“We will try to attract 
people to our games and 
give them good value for 
money - and try to win as 
much as possible,” he 
said. 

Arok has retained his 
regular players, although 
Brett Hughes, Slaveski, 
Kulcsar, Kotsias, Coletta 
and Lampropoulos have 
been released from the 
squad. 

Midfielder Pedro Ricoy 
is also out with a fractured 
foot. 


Sydney Croatia have 
been grappling to over- 
come the loss of two 
players, Zarko Odzakov 
and Ray Vilestra. 

But coach Vedran Rozic 
hopes the addition of Alan 


Hunter and Ivan Petkovic : 


team’s 
1988 


will boost the 
chances for the 
season. 

“We are very short of 
midfield players, so we are 
trying to organise the team 
with the players we have,’ 
he said. 

“We should have a 


OLVER, WALLACE 
LINK AT CROATIA 


MELBOURNE Croatia has had its annual coaching change but it seems the 
close-season switch from unlucky Peter Ollerton to new man lan Wallace 
has done little to affect morale at the club. 


That being the case 
Melbourne Croatia should 
be one of the southern 
State clubs at the forefront 
in the chase for honours. 

In the major Melbourne 
move of the summer the 
magnificent Jeff Olver 
switched from Heidelberg 
to Croatia for $26,000 plus 
and he is sure to make a 
huge difference to the for- 
tunes of his new team. 


For the last couple of 
years Olver has spent all 
his time saving the Ber- 


gers from relegation - 
sometimes _single-hand- 
edly. 


In the 1988 campaign 
he'll be comfortable in the 
knowledge that some of 
his work will pay off at the 
other end of the park. 

He'll sit behind a de- 
fence that boasts lan Dob- 


RATCLIFFE, CRAINIE 
AND ALAN BRAZIL 


BY PHIL MURPHY 


THE toughness of 
David Ratcliffe at the 
back and the midfield 
skills of Scot Danny 
Crainie are the trump 
cards for Wollongong 
City as they prepare for 
Sunday’s vital opening 
clash with St George. 

While Fleming is looking 
to big name guest player 
Alan Brazil to get among 
the goals against Saints 
and Preston a week later, it 
is Ratcliffe and Crainie 
who will determine the 
week-to-week fate of the 
Wolves. 

Back in the big time after 
a season in the State 
League, Wollongong must 
be rated an “outside” 
chance of making the top 
five playoff. 

This can only happen if 
Ratcliffe and Crainie avoid 
injuries and Fleming real- 
ises this. 

“We had a dream run 
with injuries in the State 
League so | am keeping 
my fingers crossed it con- 
tinues,"’ Fleming said. 

A bonus for Fleming is 
having centre-half Ray 
Viietstra back from Croatia 
while backer Harry 
Michaels is working on 
having more guest players 
in Wollongong. 

With Mike Hollifield still 
to come back into the back 
four after suffering a 


broken foot, Fleming will 
have a very strong com- 
bination. 


good season. We will try to + | 


bring in a couple of young 
players. Last year’s top 
goal scorer Adrian Ciscato 
will be a good prospect as 
will Krslovic. 


“We still have a team | § 


which can finish in the top 
four in the competition,” 
he said. 

Croatia was the best 


crowd-puller in the NSL = 


lastseason, and the club, 
under president Tony 
Topic, is anxious to see 
that the potential previous 
ly displayed is fully ex. 
ploited to bring in big 
attendances once again. 


DAVID RATCLIFFE 


The coach has been 
able to afford himself the 
luxury of switching Jock 
Morlando to fullback to 
cover for Mollifield while 
David Skeen retains his 
right fullback spot. 

Striker Robert Giraldi is 
also out injured but could 
be back for the Preston 
match while Randall Eas- 
thorpe and Pat Brodnik are 
vying for the other front 
runner's role when Brazil 
goes home. 

There will be a lot of in- 
terest in the performances 
of winger Rade 
Stefanovski who did so 
much to bring success to 
Wollongong last season. 


His ability to continually 
get the ball into the penalty 
box kept teams under 
pressure in the State 
League and Fleming feels 
Stefanovski can be just as 
effective in the NSL. 

“It doesn’t matter what 
league you are in; you 
have to get the ball in to the 
box and Stefanovski can 
be a key player from dead 
ball situations,’" Fleming 
said. 

Realistically, over a rug- 
ged campaign of 26 
games, the Wovles could 
be doing it tough when July 
and August come around 
and will probably be look- 
ing at finishing about ninth 
or 10th. 

The big tip from the Illa- 
warra team is: Watch out 
for an enormous season 
from Danny Crainie. 


son, Robbie Dunn, Alan 
Davidson and George 
Hannah and it will be this 


defence that will be 
Croatia's strength. 

Of course, that isn’t Mel- 
bourne Croatia’s only 


Strength. It has a talented 
and often exciting and un- 
predictable midfield _ bri- 
gade and a couple of fine 
goal-poachers in Alan 
Scott and the elusive Paul 
Lewis. 

At this early stage, even 
without Wallace on the 
park, Melbourne Croatia 
looks the best of the Victo- 
rian brigade. 


ROBBIE DUNN 


© FIFA is to review the for- 
mat for the European sec- 
tion of the 1990 World 
Cup qualifying competi- 
tion and may well decide 
that runners-up in the 
smaller groups will play 
off to decide which of 
them will progress to the 
finals. At present, in 
groups of only four teams 
just the winner automa- 
tically gains a place in 
Italy but two of the three 
runners up would also 
qualify with points, goal 
difference and, ultimate- 
ly, goals scored being the 
determining factors. The 
Welsh Football Associa- 
tion has already pro- 
tested at the decision not 
to hold play offs, as in 
previous years, and FIFA 
are in the process of can- 
vassing other  federa- 
tions. 
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For those who 
take their Sport 
seriously... . 
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SM HELLAS — THE PROBLEM LINGERS? 


BY GREG BLAKE 


SOUTH Melbourne Hellas is to Victorian Soccer 
what Collingwood Australian Rules club is to the 


VFL. 


It is a club full of the 
grandest traditions, rich 
with history and stories of 
success, The proudest 
and strongest of all clubs. 

There’s an unmistak- 
able aura about Middle 
Park whenever you walk 
into the place. It’s high pro- 
file all the way. 

But, just as Hellas sits as 
the paragon of Melbourne 
Soccer, with the succes- 
ses come all the associ- 
ated drama, intrigues and 
innuendos. 

Troubles dogged 
mighty Hellas throughout 
its National League history 
and nothing is more 
appetising than a rumour 
eminating from the home 
of Melbourne’s Greek 
giant. 


says. 

“In the end I'm glad I’m 
going. 

“| had plenty of run-ins 
with Brian Garvey - now 
it’s over.” 

In fact, the players insist 
they weren't intent on ous- 
ting Garvey from his post 
at any time. 

They claim there has 
never been a ridiculously 
titled ‘Scottish Mafia’ nor 
has there ever been any 
players who have pur- 
posely and conciously set 
about bringing down a 
coach. & 

“It's absolutely wrong 
that there are groups of 
players who get together 
to plot the downfalls of 
coaches, or for that matter 
other players,” says long- 


¢, had plenty of run-ins with 


Brian Garvey 
going 


... Pm glad I’m 


— Defender Gary McDowell 


Coaching, playing or 
even administering at a 
club with the mystique of 
Hellas is like sitting on a 
powderkeg. 

And when the first 
whisps of smoke from the 
fuse started to reach the 
nostrils of the eager press 
corp early last year, little 
did we know the powder- 
keg was to explode with a 
fury at Middle Park before 
the year's end. 

The extent of the dam- 
age is yet to be established 
— that will become appa- 
rent as the 1988 season 
unfolds and the largely 
new-look Hellas goes into 
battle. 

What is clear so far is 
this: 

@ Hellas is losing six of 
the best players presently 
in this country. 

® Coach Brian Garvey’s 
standing, at least in some 
quarters, has been subject 
to.criticism. 

e And Hellas, so long a 
club the victim of alleged 
‘player-power’, is no long- 
er prepared to bow down 
to any player's demands 


— Hellas will stick by 
Garvey. 
At the brink 


Everyone knows Gar- 
vey and Hellas walk a 
tightrope In 1988. Such 
Is the penchant for suc- 
cess at this club that for 
all the talk neither Gar- 
vey nor the Chris Christ- 
opher-led administra- 
tion might last too long 
should the gamble to let 
the stars go fall. 

Garvey is quite happy to 
go his own way. 

“I've got my own way of 
doing ihings — | am what | 
am,” he told ASW. Hellas 
president Chris Christ- 
opher stands by his coach. 

“I'm not sorry they're 
going (the players) but in 
the last couple of years 
they've given us plenty of 
heartaches,” Christopher 
said. 

Gary McDowell tells it as 
he plays the game, with 
brutal honesty and straight 
down the line. 

“It's a great club and | 
love Hellas but I'd never 
play for them again,” he 


serving goalkeeper Peter 
Laumets. 

“You certainly have 
strong characters, but be- 
cause Hellas is such a big 
club it is always going to 
draw strong characters to 
ie 

‘Player power’ is 
alleged to have brought on 
the demise of Rale Rasic 
in 1983 and John Margar- 
itis last year. 

In between times looms 
the figure of Victoria's 
most successful coach 
Len McKendry who took 
the Middle Park club to a 
national title in 1984 and a 
Southern Division 
championship the follow- 
ing year. 


Success 
“We had success in 
1984 and 1985 with 


established and experi- 

enced senior players,” 

Laumets explained. 
“Then there was the 


_ coaching change in 1986 


and | don't think the play- 
ers could understand why 
it eventuated. 

“Even then there was a 
bit of restlessness in the 
players and | think it just 
stayed with the club. 

“Being under a coach 
who provides success you 
start to believe what he 
says and do it without 
question. 

“When a new face ar- 
tives he has to do some- 
thing to get the players on 
side and | don't believe 
either John or Brian did 
that. 

“But it's not as if we puta 
boycott on them or any- 
thing.” 

The question of ‘player 
Power’ has hung over 
Middle Park like a rain 
cloud in recent years with 
the popular press happy to 
hop aboard the band- 
wagon and fuel the 
rumours. 

Possibly if this had not 
been the case, president 
Christopher's reaction to 
suggestions of a ‘Garvey- 
out’ faction at the club 
would never have pro- 
duced such a decisive 
reaction. 

As it is McDowell; 
Laumets, Charlie Egan, 


tl fy 
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Stuart Stevenson and 
Danny Crainie, the latter 
already off to big-spending 
Wollongong, have little 
chance of playing for Hel- 
las again. 3 

Richard Miranda is also 
leaving, although for diffe- 
rent reasons. 


“Nobody,"* insists 
McDowall, “wanted Gar- 
vey sacked.” 

Christopher believes 
otherwise. 

“When we engaged 


Brian Garvey there were 
no complaints and we 
thought it was the best 
thing because of his suc- 
cess with Heidelberg Alex- 
ander,’’ Christopher says. 

“We'd been doing well 
but all of a sudden we lost a 
couple of games and then 
talk started of the players 
not being happy with him. 

“What it came down to 
was the committee then 
had to take a decision 
whether to replace the 
players or the coach. 

“We'd done the same 
thing the year before — 
they didn’t like John Mar- 
garitis and we let him go 
and replaced him with 
Brian Garvey. 

“They won't do it again 
— some players had been 
with us too long and they 
weren't going to tell us how 
to do our job. 

“The players are paid to 
do their job and if they 
don’t do it then we'll let 
them go.” 


Stories 


Rumours of Hellas 
players lying down and 
‘throwing’ games pro- 
duced a_ predictably 
zealous denial by the 
players. 

Although McDowell 
admits John Margaritis in 
Particular came into Mid- 
die Park at a difficult time. 

“John was very un- 
fortunate in that he took 
over the players when they 
were still very much under 
the system of the Len 
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McKendry 
McDowell told ASW. 

“But | don’t believe a 
player ever goes out to de- 
liberately have .a bad 
game even if for no other 
reason that winning 
means money in his 
pocket. 

“But the players some- 
how didn't produce as well 
under John as they had for 
Len, | mean we won the 


days,” 


league under Len and 
didn’t make the top five 
next year. Obviously 


something was wrong. 

“But as for the stories 
that came out of the place, 
| mean one of the crazy 
stories | heard was that 
neither Danny  Crainie, 
Charlie Egan, Richard 
Miranda or | would pass to 
the Greek players during 
games. 


“I'm telling you now, | 
went out to win every 
week.” 


Out-of-favour striker 
Stuart Stevenson admits 
having had ‘‘differences”’ 
with Garvey in the days 
when the pair were at 
Heidelberg. 

“The worst is we've 
been classed as rebels in 
all this and we just aren’t,”’ 
he said. 

“Like everyone else we 
still went out and did the 
best we could.’” 

Make no mistakes, no 
matter what went wrong at 
South Melbourne Hellas 
last year the Middle Park 
outfit was in with a shout 
for honours. 

The teams South Mel- 
bourne was capable of 
Putting into battle last year 
had just as much quality as 
any in the land and to say a 
Hellas title dream had 
been torn apart by the 
drama is no exaggeration. 

The coach, the ousted 
players, the club and 
especially the fans are 
hurt, angry, bitter and con- 
fused. 

“Personally | just don’t 
believe people really know 


what's been happening at 
Hellas,” surmises 
Laumets. 

One thing is certain, the 
club has dug in its heels 
and some of the State’s 
top talent is on the market 
with the season just days 
away. 

Laumets, for one, is 
“very disappointed” at the 
events of recent months. 

“Last year | wanted a 
big year for various 
reasons but | started out 
badly,"’ he said. 


Le 
r 


SEE YOUR 


“But | worked pretty 
hard and even though | 
sustained a knee injury | 
played on and really gave 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


ree 


reason | want a move is be- 
cause | could not get on 
with the coach.” 

“Most of the time | just 


itno chance to heal. stood back and watched 
“In the end | was drop- events at the club unfold, 
ped for the St George team “| _knew I'd be the first 


despite putting the club one out and | was. 


ahead of my own well “First one, then, two, 
being. then three and more play- 
“But it wasn't seen that e@fS started to complain 


way and | was really disap- and in the end | think about 
pointed at the way it was 
carried out.” 

Stuart Stevenson was 


quite succinct: ‘‘The only 
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NSL OUTCLASSES DISAPPOINTING 


BY ALEX VESIC 


DINAMO Zagreb was beaten by an odd goal in its 
opening encounter against the Sydney-based 
NSL Select side, but escaped a thrashing after the 
locals missed a number of scoring opportunities. 


And while the organis- 
ers of this tour could count 
their blessings for the 
opportunities missed, 
which might have ruined 
promoters hopes of further 
good crowds, there was 
another smiling face at the 
end of this match - that of 
Frank Arok, the national 
coach. 

And he had every 
reason to smile, after 
Robbie Slater and John 
Kosmina put on superb 
performances against the 
visitors. 

Robbie Slater came on 
for the injured Zarko Odza- 
kov after only 17 minutes 
of play and immediately 
stamped his authority on 
this game. 

Midway through the first 
half he slammed an un- 
stoppable drive, following 
an indirect free kick just in- 
side Dinamo's penalty 
area which thumped 
against the underside of 
the crossbar and just out- 
side the goal line before 
being cleared. 

In the closing stages of 
the first half Slater pro- 
vided the cross for Gra- 
ham Arnold at the far post 
and Ibrahimovic, in goal 
for Dinamo, was _ beaten. 
Alas, the woodwork got in 
the way once again. Kos- 
mina picked up the re- 
bound but slammed it over 
the bar from close range. 

With eight minutes to go 
in the match Slater was 
through, yet again to pro- 
vide a low cross for Scott 


Ollerenshaw who blasted 
it over the bar from only 
eight metres out. 

Then came a thunder- 
bolt by Slater in the 89th 
which Ibrahimovic partied 
to the feet of Kosmina. 
Another shot followed but 
the Dinamo keeper was on 
the spot to save. 

Former Socceroo John 
Kosmina, who missed a 
couple of opportunities 
during the opening half, 
gave notice with one of the 
best displays to date. 

Described by his coach, 
Eddie Thomson, as the 
“best target man’’ in the 
country, Kosmina proved 
him correct by holding the 
ball against two or three 
opponents at times and 
distributing to perfection. 

Then came a _ typical 
Kosmina effort following a 
Grbevski cross on the left 
flank. He slid forward to 
nudge the ball through the 
legs of Ibrahimovic to give 
the Sydney side a 1-0 lead 
in the 53rd minute. 

A Drazen Besek cross in 
the 61st found an un- 
marked Zvonimir Boban at 
the far post but his shot 
was blocked and Viado 
Kasalo gratefully 
accepted the rebound to 
hit the roof of the net and 
equalise. 

Few minutes later Craig 
Moffitt was sent off, after a 
clash with Harris Skoro 
which sent the Yugoslav 
international sprawling. 

Boban missed an 
opportunity two minutes 


later when facing Gibson, 
but few believed that an 
under strength Sydney 
side could do much to stop 
the visitors for the remain- 
der of this match. 

However, the locals 
were not to be denied as 
Raskopoulos pushed a 
through ball for Graham 
Amold. As Dinamo play- 
ers claimed offside the 
Socceroo striker found the 
net, 2-1. 

On the stroke of full time 
Deveric headed wide from 
close range but it would 
have been an injustice had 
that one found the net. 

The home side played 
with an unexpected fluen- 
cy and dominated pro- 
ceedings for much of the 
match with the second half 
providing far more en- 
tertainment then the first. 

Eddie Thomson's outfit 
collected five cards during 
this match but that was not 
going to erase a happy 
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smile on his face after- 
wards. 

“The result of this match 
was of little importance, 
we tried to entertain and | 
am sure we succeeded. 
Robbie Slater had a blin- 
der. He was definitely the 
best player on the park,” 
said Thomson. 

Dinamo coach Miroslav 
Blazevic was also full of 
praise for Slater. ‘He was 
energetic and fast, difficult 


to control indeed,” 
Blazevic said. 
NSL SELECTION: Gibson 


(Meler 69m), Hooker, Dakos, 
Moffitt (sent off 63"), Jennings, 
Odzakov (Slater 17m), Rasko- 
poulos (Ollerenshaw 69m), 
Grbevski, Kosmina, Amoid. 
DINAMO ZAGREB: Ibrahimo- 
vic, Pavlicic, Kasalo (Arslanovic 
75m), Istvanic, Matic (Besek 
46m), Dimitrijevi: (| 46m), 
Munjakovic (Lulic 82m), Boban, 
Stora, Agke (Deveris 7m). 
eee: 


TWO prominent Soccer administrators received 
honours in the Bicentennial Year awards announced 


on Australia Day. 


Both received the distinction of becoming Members of 
the General Division of the Order of Australia (AM), and 
both citations particularly recognised their services to 


Soccer. 


fan Brusasco, an alderman of Brisbane City Council, is 
the long-serving president of the Queensland Soccer 
Federation and the former Australian Soccer Federation 


vice-president. 


His name has been so synonomous with the cause of 
Queensland Soccer that it would be difficult to recall the 


game without him. 


Prominent businessman Alex Pongrass has been the 
strength behind the St George-Budapest Soccer Club Ltd in 


the Sydney suburb of Mortdale. 


He is the father figure behind the well-conducted St 
George Soccer Club, one of the most innovative clubs in 


Australian Soccer history. 


All will join to congratulate them on their well merited 


recognition. 


BY GREG BLAKE 


THE VICTORIAN state team crashed to its most shattering defeat in thirteen 
years when Dinamo Zagreb smashed them 6-0 at Olympic Park on Monday 


night. 


THE Vic. performance 
had the press corps scur- 
tying for the record books. 
The last time the state had 
slumped to a similar extent 
was way back in 1970, 
when they were beaten 
7-1 by Moscow Dynamo. 


Yet the locals matched it 
with Dinamo Zagreb until 
half-time and the 1-0 de- 
ficit could easily have been 
a 2-1 lead to Victoria. 

But after the break the 
Vics were trounced, out- 
classed and generally 
thrashed in an embarras- 
ing display. 

Playing a _ delightfully 
light-footed brand of con- 
tinental Soccer, Dinamo 
powered away in the 
second half with the skip- 
per Mladen Munjakovic in- 
Spirational. Zvonimir 
Boban lived up to all his 
pre-game press and the 
elegant but lethal Haris 
Skoro was just that. 

Indeed, apart from a 
couple of defensive 
lapses, Dinamo turned on 
such a wondertul brand of 
almost exhibition Soccer 
that Victorian coach Tim 
White was left lamenting: 
“They tore us apart."” 

“Perhaps we gave 
them a little too much re- 
spect — but all credit to 
them,” was White’s final 
summation. 


Jn the first outing for the 
state team since 1984 the 
Victorians looked im- 
pressive early until the 
22nd minute, when a long, 
raking cross from Mun- 
jakovic was hit awkwardly 
by Davor Matic. 

His effort took a wicked 
bounce and Jeff Olver 
could only fumble the ball 
over the line. 


ANGEL 
POSTECOGLOU 


Paul Lewis and poor 
Joseph Biskic could both 
have equalised with the 
latter the unluckiest of the 
pair in the 41st minute 
when Angelo Postecog- 
lou, one of the best early 
for Victoria, managed to 
drive a low hard cross to 
the far post. Biskic could 
only sky the ball over an 
open goal. 

Twenty minutes into the 
second half Victorian cen- 
tre half Steve Blair headed 
home for an expected 1-1, 
but referee John Fraser 
ruled that he had infringed 
and the goal was disal- 
lowed. 


Within a minute the pro- 
cession began at the other 
end, as Skoro made it 2-0 
with a delightfully weight- 
ed shot from 15 metres. 

It just all came together 
for the visitors as they 
showed just how well in 
tune they were, and they 
began gliding into attack in 
waves. 

Munjakovic put Skoro 
through for 3-0 in the 69th 
minute with the latter final- 
ly rounding a flat-footed 
Olver before angling the 
ball home. 


Lewis hit the crossbar 
for the Vics in the 73rd mi- 
nute but less than two mi- 
nutes later Munjakovic hit 
back to make it 4-0, 
although this his first of the 
night looked suspiciously 
Offside. 


Skoro, with a magical 
dribble to the byline, cros- 
sed to Boban for 5-0 and 
right on the stroke of full- 
time Munjakovic- com- 
pleted Victoria's night of 
humiliation. 


Biskic (MarkovskI 67m), Crino, 
Wade, Zinni, Smith (Trimboll 67), 
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APIA-Leichhardt 
accounted for their 
arch-rivals Marconi 2-1 
in the first round of the 
National Cup at Bos- 
sley Park, but most in- 
terest was centred 
around Frank Farina. 

Is he heading for Hol- 
land and if so, when? 

The consensus of opin- 
ion is that Farina will be on 
his way but as to when is in 
the lap of the Roda offi- 
cials. 

Marconi have sent their 
telex and are waiting on a 
response. Farina will go as 
an Australian, a work per- 
mit has presumably been 
obtained for him and the 
estimations are the fee in 
the end will be closer to 
$70,000 than anything 
else. - 

Meanwhile Farina and 
his team-mates had a dis- 
appointing start to the 
1988 season as Amo Ber- 
togna led his Apia side in 
Sterling fashion to a 
morale-boosting first 
round Cup win. 

Apia set the Fairfielders 

~ back on their heels as ear- 
ly as the third minute when 
Terry Butler tet fly with a 
shot which took a deflec- 
tion off Steve Calderan 


and rendered Bruce 
James in the Marconi Seat 
helpless. 


Rale Rasic's side forced 
home their supremacy in 
the 20th minute when new 
signing Kurt Reynolds re- 
leased Gary Ward on the 
right flank and his cut-back 
found Anthony Parison all 
on his lonesome just out- 
side the area and as 
James committed himself 
to diving at the striker’s 
feet, the ball was chipped 
into the net. 

Despite having much of 


BY FRANK COLETTA 
the possession and show- 


ing initiative in their 
approach play, Marconi 
had nothing to show for it. 

A couple of defensive 
lapses had let the home 
side down and they were 
made to pay dearly. 

The first half proved 
hectic but following the 
half-time break it pro- 
ceeded to become a little 
spiteful. Players were 
diving into tackles without 
fear or favour and referee 
Richard Lorenc had a time 
of it to contain order. 

James was called into 
action early in the second 
half when a mistake by 
Tony Henderson allowed 
Gary Ward in behind the 
defence. The dive at the 
forward’s feet was as 
brave as you would see 
anywhere and Ward in fact 
came off second best. 

Farina had not been 
able to strike up much of an 
understanding with Mar- 
coni’s new striker Fred De 
Jong. The thick-set Kiwi 
had struggled in the first 
half but was showing signs 
of things to come when he 
worked well on the edge of 
the area and layed the ball 
off for the Socceroo in- 
ternational, whose finish 
went wide. 

Tom McCulloch let fly 
with a vicious volley, well 
held by Tony Pezzano. 

The introduction of Zlat- 
ko Nastevski brought a bit 
of guile to the Marconi mid- 
field and it was he who in- 
stigated their only goal. 

With 10 minutes re- 
maining he slung a neat 
pass to lan Gray who set 
off down the wing and his 
deep cross to the far post 
was expertly headed in by 
De Jong. 


a 

It was too little too late 
for Marconi, however 
there was time enough for 
Joe Rizzotto to be sent 
from the field with five 
minutes remaining after 
lashing out at Lawrie 
McKinna on the ground af- 
ter initially committing the 
foul. 


Zajeni 


(Tredinnick | 64m), 


RESULTS ROUND 1 

ADELAIDE CITY 2 
(Maxwell, Sorensen) SUN- 
SHINE-GEORGE 
CROSS 0. 

FOOTSCRAY 3 (Crino 
2, Bozinovski) PRESTON 


2 (Brian Smith). 
BRUNSWICK 1. (P 
Lewis) MELBOURNE 
CROATIA 0. 
APIA-LEICHHARDT 2 
(Butler, Parison) MAR- 
CONI 1 (De Jong). 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 
(Soper, Kosmina) ST 


GEORGE 1 (Pottier). 

BRISBANE LIONS 5 
(Lightbrown 2, Cum- 
mings, Stewart, Druery) 
WOLLONGONG CITY 3 
(Brazil, Crainie, Cokely). 

BYES: Sydney Croatia, 
South Melbourne. 


ROUND 2 TO BE 
PLAYED 
WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 17 
(The draw will again be 
regionalised) 


6 AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 27, 1988 


YUM Pe Oo 43 


KUED 


1987 was a particularly 
good season for him as he 
established a spot in the 


national squad, some- 
thing-he is sure he won't 
lose despite his proposed 
move to Queensland. 


When made aware that 
Greg Brown’ suddenly 
faded from the All White 


scene following a move to 
NSW State League outfit 
Melita Eagles, Halford 
was confident the same 
fate would not befall him. 

“As long as | can play 
and play well in the NSL, | 
see no reason why | won't 
remain in contention. 

“The standard in Aus- 
tralia is so high that my 
own standard won't drop 
off. Hopefully | will be pick- 
ed for the February and 


March internationals 
against Brazil,” he 
stated. 


Lions devour Wolves 


headaches. 


Lions won the tie 5-3 in 
extra time after the two 
sides were locked 3-3 at 
90 minutes. Understand- 
ably the Brisbane team 
were delighted at their 
start and Wollongong a 
little deflated. 


But the real point high- 
lighted in the match was 
that both these teams 
have considerable work 
ahead of them in the com- 
ing weeks if they hope to 
be competitive in this 
year’s national competi- 
tion. 

Lions are strong in the 
middie of the park with 
Russell Stewart and up 
front with New Zealand im- 
port Grant Lightbown, but 
there are serious prob- 
lems with the central de- 
fence and rightback posi- 
tions. 


Wollongong look good 
in the middie of the back 
four with Ray Vliestra and 
Dave Ratcliffe and are 
dangerous on the flanks 
with Danny Crainie and 
Rade Stevanoski, but lack 
a _ midfield playermaker 
and a left fullback. 

And the number of mis- 
sed chances by the visi- 
tors cost them any hope of 
victory. 

Wollongong, whose 
team inclued former Spurs 


BY GREG RUSSELL 
WHILE the spectators were thrilled with the eight- 
goal Beach Fashions Cup battle between League 
newcomers Brisbane Lions and Wollongong, 
both coaches were left with a few worrying 


star Alan Brazil, went into 
the match full of confi- 
dence and had a dream 
start when Lions’ AIS re- 
cruit Alex Cummings 
brought down the English- 
man for a penalty just 


seven minutes into the 
game. 

Brazil showed all his 
class to calmly slot the ball 
into the top left hand 
corner. 


But Lions showed their 
fighting character, which 
at the moment is probably 
the strongest aspect of the 
game, by clawing back an 
equaliser just 10 minutes 
later. 

Lightbown, whose 
powerhouse running and 
deadly finishing were to 
ensure he finished the 
game a clear man of the 
match winner, _ climbed 
above the Wollongong de- 
fence to head in a well 
Placed Nick Meredith 
cross. 

Five minutes later Cum- 
mings, who looked ner- 
vous in his debut, was to 
make amends for his ear- 
lier mistake when he drove 
home a John Ogden cor- 
ner that was neither taken 
by Wollongong keeper 
Warwick Young nor 
cleared by his defence. 

With Brazil making time- 
ly contributions to the 


game and showing great 
skills, good fitness and a 
willingness to work with 
and for his team-mates, it 
was not surprising to see 
Wollongong come back 
into the game. 

Stevanoski, who had 
found acres of space on 
the right flank, created his 
side’s second goal, which 
Crainie cooly hit into the 
net in the 34th minute. 

And then the little winger 
was involved in a good 
team goal which Brian 
Cokely finished off for a 
3-2 Wollongong lead at the 
break. 

The second half began 
with Lions’ young keeper 
Jason Kearton making a 
fine save off Stevanoski, 
one of many the teenager 
made during the evening. 

Brisbane referee Alan 
Kibbler then went on a 
card waving spree with 
Crainie, Meredith, Cum- 
mings and Young being 
booked. 


Later in the game David 
Skeen and Phil Kerr also 
were given early introduc- 
tions to the NSW NSL 
disciplinary toughness. 

As the half wore on, it 
seemed Wollongong 
could hang onto a victory 
until Russell Stewart pro- 
duced a blistering shot off 
a freekick just outside the 
box to level terms. 

With both teams strug- 
giing in the oppressive 
heat and losing key play- 
ers to injury in David Hun- 


OLYMPIC TOO HOT 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
elbowed aside last sea- 
son’s Grand Final win- 
ners St George 2-1 in 
extra time in the open- 
ing round of the Beach 
Fashions Cup at St 
George Stadium on 
Sunday. 

It was a real thriller with 
three excellent goals and 
six yellow and two red 
cards. 

Two spectacular. goals 
from Olympic’s twin strik- 
ers John Kosmina and 
Marshall Soper wrapped 
up proceedings. 

Olympic showed a new 
fighting spirit after Saints 
had hit the lead through a 
mistake by Olympic’s left 
back Steve Georgakis. 

The strapping youngs- 
ter attempted a back pass 
in the 13th minute as Craig 
Moffitt intercepted. Moffitt 
knocked it to Kevin Hagan 
who pushed through for 
Saint's left midfielder Alan 


FOR S: 


Pottier to hit the target from 
10 metres. 
Some power-ladden 


thrusts down the flanks by 
Olympic fullbacks Dave 
Barrett’ and Georgakis 
plus a dynamic perform- 
ance by another youngs- 
ter blond midfielder 
Tommy Pontidas saw the 
Olympic ship back on 
course. 

Soper, making a com- 
eback after being side- 
lined all last season with a 
knee injury, retumed to his 
best. He repeatedly rip- 
ped St George apart with 
his long striding raids cap- 
ping a fine performance 
with a spectacular goal in 
the 107th minute. 

Kosmina too is in for a 
big season this year scor- 
ing a fabulous goal to get 
Olympic back on the trail in 
the 74th minute. 

Pontidas almost scored 
his first goal in NSL football 


INTS 


when in the 34th minute, 
latching on to a Peter Ras- 
kopoulos pass, he turned 
inside the box to unleash a 
vicious shot. 

But Saints’ international 
goalkeeper Mike Gibson 
made a great save, 
pushing the hot drive 
around the post for a 
comer. 

Three minutes after 
halftime Olympic lost de- 
fender Tony Dakos for a 
professional foul after 
being booked in the first 
session. 

Then referee Terry Sea- 
cy ordered extra time and 
in the 104th minute St 
George captain Andy 
Koczka received a red 
card after fouling Soper 25 
metres from goal. ry 


Three minutes later, 
Soper cracked in the 
winner, 


Georgakis slung a per- 
fect cross from the left 


EIGHT GOAL THRILLER © 


ter (Lions) and Jock Mor- 
lando (Wollongong), extra- 
time was the last thing they 
wanted. 

And it proved to be the 
superfit Lightbown who 
rose above the rest three 
minutes into extra time. He 
broke away from the half- 
way after a fine through- 
ball from Stewart and 
charged the Wollongong 
goal, beating Young with a 
low hard shot. 

Meredith, another Lions 
teenager who had a fine 
attacking game, put the re- 
sult beyond doubt when he 
streaked down the left put- 
ting his shot onto the 
crossbar. But the rebound 
fell for Brett Druery to easi- 


ly put it away. 
Later, Lions coach Juan 
Cutillas admitted: “We 


were very naive in many 
instances. We still need to 
do a lot of homework, but 
this side is a big-hearted, 
hard-working team and 
that helps a lot.” 
Wollongong coach 
John Fleming, aghast at 
his side’s missed 
chances, was blunt in his 
after-match assessment: 
“The game was there for 
us, any we butchered it.” 
BRISBANE LIONS: Kearton, 
Hunter (Kerr 41st), Cummings, 
Liddell, Niven, Ogden, Stewart, 


REFEREE: Alan Kibbler. 
CROWD: 2855. 


flank into the box. Soper 
was on the end of it to vol- 
ley home a low left-footed 
shot. 

Saints late in the game 
twice came close to 
equalising, once through a 
flashing header by Scott 
Ollerenshaw and seconds 
later from a 12 metre 
Hagan drive that whistied 
just over Olympic’s cross- 
bar. 

Said St George coach 
Frank Arok: “‘It is early 
days yet and it is no use 
making excuses. We had 
chances to equalise but 
didn't.” 

A ‘jubilant Olympic 
coach Eddie Thomson 
was full of praise by Olym- 
pic's spirited fightback 
saying: “Our youngsters 
Barrett, Georgakis and 
Pontidas never looked like 
surrendering the match 
and kept up the pressure 
which finally saw Saints 
crack."” 


ST GEORGE: Gibson, Green, 
Chol, O'Connor (Fletcher 46m), 
Grbevski, Moffitt, Koczka, Pot- 
ther, Ollerenshaw, Hagan, Ilic. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Meler, 
Barrett, Hooker, Dakos, Georga- 
kis, Saad (Pollak 74m), Rasko- 
poulos, Pontidas, Patslis (Lee 
60m), Soper, Kosmina. 

Referee: T. Seacy. 

Crowd: 3,070. 


DINAMO ZAGREB SQUAD 


HERE is a list of the 
stars of the playing 
squad and the team 
management for the 
famous Dinamo Zag- 
reb team on its 1988 
Australian tour: 
MIROSLAV BLAZEVIC 
— team manager 

Four years ago he was 
successful with Dinamo 
winning the Champion- 
ship of Yugoslavia. He de- 
parted soon after for a stint 
with Grasshopers in 


Switzerland then returned 
last year to Zagreb to take 
charge of 
“blues”. 


the famous 


The highly successful 
coach believes in disci- 
pline and total dedication 
to winning. On his arrival in 
Sydney last week he stres- 
sed the intention to win all 
matches in Australia. 
JOSIP KUZE - Coach 

He is well known to Aus- 
tralian crowds. He came to 
the country as a player a 
few years ago to join APIA, 
but after a spate of injuries 
returned to Yugoslavia to 


retire and take up 
coaching. 
HARRIS SKORO 


He came to Dinamo 
from Zeljeznicar of 
Sarajevo at the start of the 
1987 season for the high- 
est ever transfer fee in 
Yugoslavia. Dinamo paid 
350,000 German marks 
for Skoro. 


A midfield general with 
an uncanny ability to score 
goals, Skoro is presently 
sharing goal scoring hon- 
ours for Dinamo with Zvo- 
nimir Boban. 


He is a full international. 
ZORAN DIMITRIJEVIC 

Joined Zagreb from 
Partizan Belgrade. One of 
the outstanding prospects, 
as a youngster, Dimit- 
tijevic represented Yugos- 
lavia at the under 21 and 
23 evel as well as Olympic 
selections. 

His career at Partizan 
took a nose dive but since 
transferring to Dinamo it 
has taken a new turn. He is 
regarded as a real pros- 
pect of taking a place in the 
Yugoslav A team. 

He is a superb attacking 
player, one to watch on 
this tour. 

VLADO KASALO 

A central defender, he is 
capable of playing mid- 
field. The tall, strong and 
dependable player has a 
superb tackle. He has two 
full internationals. 


ZVONIMIR BOBAN 

A well known Yugoslav 
Youth player who was 
voted second best player 
during the World Youth 
Cup in Chile. 

A superb attacking mid- 
fielder with a shot at both 
feet, he is destined for 
senior representative 
duties with the Yugoslav 
National team. 


ZELJKO CUPAN 

He is a fullback with an 
attacking flair. An under 21 
international, Cupan is yet 
to impress selectors and 
force his way into the A 
national side. 
MLADEN MUNJAKOVIC 

An Under 21 internatio- 
nal. He is known as the de- 
stroyer in Dinamo’s mid- 
field combination. He rep- 
resented Yugoslavia at 


the World University 
games. 

MIRKO LULIC 

A superbly skilful player 
who loves to venture 
forward. 

Lulic represented 


Yugoslavia at the under 21 
level as well as the B 
Yugoslav team. 

STJEPAN DEVERIC 

A former Dinamo player 
who spent the first half of 
the season with Hajduk 
Split. 

He joined his old team 
mates recently and will fill 
the shoes of the club's star 
forward Mlinaric who de- 


parted for France two 
weeks ago. 
Deveric is a full in- 


ternational and plays in the 
forward line, ususally as a 
flanker. 


MUSTAFA 
ARSLANOVIC 

A defender, also akin to 
playing in the midfield, 
Arslanovic is an excep- 
tionally strong tackler. He 
represented Yugoslavia in 
the last World University 
games. 

VLADO CAPLJIC 

The new addition at 
Maksimir, the home 
ground of Dinamo Zagreb. 
He joined the ‘blues’ from 
Partizan Belgrade last 
week. Another full in- 
ternational and the one 
who was brought in to stif- 
fen the defence. 
DUBRAVKO PAVLICIC 

Another member of the 
successful Yugoslav 
Youth team who played in 
the World Youth Cup in 
Chile. He is a defender, 
with a keen eye for coming 
forward. 

MUSTAFA AGIC 

An attacker, he signed 
from the second division 
club Jedinstvo two weeks 
ago. He will be tested on 
this tour on the wing. 

Also in the touring party 
and certain to take part ina 
few games are Damir Les- 
jak, Marijan Viak, and Dar- 
ko Matic. 

Josip Cackovic is the 


» team's physio while Sava 


Popovic is tour leader 
alongside Ivica Krivak. 
Dinamo have taken four 
League titles - 1947-48, 
1953-54, 1957-58 and 
1981-82 as well as seven 


Yugoslav Cups - 1951, 
1959-60, 1962-63, 1964- 
65, 1968-69, 1979-80, 
1982-83. 


In 44 years of its first di- 
vision status the side has 
only been out of the top 
four placings on five occa- 
sions! They are presently 
sharing fourth position 
with Partizan Belgrade, 
are one point behind Red 
Star and three points be- 
hind the leaders Velez of 
Mostar. 


THE 1988 BEACH 
FASHIONS CUP 
REVIEW... 


CRINO DOUBLE 
SINKS PRESTON 


FOOTSCRAY slipped 
and slid its way to a 3-2 
first round Beach 
Fashions Cup win over 
Preston Makedonia 
after heavy rain had 
drenched Melbourne’s 


Olympic Park last 
Saturday. 
Footscray's  Socceroo 


maestro Oscar Crino set 
up the victory as he revel- 
led in the heavy going and 
scored twice to send 
Footscray in with a 2-0 
halftime lead. 

Injury-riddied Preston, 
aided by a Michael Brian 
goal early after the inter- 
val, had an inspired 20 mi- 
nute spell midway through 
the second half. 

The comeback was 
capped by an equaliser 
from Steve Smith who 
scored just four minutes 
after appearing off the 
substitute’s bench. 

But Footscray won its 
way through to the next 
round as  man-of-the- 
match Crino set up Vlado 
Bozinovski for a winner 
with 16 minutes to play. 

Saturday night’s open- 
ing game of the cup double 
header was always de- 
stined to be a raffle as the 
players battled the heavy 
ground in intermittent rain. 

Footscray adapted 
quickly and with Crino the 


REPORTS GREG BLAKE 


master it was appropriate 
he should score the 25th 


minute opener with a 
header. 
Crino’s second goal, 


coming minutes before the 
interval, was a marvellous 
team effort. 


Lujic ran on to a loose 
ball deep in his own half 
and steamed up the mid- 
die before sending Spink 
on his way. 

Spink drew the defence 
before releasing Tapai 
outwide and the diminu- 
tive midfielder centred to 
where Spink dummied 
and Crino, running late to 
the far post, darted in to tap 
home. 

Michael Brian sparked 
Makedonia’s purple patch 
with a 58th minute goal to 
make it 2-1 and twice in 
quick succession Nikitovic 
was called on for quality 
goal keeping as Preston 
stormed forward. 


Smith’s long awaited re- 
turn to the first team was 
rewarded as he knocked 
home a Gojevic corner in 
the 64th minute for 2-2. 

But seven minutes later 
the laconic Crino swung in 
a pinpoint cross from the 
right to where Bozinovski 
was on hand to head 
powertully past Trianides. 


Stuart (Smith 60m) Dimovski, 


Brian, Gojevic. 
FOOTSCRAY: Nikitovic, 
James, Campbell, Deankovic, 


_ JUVE SNEAKS THROUGH 


BRUNSWICK —_ Juven- 
tus won a bone-crun- 
ching struggle for a 
place in the second 
round of the Cup, when 
defender Peter Lewis 
bobbed up with a late 
winner against Mel- 
bourne Croatia on 
Saturday night at 
Olympic Park. 


BY GREG BLAKE 


The goal from Lewis 
came with just 10 minutes 
remaining as he met Mike 
Petersen's free kick with a 


glancing header which 
eluded Jeff Olver. 
Melbourne Croatia's 


faint hopes went out the 
window six minutes later 
when skipper George 
Hannah was carried off 
with a leg injury after a 
fierce late tackle. 

Hannah had no com- 
plaints but the mood in the 
Melbourne Croatia camp 


OSCAR CRINO 


was far from a happy one 
after the sometimes torrid 
encounter. 

Hannah and the other 
Croatia players conceded 
defeat to the marginally 
better team on the night. 

“They were the better 


team, they deserved to 
win,” admitted Graham 
Heys. ‘ 


Brunswick, with Steve 
Marley in for his first game 
since a $12,000 transfer 
from Heidelberg, carved 
out the better of the 
game's rare chances. 

But finishing, or lack of it, 
was again the Juventus 
Achilles heel. 

Coach Len McKendry 
moved big Scott Patterson 
up front after halftime with 
Sean Lane reverting to 
midfield, but still the goals 
weren't forthcoming. 

After the game McKen- 
dry said he was concerned 
about the problems up 
front and admitted he was 
keen to add Gary McDo- 


MAXWELL, SORENSEN GUIDE 
ADELAIDE CITY HOME 


ADELAIDE CITY’S in- 
vestment in two key 
players paid off when 
they knocked George 
Cross out of the Beach 
Fashions Cup 2-0 at 
Hindmarsh Stadium on 
Saturday night. 

Steve Maxwell, bought 
back after a one season 
stint with Marconi, got the 
first goal in the 29th minute 
when he accepted a pass 
inside the box from Joe 
Mullen and rifled the ball 
home. 

Danish import Jesper 
Sorensen turned on an in- 
dividual effort in the 59th 
minute. 


He intercepted a shock- 
ing back-pass from Les 
Carter, robbed Shaun Par- 
ton and waltzed on to give 
keeper Sean Keogh no 
chance. 

The win was a relief for 
coach Zoran Matic, who 
regarded Cross as City's 
bogey team after it knock- 


BY TOM McKAIN 


ed them out of the cup last 
year on penalties after a 
bruising extra-time battle. 

This time it was a tamer 
affair as far as the physical 
side of the game was con- 
cerned, and referee Jim 
Rossis carried out the NSL 
executive's instructions to 
clamp down on any foul 
play. 

He booked Victorian 
Parton for a tackle on Bug- 
sy Nyskohus, Gary Clark 
for downing Sorensen, 
Jeff Faulkner for dissent 
and Adrew Marth when he 
felled Sergio Melta. 

City's Aurelio Vidmar 
went into the little black 
book when he fouled 
Robert Markovac. 

While City had most of 
the bail, lots of their passes 
were across the park as 
they played their usual 
possession game. 

However there was no 
doubt that they were the 
better team against a de- 
pleted Cross, who were 
minus transfer-listed stars 


Noel Mitten, Carl Gilder 
and Kevin Innes. 

Closest call for City’s 
new goalkeeper, Robert 
Zabica, came in the 84th 
minute when John Mar- 
kovski’s powerful long- 
range drive had to be tip- 
ped over the bar. 

Another dangerous 
raider for Cross was Mark 
Lennon. 

The score could have 
been more impressive for 
the home team but for mis- 
sed chances by full-back 
Alex Tobin, Mullen, Char- 
lie Villani and Vidmar. 

And left side crosses 
from Tobin and Mullen 
were wasted when no-one 
arrived to meet them at the 
far post. 

City will now call up four 
guest players - they are 
hoping to get Victorians 
Paul Wade, Andrew Zinni, 
Peter Tsolakis and Syd- 
ney's Zarko Odzakov - for 


Friday night's match 
against Yugoslav tourists 
Dinamo Zagreb. 


STEVE MAXWELL of Adelaide City Juventus gets 


wall and Charlie Egan 
from South Melbourne to 
his squad. 

The pair have been 
offered to Juventus as a 
package deal but McKen- 
dry said they won't be 
moving to his club at the 
price Hellas was asking. 

Melbourne Croatia 
could hardly be too 
discouraged with its own 
performance after going 
into the game minus the 
likes of Davidson, Dunn 
and Dobson. 

Skipper Hannah said 
afterward that despite the 
injury he would be fit and 
ready for the opening 
league game this week. 

MELBOURNE CROATIA: 
Olver, Babic, Jurcic, Valentic, 
Hannah (Osrecek 86), Heys, 
Talajic (Caleta 88), Biskic, Lewis, 
Milosevic, Scott. 


stuck in. The tall blonde striker grabbed a goal In 
his return match for the South Australian club. 


Coach Matic plans to 
use as many substitutes 
as possible to take the 
strain off his star players 
for the opening West End 
National League match 
against Brunswick Juven- 
tus in Adelaide on the 
Sunday. 


ADELAIDE CITY: Zabica, Shil- 
labeer, Tobin, Nyskohus, Floun- 
ders, Villani, Sorensen (Santrac 
65m), Melta, Vidmar, Mullen, 
Maxwell. 

GEORGE CROSS: Keogh, 
Taylor, Parton, Marth, Carter, 
Lennon, Faulkner, Markovac, 
Markovski, Clark, Richardson. 

Referee: J.Rossis. Crowd: 
1267. cS 
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FORMER Australian international Marshall Soper is back with all guns 
blazing and set to help Sydney Olympic make a big NSL killing in 1988. 

And what an explosive comeback it was for one of Australia’s very few personality 
players. 

Playing for Sydney Olympic last Sunday night in round one of the Beach Fashions 
Cup against St George, Soper displayed form that had the fans screaming wildly. 

Time after time Soper took on St George defenders to the delight of the Olympic 
supporters. 

And to cap it all in the 107th minute, Soper crashed home a splendid goal. 

With a left-footed volley from 12 metres out, Soper scored to win the match for 
Olympic, send the Saints crashing out of the cup and ignite the thousands of 
delirious Olympic supporters that idolise him. 

Soper was back with a big bang. 

This was Soper’s return to NSL football after missing all last season bar 19 
minutes. 


Last year in the opening round against Sydney City at the St George Stadium, the 
giant Olympic striker suffered a cruel knee injury that sidelined him for the rest of the 
season. 

Following a full knee reconstruction Soper spent agonising months watching from 
the grandstand. 

It seemed that his whole career was shattered. 

“| was very nervous before this match," said Soper. 

“In all my five years with Olympic, this was the very first time | was really nervous. 

“Was | going to make it? 

“Were my knee and condition going to hold up? 

“Would the fans out there still want me? 

“All these things raced through my mind before the match and | was edgy.” 

At one stage following a collision with St George goalkeeper Mike Gibson Soper 
went down. 


His knee felt numb. 

Was fate going to strike again? 

Seconds later, Seper climbed back up on his feet and continued on his merry way. 

“| was very happy with my comeback form after being out a year,’’ he added. 

“ve missed it all very much and my attitude has changed by this injury. 

“| want to get back to the top and fast. 

“And | want to get back in the Socceroo squad as well. 

“| want to entertain the fans. 

“after | hit another volley much earlier in the game, | felt really good and settled 
down quickly. 

“During my long layoff I've practised heavily on volley shots. 

“It's good to be back believe me.” 

And for Soccer fans, it's good to see him in full cry. 

Good luck Marsh and welcome back. 


He’s looking sharper 
and hungrier than ever for 
goals and is more than 
ready to make his mark 
against Israel, New Zea- 
land and Chinese -Taipei 
for a spot in the Seoul 
Olympic finals. 


Immediately after last 
Sunday's Beach Fashions 
Cup match for Sydney 
Olympic against St 
George, he said in recent 
times he suffered due to 
lack of ball supply. 


“CELEBRITY STARS” 


(STEFAN KAMASZ, JOHNNY WARREN, PETER WILKINS, 
LES MURRAY, GRAEME HUGHES) 


us 


“VARIETY CLUB” 


(JEFF FENECH, RICKY MAY, RAY PRICE, BELINDA GREEN, RUSTY 
NAILS, KAMAHL AND MANY MORE) 


EY — JANUARY 27, 1988 


JOHN KOSMINA is mobbed by his Sydney Olympic team-mates after snaring another goal. 


KOSMINA CHASING SOCCEROO RECALL 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


FORMER Australian captain John Kosmina is 
ready to pull on the green and gold again. 


He believes this won't 
happen this year and with 
fellow striker Marshall 
Soper back in action the 
load will be easier. 

But now the 31-year-old 
Kosmina is craving to get 
back into the international 
arena. 


And certainly the Soc- 
ceroos need him urgently 
if they expect to go to 
South Korea for the Olym- 
pic Games later this year. 

Kosmina is still by far the 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 7.30PM 


SPECIAL CURTAIN-RAISER 


YOUTH LEAGUE 5PM 


best striker in Australia. 

He has that vital killer 
instinct. 

When on the ball and in- 
side the box, Kosmina is a 
lethal marksman. 

Playing for the NSL 
Select X1 against the tour- 
ing Yugoslav’s from Di- 
namo Zagreb, Kosmina 
spearheaded the home 
2-1 victory with a bustling 
goal from just in front. 

Displaying all his old 
courage and _ reflexes, 
Kosmina zeroed in on the 
ball to hit the Dinamo 
Zagreb net. 

Then again last Sundav 


against St George in round 
‘one of the Beach Fashions 
Cup, Kosmina scored 
once more with ice-cold 


arrogance. 

Watching all this from 
the St George bench with 
radar vision was national 
coach Frank Arok. 

When | questioned Arok 
on a Kosmina recall, he 
said: “Why not?” 

If there is one man that 
the New Zealanders fear, 
it is John Kosmina. 

Let’s not forget who 
pushed the Kiwis out of the 
last World Cup at the Syd- 
ney Sports Ground? 


ALL AT THE 


= PARRAMATTA 
STADIUM 


A FULL EVENING OF 


JAM PACKED 
ENTERTAINMENT 


* 


LOOK out also for Bris- 
bane’s pocket dynamo 
MARTIN KIRSOPP. This 
fellow works like a Tro- 
jan. After serving a foot- 
ball apprenticeship in En- 
gland he played for New 
Zealand topliners Gis- 
borne City before setting 
the grounds alight in Bris- 
bane. 


week 


St George is expecting a, 
great deal from its youth. 
Zoran Tic was 1985 Youth 
Player of the Year and 
David Green Lotto Player 
of the Year. Steve O’Con- 
nor and Mike O’Shea 
shared the major award. 
Scott Ollerenshaw received 
the Johnny Warren en- 
couragement award. 


wk 


ROBERT IRONSIDE 
Sydney ‘Olympic's gain 
from New Zealand, is a 
central defender of great 
potential. He came 
through the NZ youth team 
as a defender and is clas- 
sed as a smashing pros- 
pect. 


kk 


There is good reason for 
Sydney Olympic coach 
Eddie Thomson ensuring 
— or is it insuring — that 
his charges have a big sea- 
son. These days the “for- 
mer” Scot takes a Pruden- 
tial look at affairs. 


BERTI MARIANI, Marconi’s new coach, is being 


asked to play a tune everywhere he goes. It all 
stems from John Taylor's story in the Sydney Daily 
Telegraph, in which Berti is pictured relaxing after 
running through a tune or two on his piano. 


kkk 


MALCOLM DUNFORD, 
who has captained New 
Zealand, couldn’t come 
across the Tasman to 
play in the NSL. His work 
commitments even 
forced him to miss the 


Kiwis’ three games 
against Gothenburg. 
took 
Apia-Leichhard?’s — admi- 


nistration is recognised as one 
of the smoothest in Australian 
Soccer. People in the ‘engine- 
room’ often don't receive re- 
cognition, what with the play- 
ers and the coaches being right 
up front. But Apia realise they 
have a lot to thank HARRY 
AMBROSE for. He retired 
from the work force and then 
jumped right back into things 
with the Australian champion 
club. 


kkk 


The return of JIM 
HERMISTON, a former 
Scottish squad member 
and Australian Player 
of the Year to the 
coaching ranks is very 
welcome. Jim has link- 
ed up with Ipswich Un- 
ited in the Brisbane 
competition. 


WHILE we are here to plug the merits of AUSTRA- 


LIAN SOCCER WEEKLY, 


there have been some 


excellent moves in the Sydney press which will be 
to the good of the game. Ray Gatt will move to The 
Sun from the Herald, taking the spot vacated on 


David Jack’s retirement. 


Into the breach at the Herald goes Michael 
Cockerill, the Soccer fanatic who played the ' 
game in Brisbane in earliers years. Both Ray and 
Mike don their Soccer gear whenever they get the 
chance to turn out with the Media XI. 


BY THE WAY Michael 
Cockerill’s younger 
brother Ian, a scribe with 
Sydney’s Northern 
Herald, is no mean player 
in both the indoor and out- 
door versions of the game. 


Kk 


FLOATING around 
could be an English 
First Division striker 
who didn’t settle on 
the continent and who 
could be tempted to 
come on to Australia. 
A couple of clubs are 
likely to make firm 
offers. 
wk 


Behind the _ scenes, 
national coach FRANK 
AROK played a big hand 
in securing the Dinamo 
Zagreb tour. When 
Hajduk fell through Frank 
made the contacts and pas- 
sed the matter over to the 
Victorian Soccer Federa- 
tion to finalise. The Natio- 
nal Soccer League is in- 
volved in the deal along 
with the Victorian Soccer 
Federation on one hand 
and the NSW _ Soccer 
Federation on the other. 


etek 


St George's deal with 
NIKE is one which the club 
is extremely pleased. 
NIKE regard the St 
George exposure as one 
of their vital links with the 
buying public. 


MARCONI coach BERTI 
MARIANI can take some 
solace from the Cup loss 
to Apia. 

Last season the Fair- 
field club were all the 
rage, raking out some 
in the pre-sea- 
and early Cup 
and faltered 
badly in the league — 
maybe the idea of a slow 
and steady start, buil- 
ding to a peak rather 
than a flat-chat one is 
appealing. 


week 


REMARKABLE! The re- 
semblance between 
Burim Zajmi and Anthony 
Parison on the park is 
uncanny. 

Actually certain mem- 
bers of the media and 
many in the crowd thought 
Zajmi grabbed Apia's 
second goal against Mar- 
coni, yet it proved to be 
young Parison. 

. The style of play and 
running is similar as are 
those “ long, hanging 
shorts! 

tk 


MARCONI certainly had 
an array of talent sitting it 
out on Saturday night. 

The likes of Paul Car- 
ter, David Lowe, Geoff 
Gunning and Bob Catlin 
were seen doing the 
rounds of Bossley Park 
prior to the big Cup clash 
with Apia. 


RUSSELL STEWART is ex- 
pected to play a big part 
in the Brisbane Lions re- 
vival. He could have gone 
interstate when the Bris- 
bane clubs missed the 
1987 West End National 
Soccer League, but com- 
mitments with his busi- 
ness and housing led him 
to stay on. 


wk 


WITH the season only just 
beginning there is already 
talk of moves amongst the 
NSL coaches. It isn't idle 
chatter either, but matters 
will take some time to 
come to a head. 


THERE is a degree of 
pessimism amongst some 
of the NSL clubs over what 
the new arrangements to 
reduce foul play will 
actually amount to. It 
seems that there has been a 
lot of back and forthing 
over the relative demerits 
of professional fouls, shirt 
tugging and so on, as well 
as the extent of the points 
to be applied as penalties. 


awk 


TALKING of APIA, the 
club is expecting to be able 
to announce the securing of 
a new major sponsor in a 
few weeks’ time. 


YOUNG PEDRO RICOY, 


Newcastle club ADAM- 
STOWN ROSEBUD still 
has NSL ambitions. It 
will field a youth team 
in the NSE Youth 
League Northern Divi- 
sion. However it is 
Newcastle Austral 
which is running 24 
team in the NSW State 
League. r 


wk 


Congratulations to JEAN- 
PAUL de MARIGNY on his 
recent marriage to Donna. It 
cost him a place in the Socceroo 
squad against Gothenburg, 
but Jean-Paul is a happy man. 
Incidentally he turned 24 

Thursday. 2 


looking at the possibil- 


ity of national squad selection, is waiting for a 
broken bone to knit in his foot. Things are pro- 


gressing well for the youngster. There is some 
chance he might be back on the job next week, 
much to the joy of St George coach Frank Arok. 


ee ee, 


ANDY KOCZKA, St George’s genial giant of a 
skipper, is ready to give the season all he has got. 


competitor sport rugby league was surely settled 
once for all at Parramatta Stadium last November. 


! I 
! I 
I Andy’s job in handling a milk run helps add to his | 
| fitness. His row to win the grand final or turn to | 
! I 
! I 

a 


be 


= 
PAUL CARTER, sitting 
It out for Marconi. 


ok 


STEVE CALDERAN 
has to be one of the 
unluckiest players 
around. 


A_ widely-respected 


central defender, the 


Marconi man has been 
cruelly hit by injuries 
throughout his career. 
With about ten mi- 
nutes left in the first 
round Cup fixture with 
Apia, Calderan slid in 
to save his side but did 
not get up. 


For a moment many 
thought he may have 
incurred another se- 
rious injury but the in- 
itial scare may have 


been unwarranted. 
Calderan was re- 
placed by Robbie 


Wheatley with what 
was diagnosed as a 
leg-strain. 


JOE RIZZOTTO's start to 


1982 couldn't have been 
much worse. 
After being eluded by Gary 


Ward, on the way to Apia's 
second goal, Rizzotto received 
his marching orders with five 
minutes left after tangling 
with Lawrie McKinna. 

The tragedy of it is that 
young Joe has been reportedly 
‘training the house down’. In 
fact many of his Marconi 
team-mates have been full of 
praise, saying that they hadn't 
seen him in such good form so 


early on. 
wae 


BRUCE JAMES had a tes- 
ting return to the big time in 
Marconi’s match against 
Apia. 

James, it should be re- 
membered, had a torrid 
time of it last year with in- 
jury and was up against it 
because of some defensive 
lapses from the early mi- 
nutes against the Leic- 
hhardt side. Yet one of his 
dives, at the feet of Gary 
Ward in full flight during 
the second half, was as. 
brave a save as one could 
wish to see. 


THERE is no doubt that 
Apia has been doing its 
homework. Former well- 
known La Fiamma journal- 
ist Maurizio Pagnin has 
been appointed to handle 
the club’s public relations. 
And marketing has been 
placed in the hands of the 
Strathmore Group, a busi- 


ness that has a great track 


record in their field. 
wk 


NEW ZEALAND presi- 
dent CHARLIE DEMP- 
SEY is waxing wrath 
over Kiwi players com- 
ing across to Australia. 
Earlier he wasn’t wor- 
ried, claiming that the 
Aussies were training 
his players for him. The 
potential loss of Robert 
Ironside however could 
well have made him 
charge his mind! 


wk 


“Mr Soccer'’ (Fred Vil- 
liers of the Melbourne 
Truth to the uninitiated) 
pounced on a slip we 
made on  Maradona’s 
country of origin. The 
gentleman himself was at 
fault in ascribing two errors 


to us, and not one. Who © 


however was it who press- 
ed to join ASW but has now 
twigged to the situation? 
SHUSH! 


kkk 


DAVE McQUIRE, the 
former South Coast 
and long-serving Apia 
goalkeeper, is setting 
in as manager of the St 


George-Budapest 
Soccer Club in Syd- 
ney’s Mortdale. His 


last appointment was 
as mine host of the 
Austral United Soccer 
Club in Newcastle. 


kik 


DINAMO ZAGREB were 
something of a disjointed 
disappointment against 
the Sydney side last 
Friday. 

Led by an inspired John 
Kosmina, the Sydneysid- 
ers made the third-placed 
Yugoslav club and title 
aspirants look more than a 
little second rate in front of 
near 8000 patrons. = 


wk 


The Marconi club will be 
getting a huge facelift. 

The pride and joy of 
Bossley Park will be ex- 
tended and the cost will 
be some $1million. 

With the work on the 
stadium taken into con- 
sideration, the Marconi 
club will be looking at 
an expenditure of some 
$1.5million in the com- 
ing months all told. 


kak 


CRAIG MASON, a midfiel- 
der noted for his tough- 
ness, ‘welcomed’ young 
Kurt Reynolds to the big 
time with a real biting tack- 
le in the opening moments 
of the National Cup match. 

Incidentally — Craig re- 
ceived the yellow card for 
it and Reynolds wasn't 
seen for about 15 minutes 
afterwards! 


KURT REYNOLDS, the 
great young Tasmanian 
prospect who arrived this 


year from Blacktown 
City, could be crowded 
out of Apia’s defence by 
Charlie Yankos and Arno 
Bertogna, goes the popu- 
lar theory. But bear in 
mind that Yankos 
whom many consider 
already needs a_ short 
break from football to 
freshen up — will be so 
often involved with the 
Australian team. Then it 
all begins to make sense. 


wk 


RALE RASIC’s column 
will unfortunately be miss- 
ing from ASW this year. 
The 1987 championship 
winning coach is finding it 
necessary to devote more 
time to Apia club as well as 
his insurance business in- 
terests. But be sure that 
there will be plenty of ‘quot- 
able quotes’ from the maes- 
tro from time to time. 


wk 


Ifs strongly rumoured 
that there could be a 
large-scale remodell- 
ing of the APIA Club at 
Leichhardt. The huge 
premises would come 
up magnificently if the 
APIA directors can find 
the wherewithal to car- 
ry through the job. 


hak 


The president of one 
National League club was 
sent 10 tickets and a re- 
quest for a $100 payment 
to see the Gothenburg — 
Socceroo game at Syd- 
ney’s Parramatta  Sta- 
dium recently, so a little 
dicky bird told us. 


ok 


TONY PEZZANO, the 
man who keeps the inimit- 
able TERRY GREEDY on 
the bench, is famed far and 
wide for his golfing pro- 
wess. We won't mention tha 
number of shots it takes for 
the average round, will we 
Tony! 


kak 


IN a recent poll of Sydney 
sport stadiums, Marconi 
Stadium was given a miser- 
able rating of three out of 
ten. 

Taken into considera- 
tion was the actual field of 
play. Marconi received a 
fair whilst Parramatta Sta- 
dium notched an excellent. 
Hah! The surface at Mar- 
coni is second to none and 
the Parramatta pitch is full 
of patches. 

Then there is car-par- 
king which Marconi was 
handed a lowly remark also 
— the parking at the Bos- 
sley Park arena is ample, 
better than most in the met- 
ropolitan area. . . 
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d ITHOUT shadow of a doubt one of 
the most pleasing factors in top Soc- 
cer so early in the year can be 

observed in the professional attitude of 
many of the NSL clubs towards the media. 

The Sydney clubs for example have made a 
conscious decision to work closer with the media 
as far as possible. 

In one case it was possible to have a yarn with 
most of the club’s squad at a specially arranged 
function. 

Press, television and radio cover Is vital for the 
code, and there is no better way to handle all the 
questions that can arise than to get to know one 
another better. 

Soccer desperately needs Its cover, and there 
needs to be effective liaison that embraces the 
major dailies, the ethnic press, and Soccer 
publications of which AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 
WEEKLY Is the main representative. 

In Melbourne, the clubs expect to gain value 
from the engaging of a public relations man. Suc- 
cess is vital if ground Is to be recovered, along 
with the need for administrative Improvements. 

The other NSL cities, Adelaide, Brisbane and 
Wollongong, will be pressing hard to bring their 
product before the fans. 

The League did well to start the season with the 
Beach Fashions Cup, running into the first round 
of the West End Championship this week. 

It Is no mean task for club coaches to have a 
fairly fit side prepared for the second last week in 
January. 

Whether enough could be done in this regard 
remains to be seen. ; 

The NSL this year has set our deliberately to 
create a scenario for future summer Soccer. 

There Is nothing unusual over playing the game 
at this time of the year. For many years It has been 
the custom In various cities. 

The present trial will not, however, indicate 
whether the October-December period is accept- 
able to Soccer’s following. 

There could be some substance In the argu- 
ment that, by ending one season in time to have a 
two-month break, the fans will be prepared to 
back up again to support their teams. 

Beyond that again is the point the Australia will 
find it necessary to change the season from time 
to time in order to provide for participation in 
major overseas competitions. 

This factor unfortunately cuts against stability. 

The possibilities of a standardised season, with 
a distinct break for November-December-Janu- 
ary, is receding. 

A lot of the possibilities of the season will de- 
pend upon the standing of Sydney Olympic. 

If its crowds do not have impossible dreams of 
the potential of what must be a rebuilding year 
then things can be accomplished. 

The clubs must be stable in order to take advan- 
tage of the Sydney Football Stadium, which is far 
the best facitlity which will be in use for Soccer in 
Australia. 

A little down the track the League must look at 
the licensing of clubs. 

In rugby league there is definite overseeing of 
club financial affairs to ensure that all goes as well 
as possible. 

This is a lesson that should not be lost on Soc- 
cer, where a financial climate that is “steady as 
she goes” is even more vital. 

It Is one thing to satisfy affliation fees — it is 
another to meet commitments all round. 

But, for the moment, best wishes to the clubs 
who set sail on a stormy sea. 

They have tremendous tasks ahead, which will 
call for skill and valour until the last ball is kicked 


Wednesday, February 17, 1988. 


PARRAMATTA STADIUM, SYDNEY 
6.30pm Sydney Olympic v Apia-Leichhardt 
8.15pm Sydney Croatia v Brisbane Lions 


OLYMPIC PARK, MELBOURNE 
6.30pm Footscray v Brunswick Juventus 
8.15pm South Melbourne v Adelaide City 


Wales, wretchedly unlucky when failing to qualify for 
each of the past three World Cup finals and two European 
Championship finals, found Dame Fortune frowning 
| upon them again when this draw was made. 

Perpetual power West Germany should edge out the 
rejuvenated Dutchmen to quality automatically, but both 
will almost certainly appear in Italy. 

Group Five — France, Scotland, Yugoslavia, Norway 
and Cyprus. 

Probably the most evenly balanced group of them all, 
with France, Yugoslavia and Scotland all expressing 
their delight at the draw. Norway may prove to be the key 
to the group’s outcome by stealing crucial points in Oslo. 

Group Six — Spain, Hungary, Northern Ireland, Eire 
and Malta. 

On current form, Spain should win this group comfort- 
ably with Eire qualifying for the finals, for the first time in 
their history, as runners-up. 

Things could easily have changed dramatically by the 
time the games get underway though and history sug- 
gests Hungary will then be a much stronger outfit than 
they are now. 

Only a major transformation will enable Northern Ire- 
land to qualify for their third successive finals tourna- 
ment. 

Group Seven — Belgium, Portugal, Czechoslovakia, 
Switzerland and Luxembourg. 

Another intriguing grouping. Belgium, facing a major 
rebuilding program as their veterans slide over the hill; 
Portugal, once again a force to be reckoned with now all 
their best players are available with the resolution of the 
World Cup bonus dispute; Czechoslovakia, who dis- 
played excellent form for most of their European 
Championship campaign before collapsing unaccount- 
ably in Finland and the ambitious Swiss are all eyeing a 
place in the finals. 

As for Luxembourg — their chances of winning a com- 
petitive international for the first time since 1972 appear 
remote. 

Italy, the hosts, and holders Argentina qualify automa- 
tically for the finals. 


The insight into the troubles at South Melbourne 
Hellaues on this page, from page four. . . 


— 


DEFENDERS 


BEWARE! 


DEFENDERS facing runaway strikers are going to 
face the dilemma of their lives next season. 

Chopping down opponents is a big ‘NO NO’. 

There will be penalty points galore for fouls and strict 
and rising fines for repeated offences. 

What will coaches think if a forward is not cut down? 

Let's hope a way is found to play the game more 
skilfully. 

First offenders will strike $50 fines and further penal- 
ties range from $150 to $500. 

At a meeting of coaches and referees it was agreed 
players should be instantly dismissed from the field for 
fouls such as late tackles from behind, “going over’’ the 
ball and the use of elbows as a weapon. 

Particular player gesticulations to the crowds, pro- 
fessional fouls and rugby style tackles will also not be 
tolerated. 

Some yellow card offences will attract six points in- 
stead of the previous maximum of four points, thereby 
increasing the risk of suspension. 

Send offs will also attract additional points as well as 


95 percent of the players 
felt the same, but some 
just never said so. 
“Some of the players 
made the mistake of telling 
on the committee 
and in the end it got back to 
the club.” 


“was sacked because | 
was honest,” he  ex- 
plained. “Just about 
everybody felt the same as 
me but | was stupid and | 
spoke up. 

“He (Garvey) asked us 
what we thought of him 
and Charlie (Egan) and | 
told him — we were 
honest. 

“Long before it hap- 
pened | heard six Scottish 
players would be moving 
at the end of the year but 
when | confronted a com- 
mittee member he denied 


difficult to understand why 
Hellas failed to produce 
consistantly in the latter 
part of the season. 

You could sense the 
tension in the Middle Park 
air. 

But Garvey, rightfully, 
has his sight set on the 
new year and Is showing 


fines for players. 


For referees A and B panels have been appointed. 
Fees have been increased to $200 per NSL game. 


— KEITH GILMOUR 


Ee 


“In the end we thought it 
better that they leave the 
club. 

“It's one of those situa- 
tions where we had a few 
bad results and there is a 
tendency there for players 
to look for excuses and 
they blame referees or 
conditions or, in this case, 
the coach. 

“Let's just say it didn’t 
make for an_ inspiring 
situation and the team 
spirit wasn't as good as it 
should have been. 

“When there is discon- 
tent you might as well try to 
change things around. 

“Support has dwindled 
and it's a good time to get 
some new faces in. 

“Some of the players 
going have been here a 


6 _. it's a good time to get some 
new faces in 9 


— Brian Garvey 


a tendancy to dismiss 
much of the talk. 


“There was no really big 
issue,” he said. 

“Last year we didn't 
have as good a season as 


it completely.” we should have done and | 
In the light of the play- had confrontations with 
er's opinion it’s not terribly ‘one or two of the players. 
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long time and people are 
sick of seeing the old 
faces. 

“They haven't won any- 
thing in the past couple of 
years and this might bring 
afew spectators back.” 


ABOVE: Gary McDowell In action. LEFT: 
Anezakis gets to grips with Sunshine’s Andrew 


opher to defy the players 
will leave them a legacy 
only success will erase. 

The pressure is well and 
truly on the hierachy of this 
most highly profiled club. 

Garvey says the team 
spirit is ‘good, willing and 
enthusiastic’ but that is 
hardly what a champion- 
ship is made of. 


Christopher says there 
is no pressure on Garvey 
to perform straight away 
— at least from the club’s 
point of view. 

“Brian doesn't need 
any more pressure than 
he’s already got on him,” 
Christopher said. 

Of course that does not 
mean the white-ant  bri- 
gade will not be out in force 
should the results not 
come. 

But officially there was 
and is no chance of Gar- 
vey losing his job. 

“Never mind what was 
said in the papers,” says 
Christopher. 

“| said mid-year last 
year that Brian was reap- 
pointed for 1988 to squash 
any more rumours, and 
who would we replace him 
with anyway? 

“| get annoyed with the 
press — there was no 
chance of him going but 
they still printed the 
rumours.” 


— 


Marth. 


Is Garvey right in his 
summation and genuinely 
optimistic? 

Regardless, the 
apparently courageous 
act by Garvey and Christ- 


NTS LC Lk STU bS 


What Garvey is left to 
work with Is a basically 
young team. 

Bobby Russell, 


7 
aul 

Wade, Steven Blair, Al 

Postecogiou and one or 


Manny 


two others remain from the 
glory days but South Mel- 
bourne’s ‘“‘fantastic  fu- 
ture”, as Christopher calls 
it, is based on its young 
stars. 

Steve Tassios has re- 
turned from long-term in- 
jury and will be a plus and 
1988 should see the best 
of Danny Wright following 
aknee operation. 


Of the new boys the pick 
should be Paul Trimboli, 
the young Socceroo star 
bought for a song from 
Sunshine George Cross. 


Paul Foster and David 
Healey join Hellas from the 
AIS and defender Harry 
Michael comes in from 
State League Caulfield 
City. 

Who knows, Garvey 
might yet get the job done 
having had some remark- 
able results with a young 
team at Heidelberg. 

With Crainie safely off to 
Wollongong that leaves 
McDowell, Egan, 
Stevenson and Laumets 
high and dry for the start of 
the '88 campaign and if 
you'd have told me that six 
months ago !'d have fallen 
over with surprise. 

Miranda, meanwhile, is 
off to New Zealand after 
being promoted to sales 
manager there with the 
firm he works with. 


Miranda will play com- 
petative Soccer while he is 
away. 


“Then when | decide to 
come back in a year or two 
I'll be fit and | can return to 
Hellas,” the midfield star 
said. 

“Hellas has been really 
good about the whole 
thing and they've allowed 
me to go on loan to a New 
Zealand club."" 


Miranda leaves on 
February 7. 

The events of South 
Melbourne's 1987 winter 
of discontent have been lit- 
tle less than startling. 

Just where it leaves the 
club in 1988 is anyone’s 
guess. 


In two major develop- 
ments at South Mel- 
bourne since this fea- 
ture was written, presi- 
dent Chris Christopher 
has stepped down and 
yet another player has 
been transfer-listed. 

Late last week Hellas 
revealed Carl Halford, a 
member of the Hellas 
squad which took the 
club to its national 
title in 1984, has asked to 
be transfer-listed at his 
own request. 

Halford becomes the 
seventh established 
South Melbourne star 
ready to depart this Mid- 
die Park club since the 
end of 1987. 

And Christopher, Hel- 
las supremo since 1985, 
has stepped down to 
make way for Bill Geor- 
gantis. 

[Christopher says he 
is keen to stay Involved 
at the club at committee 
level but wants only to 
play “a minor role”. — 
Editor] 


tot 


NSW Second Division 


lavicic has joined from 
Warringah Fresh- 
water, and in also com- 
es former Young Soo- 


ADELAIDE CITY 

GAINED: Graham 
Latham (Salisbury), Steve 
Maxwell (Marconi), John 
Spanos (Kingsford NSW), 
Gareth Naven (Perth 
Azzurri), Robert Zabica 
(Perth Macedonia), Jesper 
Sorensen (Denmark). 
LOST: Willie McNally 
(Kingsway Of WA), Paul 
Wilde (Salisbury). 


BRISBANE LIONS 

GAINED: Peter Dwyer 
(Gold Coast), Alex Cum- 
ming (AIS), Phil Kerr (Illa- 
warra NSW), Martin Kir- 
sopp (Mt Gravatt), David 
Wheeler (Coalstars). 
LOST: Jim Morton (Scot- 
land). 


MELBOURNE 


BRUNSWICK 
JUVENTUS 

GAINED: Mike 
Petersen (Ajax Amster- 
dam), Steve Marley 
(Heidelberg). LOST: 
Lucianio Fabrizio 
(Footscray). 


FOOTSCRAY 
GAINED: Luciano Fab- 
rizio (Brunswick), Milan Di- 
movski (‘Vardar Skopje). 


MELBOURNE CROATIA 
GAINED: Paul Donnel- 
ly (Perth Azzurri), Goran 


Jerkovic (Osijek), Jeff 
Olver (Heidelberg). 
PRESTON 
NO CHANGE 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
GAINED: Paul Foster 


(AIS), David Healy (AIS), 
Paul Trimboli (Sunshine). 


SUNSHINE 
GEORGE CROSS 
GAINED: Les Carter 


MEN in the middle of transfers. Relegated Heldelberg, ‘beset by transfers. 
Back Row: Second from left — Jeff Olver (gone), next to him — Alan Hunter 


ae rnd 


(gone). Bottom right front row: Peter Tsolakis (going) and first on left — John 
Anastasiadis — plenty of offers but staying put. 


(Green Gully). LOST: Paul 
Trimboli (South Mel- 
bourne). 


SYDNEY 


APIA-LEICHHARDT 

GAINED: Brian Blake 
(Shamrock Rovers), Law- 
rie McKinna (Heidelberg), 
Kurt Reynolds (Blacktown 
City). LOST: Peter Katho- 
los (Marconi). 


MARCONI 
GAINED: Fred De Jong 
(Ant Wellington NZ), Peter 
Katholos (Apia). LOST: 


ANIVOUOUAQEOOOUUOSOEOOGNOQUOOUOEEUOOOOOOOEEOGEOOOOAGOOOEO OOOO OEE 


WENTWORTH PARK 
LOVE AFFAIR 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


APIA-LEICHHARDT’s 
big concern over use of 
their new ground Went- 
worth Park is to get the 
message around 
quickly that facilities 
are so much superior 
to jaded old Lambert 
Park. 

As a first-rate come 
hither to the fans — apart 
from fielding Australia’s 
champion team — will be 
the provision of free park- 
ing at the ground. 

Club president Joe Pre- 
stia invites everyone to 
consider the ground’s im- 
proved features, which 
were put in place a few 
years ago at a cost of 
$16.2 million. 

e Excellent viewing from 
the 5000 seat stand, which 
features individual seating 
and wide space between 
the rows. 

5000 more under cov- 
er seats in the various 
stands around the ground. 

e@ Total capacity of 


25,000, almost double the 
numbers of previous days. 
e Availability of re- 
staurant, take-aways and 
bars. - 
Provision has been 
made for 52 private boxes, 


which have not been com- 


pleted at this stage. 

Mr Prestia said: “We 
are looking for support 
from among the families. 

“Family tickets for two 
parents and two children 
will be $14 at the gates.” 

Season tickets will be in- 


“troduced. 


Although success for 
Apia hopefully would spell 
out the possibility of using 
Leichhardt Oval some- 
where down the track, Mr 
Prestia and his stream- 
lined executive are looking 
at Wentworth Park as 
home for up to five years. 


SO THE MESSAGE 
FROM JOE PRESTIA 
AND APIA IS — GIVE 
WENTWORTH PARK A 
Go! 


Frank Farina (Roda, Hol- 
land), Steve Maxwell (Ade- 
laide City). 

ST GEORGE 
GAINED: Kyeong-Sik 
Choi (South Korea via 
Japan), Vlade Tortevski 
(Rockdale). LOST: Joe 
Caleta (Melbourne 
Croatia), Scott Hughes, 
George Kulcsar, Alex 
Lampropoulos, Ken 
Slaveski (released). 


SYDNEY CROATIA 

GAINED: Alan Hunter 
(Heidelberg), Ivan Petko- 
vic (Sibenik Yugoslavia), 
Manny Spanoudakis 
(Sydney Olympic). LOST: 
Ray Vlietstra (Wollongong 
City). 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
GAINED: Clint Gosling 


(Melita NSW), Robert Iro- 
nside (Christchurch Utd 
NZ), John Koch (AIS), Grant 
Lee (Blacktown City), 
Jason Polak (AIS), Joe 
Watson (Kingsford NSW). 


LOST: Vince Estavillo (re- 
tired), Stuart Johnston 
(Scotland), Spiro Hantzis 
(released), Manny Spa- 
noudakis (Sydney 
Croatia), David Ratcliffe 
(Sydney Olympic), Chris 
Kalantzis (Panathinaikos, 
Greece). 


WOLLONGONG 


WOLLONGONG CITY 
GAINED: Danny 
Crainie (South Mel- 
bourne), David Ratcliffe 
(Sydney Olympic), Ray 
Viietstra (Sydney Croatia). 


RAY PRICE IN 
CODE SWITCH 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


FORMER Rugby League idol RAY PRICE will 
make a comeback to football on Saturday night at 


the Parramatta Stadium. 


But it won't be for the 
Parramatta league side. 

Price will lace up again, 
playing soccer. 

He will turn out in a 
celebrity match organised 
by Sydney Olympic and 
the Variety Club. 

This will be the curtain- 
raiser to Olympic’s home 
clash against Sydney 
Croatia. 

Further details of this 
match will be disclosed 
tomorrow at Sydney 
Olympic’s press luncheon 
to be held at the new Syd- 
ney Football Stadium. 

Joining Price will be 
other stars from showbusi- 
ness. 

Kamahl will try his skills 
at the round ball game. 


And Ricky May, the 24 
stone Kiwi entertainer, will 
also play but surely not as 
a winger. 

Former Miss World Be- 
linda Green is another star 
signed up. 

At tomorrow's press 
luncheon, Sydney Olym- 
pic will take the media on a 
guided tour of the Sydney 
Football Stadium. 

The $62 million show- 
piece will be Olympic’s 
shared home ground this 
season from Round 7, 
March 20 for their home 
match against Wollon- 
gong City. 

Also expected to be 
announced are Sydney 
Olympic’s major —spon- 
sors. 


Continued from 
front page 


Defenders Robert 
Hooker and Jean-Paul de 
Marigny are also in the 
squad. 

Missing will be Robbie 
Dunn and Pedro Ricoy (in- 
jured), Zarko Odzakov (in 
dispute with his club) and - 
Alan Davidson, who has 
just been married. 

The teams to take the 
field against Dinamo will 


° 
peiiecedieonet Bereec. 3 | BRIGHTON ARSENAL 
2 5 
against Swedish cham- = HON sours 
pions Gothenburg earlier a = ~ 
this mont: 2 MANSFIELD WIMBLEDON 
Afar that” Gamener < [PORTSMOUTH SHEFF. UTD. 


said he was disappointed 


PORT VALE 


TOTTENHAM 


that the crowd had not got QG.PR. WEST HAM 
behind the local team. * | READING LEICESTER C. 
BRENTFORD GRIMSBY 
However the support is a 
certainly there for the tak- = BURY CHESTERF LO. 
ing if the Winfield Soccer- Bz | CHESTER ROTHERHAM 13 
098 turn on the goods. 3a | NOTTS C. FULHAM 14 
- 2 | PRESTON SOUTHEND 15 
Top displays — win, “6 Be pas! 
lose or draw 3 will lead to ALAND GILLINGHAM, il} 
strong followings for the el i 
Olympic Games _prelimi- CARDIFF CAMB'GE U. 18 
naries, as well as in the EXETER TRANMERE 19 
eagerly awaited Bicenten- = [HALIFAX WREXHAM 
nial Gold Cup clashes & [HARTLEPOOL SWANSEA 21 
ahead. & (HEREFORD. CARLISLE 


FIRST CLASS 
SOCCER GIFT 


LOOKING for a special 
gift for an ardent Soc- 
cer fan? 

A fabulous video cas- 
sette, “The Story Of The 
World Cup,” is now on the 
market and comes either 
in VHS or Beta. 

This wonderful video 
presentation includes the 
first World Cup played 
tight through to the 1986 
Finals. 

Special profiles on Luis 
Pele, Diego 


VAUXHALL 


PETERBORO’ 


BOLTON 


TORQUAY 


ALTRINCHAM 


DARLINGTON 
WELLING 


CHELTENHAM _ BOSTON 

DAGENHAM RUNCORN 27 
ENFIELD MACCLESF'LD 28 
FISHER A, WYCOMBE 29 
KID'MINSTER WEYMOUTH 30 


CONFERENCE 


LINCOLN 


MAIDSTONE 


TELFORO 


BURTON 


WEALDSTONE 
AYLESBURY 


CAMB'GE C. 
CHELMSFORD 


RESERVE MATCH 


NORTHWICH BATH 


BARNET 
STAFFORD R. 
GOSPORT 
SHEPSHED 
V.S. RUGBY 
BROMSGROVE 


BEDWORTH 


DARTFORD. 


WITNEY 


Menotti 
: «=| DORCHESTER LEICESTER U. 

Maradona and Helmut / 22 [NUNEATON ASHFORD 

Seininration i done by $€/ REDDITCH FAREHAM 
England's “‘Minder-man", WILLENHALL _ ALVECHURCH 
Dennis Waterman. WORCESTER, CRAWLEY 

Send. your coupon, CELTIC STRANRAER 
(appearing on this page), CLYDE COWDENB'TH 
with your cheque for $42 . [DUMBARTON HIBERNIAN 
right away, for that perfect 39 | DUNDEE BRECHIN 
Soccer gift. a K 

= =3 | EAST FIFE AIRDRIE 

‘very Soccer fan must fe 
# ES | FALKIRK HEARTS 

have a copy of “THE Sete 
STORY OF THE WORLD 3° | FORFAR PARTICK 
CUP” MOTHEAWELL KILMARNOCK 

This offer is exclusive to Q. OF SOUTH MONON 
Australian Soccer Weekly LL RAHH RANGERS 
readers. * ENGLISH DIVISION 2 
ee TTTUUTTVTLIUULITUUUULL UU TTLLLTUCLITUOTUOL UPC ULOO UL UUUOL TUCO UCL gm TTT 

THE ° 
E 
STORY OF THE we 
WORLD CUP“ 


P.0. Box 406 
BROADWAY NSW 2007 


Please forward ... 


Please tick VHS (0 BETA 

| enclose my cheque/money order for $..........-.- 
credit card 

MASTER CARD [TT TTTTTTIITT1T1 

VISA 

BANKCARD Expiry date 


a 
as 


URUGUAY 1930 TO MEXICO 198 


50 years of spectacular sports action of the greatest game of them all. 


Superb profiles of Stars like PELE and DIEGO MARADONA, portraits of 
team Tee like HELMUT SCHOEN and CESAR LUIS MENOTTI 
hind the scenes discussions with referees like CLIVE THOMAS of 
Wales and ARNOLD CUELHO of Brazil. ot 
TO: CELEBRITY SPORTS INTERNATIONAL P/L 
C/- AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY 


i copies of ‘The Story of The World Cup’ 
video/s at $39.00 each plus $3.00 post and handling. 


THE SUN Britain 


selling newspaper. said, 
_ "A WORLD CUP CRACKER 
— A MUST FOR FANS OF 
THIS IS EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE ALL AGES 
TO READERS OF THE ASW = 
SHIN UUNNN.UNUUU NNUAL 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 27, 1988 


— WORLDWIDE” 


or charge my 


We 


’s biggest 
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1988 WEST END NATIO 


Brunswick Juve 
Brisbane Lions 


Wollongong City 


Sth Melbourne 

5PM 

Apia Leichhardt 
7PM 

Sydney Croatia 


Melb. Croatia 
7.30PM 
Adelaide City 
Sydney Olympic 
8PM 

Marconi 
Preston Make 
6PM 

Sunshine G.C. 


Footscray 


Brisbane Lions 

Brunswick Juve 
8PM 

Sydney Croatia 
Sth Melbourne 


Wollongong City 
6PM 
Preston Make 


7PM 
St George 
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Apia Leichhardt 
Sunshine G.C. 
Brisbane Lions 
Sydney Croatia 
St George 

Sth Melbourne 
Brunswick Juve 
Footscray 
Marconi 
Preston Make 
Adelaide City 
Melb. Croatia 
Sydney Oly 


Sunshine G.C. 


St George 


y W'gong City 
v_ Brisbane Lions 


Brunswick Juve 


v_ Sydney Croatia 


Apia-Leichhardt 


Sth Melbourne 


Sunshine G.C. 
Sydney Oly 


v Apia Leichhardt 
v_ Marconi 


Melb. Croatia 
Adelaide City 


Footscray 


Olympic Park 
Marconi Stadium 
Olympic Park 
Parramatta Stad. 
Brandon Park 
Connor Reserve 
Hindmarsh Stad. 
Olympic Village 
Richlands Stad. 
Brandon Park 

St George Stad. 
Middle Park Stad. 


Wentworth Park 


Croatian Sports C. 


Olympic Park" 


Hindmarsh Stad. 
Parramatta Stad. 


Marconi Stadium 
Olympic Park* 


Skinner Reserve 


Schintler Reserve 


Richlands Stad. 
Olympic Park" 


Croatian Sports C. 


Olympic Park* 
Brandon Park 


Connor Reserve 


St George Stad. 


Brisbane Lions 
Wollongong City 
St George 


Brunswick Juve 


Adelaide City 


Preston Makedonia 
Sth Melbourne 


Sunshine G.C. 
Footscray 
Melb. Croatia 


Sydney Olympic 


< 


Preston Make Olympic Park* 
Brunswick Juve Skinner Reserve 


Sth Melboume Parramatta Stad. 
Adelaide City Croatian Sports C. 
St George Schinther Reserve 
W'gong City — Olympic Park 


Brisbane Lions Wentworth Park 


Sydney Croatia Richlands Stad. 
Marconi Brandon Park 
Sydney Oly St George Stad. 


Apia Leichhardt Olympic Village 


Melb. Croatia Olympic Sports F. 


Footscray Connor Reserve 
Sunshine G.C. Middle Park 


Brunswick Juve 


Preston Make 


Sth Melbourne 


St George Chaplin Reserve 
Adelaide City  Schintler Reserve 
Sydney Croatia Olympic Park 


W'gong City Sydney Football S. 


Melb. Croatia 
Adelaide City 
Preston Make. 
St George 

Sth Melboume 
Sydney Croatia 
Sunshine G.C. 


Footscray Olympic Park 
Marconi Olympic Sports F. 
Sydney Oly Connor Reserve 
Apia Leichhardt St George Stad. 
Brisbane Lions Middle Park 
Brunswick Juve Croatian Sports C. 
W’gong City Chaplin Reserve 


1988 FIX 
| 1988 FIX" 


36-38 CLARENCE ST., SYDNEY, NSW 
02 29 7025, 29 7026 TEL! 


Brisbane Lions 
Apia-Leichhardt 
Sunshine G.C. 
Sydney Olympic 
Marconi 
Brunswick Juve 
Footscray 


Footscray 

Melb. Croatia 
Adelaide City 
Preston Make 
Wollongong City 
St George 
Sydney Croatia 


Sth Melboume 
Brunswick Juve 
Brisbane Lions 
Apia-Leichhardt 
Sunshine G.C. 
Sydney Olympic 
Marconi 


Preston Make 
Marconi 

Footscray 

Melb. Croatia 
Adelaide City 
Wollongong City 
St George 
*Subject to change 


Vv St George Richlands Stad. 

v W’gong City Wentworth Park 

v Preston Make Chaplin Reserve 
v Adelaide City Sydney Football S. 
v Melb. Croatia Marconi Stadium 
v Sth Melbourne Olympic Village 

v Sydney Croatia Schintler Reserve 


Marconi Schintler Reserve 
Sydney Oly Olympic Park 
Sunshine G.C. Olympic Sports F. 
Apia-Leichhardt Connor Reserve 
Brisbane Lions Brandon Park 
Brunswick Juve St George Stad. 
Sth Melbourne Croatian Sports C. 


St George Middle Park 
W'gong City Olympic Village* 
Preston Make Richlands Stad. 
Adelaide City Wentworth Park 
Melb. Croatia Chaplin Reserve 
Footscray Sydney Football S. 
Sydney Croatia Marconi Stad. 


Brunswick Juve Connor Reserve 

Sydney Oly Marconi Stadium q 
Sunshine G.C. Schintler Reserve DP; 
Apia-Leichhardt Olympic Park 


Brisbane Lions Olympic Sports F. 
Sth Melbourne Brandon Park 
Sydney Croatia St George Stad. 


<<<<<<< 


Mae SO 


SEMI-FINALS 


W/ENDING AUGUST 14 


ELIMINATION SEMI-FINAL —4v5 (A) 
PRELIMINARY SEMI-FINAL — 2v3 (B) 
MINOR SEMI-FINAL — WINNER (A) vLOSER (B) (C) 
MAJOR SEMI-FINAL — WINNER (B) v 1 (D) 
ALL KICK OFF TIMES AT 2 


SBS© 


Bringing the world back home 


SSS Se 


AL SOCCER LEAGUE Ba) Le 


00 AUSTRALIA. TELEPHONE (STD) 


- 70512, FAX: 29 6556 


St George 

Sth Melboume 

Brunswick Juve 
Brisbane Lions 

Apia-Leichhardt 
Sunshine G.C. 

Sydney Croatia 


St George 
Sunshine G.C. 
Apia-Leichhardt 
Brisbane Lions 
Brunswick Juve 
Sth Melboume 
Wollongong City 


W'gong City 
Preston Make 
Adelaide City 
Melb. Croatia 
Footscray 
Marconi 
Sydney Oly 


Preston Make 
Sydney Oly 
Marconi 
Footscray 
Melb. Croatia 
Adelaide City 
Sydney Croatia 


St George Stad. 
Middle Park 
Olympic Village” 
Richlands Stad. 
Wentworth Park 
Chaplin Reserve 


Croatian Sports C. 


St George Stad. 
Chaplin Reserve 
Wentworth Park 
Richlands Stad. 
Olympic Village 
Middle Park 
Brandon Park 


Preston Make. 
Adelaide City 
Melb. Croatia 
Footscray 
Marconi 

Sydney Olympic 
Sunshine G.C. 


St George 
Wollongong City 
Apia-Leichhardt 
Brisbane Lions 
Brunswick Juve 
Sth Melbourne 
Sydney Croatia 
“Subject to change 


N/ENDING AUGUST 28 
NiNNER (C) v LOSER (D) 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1988 


DPM UNLESS DENOTED 


<<<<<<< 


Sydney Croatia 


Melb. Croatia 
Adelaide City 
Sunshine G.C. 
Sydney Oly 
Marconi 
Footscray 
Preston Make 


Connor Reserve 
Olympei Sports F. 
Olympic Park 
Schintler Reserve 
Marconi Stad. 
Sydney F’ball G. 
Chaplin Reserve 


St George Stad. 
Brandon Park 
Wentworth Park 
Richlands Stad. 
Olympic Village 
Middle Park 


Croatian Sports C. 


‘Adelaide City V Preston Make Olympic Sports F 
Melb. Croatia v_ W’gong City — Olympic Park 
Footscray v_ St George ‘Schintler Reserve 
Marconi v Sth Melbourne Marconi Stad. 
Sydney Olympic v Brunswick Juve Sydney F'ball G. 
Sunshine G.C. v Brisbane Lions Chaplin Reserve 
Apia-Leichhardt vy Sydney Croatia Wentworth Park 
St George v_ Marconi St George Stad. 
Wollongong City v Footscray Brandon Park 
Preston Make v Melb, Croatia Connor Reserve 
Brisbane Lions v_ Apia-Leichhardt Richlands Stad. 
Brunswick Juve  v Sunshine G.C. Olympic Village” 
Sth Melboume  v Sydney Oly Middle Park 
Adelaide City v_ Sydney Croatia Olympic Sports F. 
Melb. Croatia v Adelaide City Olympic Park 
Footscray v Preston Make  Schintler Reserve 
Sydney Olympic v St George Sydney F'ball G. 
Sunshine G.C. Vv Sth Melbourne Chaplin Reserve 
Apia-Leichhardt v Brunswick Juve Wentworth Park 
Sydney Croatia v Brisbane Lions Croatian Sports C. 
Marconi v W'gong City — Marconi Stad, 

St George v Sunshine G.C. St George Stad. 
Wollongong City v Sydney Oly Brandon Park 
Preston Make v_ Marconi Connor Reserve 
Adelaide City v Footscray Olympic Sports F. 
Brunswick Juve =v Brisbane Lions Olympic Village 
Sth Melboume v_ Apia-Leichhardt Middle Park 
Sydney Croatia v Melb. Croatia Croatian Sports C. 
*Subject to change 

Footscray v Melb. Croatia  Schintler Reserve 
Marconi v Adelaide City Marconi Stad. 
Sydney Olympic v Preston Make Sydney F'balll S. 
Wollongong City v Sunshine G.C. Brandon Park 
Apia-Leichhardt v St George Wentworth Park 
Brisbane Lions v Sth Melbourne Richlands Stad. 
Brunswick Juve  v Sydney Croatia Olympic Village* 


Wedgwood 


ABEACHIA 
FASHIONS 
SWIMWEAR 


St George Vv Brisbane Lions St George Stad. 
Wollongong City v Apia-Leichhardt Brandon Park 
Preston Make v Sunshine G.C. Connor Reserve 
Adelaide City v Sydney Oly Olympic Sports F. 
Melb. Croatia v_ Marconi Olympic Park 

Sth Melboume v Brunswick Juve Middle Park 
Sydney Croatia v_ Footscray Croatian Sports C. 
Marconi v Footscray Marconi Stad, 
Sydney Olympic v Melb. Croatia Sydney F'ball S. 
Sunshine G.C. v Adelaide City Chaplin Reserve 
Apia-Leichhardt v Preston Make Wentworth Park 
Brisbane Lions v W'gong City Richlands Stad, 
Brunswick Juve v St George Olympic Village 
Sth Melbourne v Sydney Croatia Middle Park 

St George v Sth Melbourne St George Stad, 
Wollongong City vv Brunswick Juve Brandon Park 
Preston Make Vv Brisbane Lions Connor Reserve 
Adelaide City v_ Apia-Leichhardt Olympic Sports F. 
Melb, Croatia v Sunshine G.C. Olympic Park 
Footscray v_ Sydney Oly Schintler Reserve 
Sydney Croatia v_ Marconi Croatian Sports C. 
Sydney Olympic Vv Marconi Sydney F’ball S, 
Sunshine G.C. v_ Footscray Chaplin Reserve 
Apia-Leichhardt v Melb. Croatia Wentworth Park 
Brisbane Lions v Adelaide City Richlands Stad. 
Brunswick Juve =v Preston Make Olympic Village 
Sth Melboume v W'gong City Middle Park 
Sydney Croatia v St George Croatian Sports C. 
Preston Make v St George Connor Reserve 
Sydney Olympic v Sunshine G.C. Sydney F'ball S, 
Marconi Vv Apia-Leichhardt Marconi Stad. 
Footscray v_ Brisbane Lions Schintler Reserve 
Melb. Croatia v Brunswick Juve Olympic Park 
Adelaide City v Sth Melbourne Olympic Sports F. 
Sydney Croatia v_ W’gong City Croatian Sports C. 


CGANTAS 
West End Mazda 
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Victorian Soccer Federation 


BUFFALO CUP SEMIS SETTLED 


BY GREG BLAKE 


IT’s Preston Makedonia against Heidelberg and 
South Melbourne Hellas to meet Melbourne 
Croatia in the 1988 Buffalo Gold Cup semi-finals 
tonight at Olympic Park in Melbourne. 


Heidelberg, due to play 
in the first game of 
tonight's double-header at 
6.45pm, and Hellas won 
their respective places in 
the last four with quarter 


final victories in Mel- 
bourne last Thursday 
night. 


For the newly relegated 
Bergers it was a second 
four-goal haul in succes- 
sion as they ended Polo- 
nia’s challenge with a 4-1 
win. 

South Melbourne's  vib- 
tant young team dispatch- 
ed Footscray JUST by 
winning impressively 2-0. 

In the first game Steve 
Chetcuti put Polonia 
ahead after 14 minutes 
and seemed ready to meet 
the Heidelberg challenge 
until a 38th minute penalty 
scored by Scott Fraser 
had Heidelberg back on 


terms. 
Three minutes later 
Claude Lucchesi put 


Heidelberg ahead and af- 
ter halftime, with fitness 
the decisive factor, the 
dynamic young Bergers 
tore away to score twice 
more and let several other 
chances go begging. 
Polonia too had _ its 


chances in a wildly open, 
entertaining game but a 
Con Pappas goal in the 
69th minute put the issue 
beyond doubt. 

A John  Anastasiadis 
header on the stroke off full 
time completed _the 
scoreline. 

South Melbourne Hel- 
las, roundly criticised for 
its clear-out of experi- 
enced players, answered 
its detractors in the best 
fashion possible by win- 


ning its quarter final 2-0 » 


against Footscray. 


The Blues, surprised by | 


the early pace and aggres- 
sion shown by the Hellas 
youngsters, fell behind 
after just 21 minutes. 

Ken Murphy fouled Paul 
Trimboli on the edge of the 
penalty area and from the 
free kick Angie Postecog- 
lou made it 1-0 when he 
drove his shot low and 
hard through the wall and 
inside the post. 


Six minutes after half . 


time much-vaunted Hellas 
debutant Paul 
scored his first goal for the 
club when he hit home a 
rebound after a Paul Wade 
header was cleared from 
the line. 


BOBBY CHARLTON 
IN MELBOURNE 


BOBBY Chariton, one of the most respected play- 


ers in the Soccer world, will be in Melbourne on 
February 19 and 20 as guest speaker at the Offside 


Club’s Dinner. 


This dinner is a must for all those interested in the 


great game of Soccer. 


Tickets are $35 per head or $350 for a table of 10. 
Bookings can be made by contacting Anna Jones at 


Olympic Park on 429 6288. 


Bobby Chariton will also hold a Soccer clinic on 
February 19 and 20 at Olympic Park for boys between 


the ages of 10 and 16. 


He Is renowed for his Soccer clinics in England 


and throughout Europe. 


This Is an opportunity which should not be mis- 
sed. Bobby Chariton will be assisted by members of 


the present national team. 


Full details of the clinic will be available next week 


from Olympic Park. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


You can receive a mailed subscription copy of 
Australia's premier Soccer publication each 
week for 1988 simply by mailing the coupon and 
your cheque for $80 made payable to 
“Australian Soccer Weekly” to 
P.O. Box 406, BROADWAY, NSW, 2007. 


*EXTENSIVE NEWS COVER — NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE, THE STATES, JUNIORS, 
INDOOR, WOMEN, ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
EUROPE & AROUND THE WORLD. 
FIRST, BIGGEST & BEST! 


COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTION FOR $80.00 
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Trimboli » 


Hy * 


A third Hellas goal from 
George Kalogeros 15 mi- 
nutes later was disallowed 
as Hellas maintained the 
upper hand. 

The quarter-final teams: 


POLONIA: Kostrzewa, Farru- 


gla, Ognenovski, , 
Kotzamichallis, Chetcutl, Lakic, 
Czapnik, Pryzsbula, Baran 


HEIDELBERG: Ford, Kane- 
soulis, Byrne, Ousalkis, Fraser, 
Valentine, Anastasiadis, Pap- 


= 


From Left: Missing from the weekend action — 


vic, Van Egmond, 
, Deankovic, James, 
Tapal, Bozinovski, Spink, Crino, 
Lujic (Buriak 67). 
REFEREE: M. Gaut 
CROWD: 4,000 (double 
header) 


Serglo Melta, Bugsy Nyskohus and Charlie Villani. 
Our SA writer Tom McKain asks, ‘Who can stop 
City?’ 


SA Ampol Cup 


WHO COULD STOP CITY? 


BY TOM McKAIN 


ADELAIDE City has emerged from the first round 
of the SA Ampol Cup series favorities to retain the 


trophy. 


While coach Zoran 
Matic was happy with the 
2-1 win over a depleted 
Croatia last week, he will 
get a better idea of the fu- 
ture when he sees the 
other contestants in their 
opening round tonight. 

Hellas, already beaten 
twice by City this year in 
their annual two-ieg Chal- 
lenge Cup, take on a re- 
built Campbelitown while 
a powerful looking Salis- 
bury, so close to beating 
Hellas for last year's 
league title, goes in 
against a weak looking 
Para Hills. 

The latter has lost play- 
ers and gained none, and 
is relying on youngsters to 
see them through 1988. 

In last week's other 
match Lion, another team 
with a boosted squad, 
overcame Beograd, strug- 
gling with three stars — 
Brian Welsh, Sean 
Greaves and Richard Pre- 
ston — transferred and still 
waiting for clearances for 
new signings. 

The 2-1 scoreline for 
Lion did not flatter coach 
Jack Braidwood’s side, 
but they should give the 
Cup a shake. 

City looked impressive, 
considering they did not 
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field NSL stars Joe Mullen, 
Serio Melta, Steve Max- 
well, Neville Flounders, 
Bugsy Nyskohus, Aurelio 
Vidmar, Alex Tobin, Paul 
Shillabeer, or Charlie 
Villani. 


After losing 13-8 to City 
over two legs in the pre- 
season duel, Hellas coach 
Tom Forde will be anxious 
to come up with a convin- 
cing win over Campbell- 
town, but it won't be easy 
as the Red Devils’ boss, 
Dave Jenkins, while sell- 
ing key men has also re- 
cruited well and reckons 
he has a faster attack than 
last season. 

Para mentor Barry 
Simpson has to convince 
his young team it has what 
it takes to survive. 


But on paper Para could 
be the chopping block and 
Salisbury take the field 
with a strengthened team 
from last year when they 
were joint favorites for the 
league title. 

Coach Jimmy Campbell 
has more depth this sea- 
son and with sponsors 
Standing by to pour in more 
cash if Salisbury make the 
NSL, the Berries are cer- 
tain to charge from the 
Start of the 1988 program. 


| 


NSW SLIPS IN GEAR 


STATE League competition starts in earnest in a 
month’s time, but the ‘preliminaries’, including 
the elimination competition for the NSW State 


Cup are on the way. 


BLACKTOWN have been busy in the off-season, 
losing as many as seven players but gaining the 
services of Alan Reis and Jason Dunn from its 
biggest foe of 1987, Canberra City. 


Blacktown City has fost 
Gary Byrne who has re- 
tired, Kurt Reynolds who is 
now with Apia, Grant Lee 
who moved to Sydney 
Olympic and Adam Sandy 
and Bill Jeffries who re- 
turned to England, 

It is anticipated Roy 
Cotton will not be with the 
Demons next year. 

Brett Hughes, Black- 
town's stylish keeper, will 
be going to England next 
week to trial with Man- 


chester United. 
And while Hughes de- 
parts for the English 


shores, Jason Van Blerk 
will be returning from the 
U.K. He was with Derby 


County reserves and 
would have benefitted 
from the experience. 


New additions at the 
Gabbie will be Jason Dunn 
and Alan Reis, the stars of 


Canberra’s success in 
1987! 

The new-look Black- 
town: Watson, Maier, 
Dunn, Sterrey, Northam, 
Denyer, Kay, Ellem, 
Thorntwaite, Van Blerk, 
Reis. 


What does Les Scheinf- 
lug hope for in 19887 

“We will be flat out to win 
a place in the National 
League and | know this will 
not be easy. There are so 
many good teams. | ex- 
pect a stiff opposition from 
Melita, Inter Monaro, Uru- 
guayan Penrith and Rock- 
dale llinden. It is a very 
open State League in 
1988 and good results will 


not be easy to get,” 
Scheinflug said. 
RAUL Blanco is the 


only ‘new player’ at 
Melita Eagles. 
Admittedly, there is 
room for improvement 
and to that end, Melita 
will be bringing two im- 
ports, both from 
Argentina! 
No surprise indeed. 


One of the imports will 
be a defender and another 
a midfielder. 

Another addition to the 
Melita side will be Alex 
McPherson, the ex-Melita 
player who went from Meli- 
ta to Marconi to Sydney 
City to Blacktown and then 
back to Melita. 

The most likely team to 
play in this year's State 
League will come from the 
following players: 
McPherson or Pupovac, 
Meerbani, Rodriguez, Wil- 
liams, Robertson, Calla- 
nan, Farrugia, Ortiz, Vial, 
Brown, Farnsworth. 

Apart from the Argen- 
tian imports there will be a 
few names from the Melita 
juniors, such as Bucha- 
nan, Revely, Rago, 


Cabassi as well as Meli- 
ta’s import from Scotland 
Paul McFadden. 

Few new faces, but the 
only real change is Bianco 
for Hoggart. 


REIS AT 


ALAN REIS 


Blanco’s hopes for 1988 
are entertain. 

“Sure, every coach 
loves to win, but | believe 
that if you play an attrac- 


tive and positive football 
results will follow. Every- 
one is keen at the club but 
to predict the outcome of 
the League at this stage 
would be presumptious on 
my part,” Blanco said. 


Gojkovic 
for Takac 


Illja Takac, after five 
falrly happy years at 
Rockdale lIlinden has 
taken leave, allowing 
Rockdale to get a new 
face at the helm. 


He is Ljubo Gojkovic 
and certainly a well known 
name amongst the coach- 
ing fraternity in the NSL 
and State League. 


Gojkovic moves from 
Warringah Freshwater to 
join Rockdale llinden hop- 
ing for. at least a place in 
the top four. 


Keith Warren, Steve 
Knight and Stuart Porter 
followed their coach from 
Warringah. Presently 
there are talks about a Bel- 
grade star joining Rock- 
dale, but chances of him 
putting on the red and 
black for 1988 are remote. 


Alex Bottalico has left 
but the rest of the side is 
intact leaving Rockdale 
linden with a useful side 
for the season. 


llinden’s _ likely 
for 1988 is: 

Warren, Mitrovski, 
Boogard, Pilovski, Knight, 
Nastoski, Markovski, 
Rodas, Darlington, Kous- 
sas, Porter. 


Koussas, the ex-Olym- 
pic player is still a doubtful 
starter with Wollongong 
City showing distinct in- 
terest, but Gojkovic has an 
option of Genovese and 
Dounis in the striking de- 
partment to add to his side. 


There is also Darren 
and Jeff Wilson who could 
be in the starting line-up as 
well as Tony Zic in goal. 

Gojkovic’s hopes for 
1988 are to beat Melita in 
the opening game of the 
season. 


“Then we will re-assess 
the situation for the follow- 
ing week. It is my aim to be 
on the winning side, but if 
we lose then the winners 
will certainly have to earn 
it,” Gojkovic said. 


line-up 


ADELAIDE CITY ARE 
CHAMPING AT THE BIT 


BY TOM McKAIN 
ADELAIDE City, national champions in 1985, ere 


ready to fly high again. 


While he’s not predic- 
ting a title win, coach 
Zoran Matic is tipping his 
men will be in the five to 
improve on last season's 
dismal tenth spot. 

Instead of working with 
a shoestring squad this 
year he has recruited eight 
players Graham 
Latham, David Appleby, 
Wally Bojczuk, from local 
clubs, plus John Spanos 
from Manly, Steve Max- 
well (Marconi), Jesper 
Sorensen, (Denmark), 
Robbie Naven (AIS) and 
Robert Zabica, the WA 
State goalkeeper who re- 
places Willie McNally, now 
back in Perth. 

Add comeback after in- 
jury by Brian Northcote, 
Neville Flounders and 
Andy Toland, and the Gity 


squad looks awesome. 

The only other loss 
apart from McNally is Paul 
Wilde, who has signed for 
Salisbury. 


As well as last year’s 
squad and the newcom- 
ers, Matic has high hopes 
for Juan Rodriguez and 
Tim Mullen, two of last 
year’s State Second Divi- 
sion team. 

With City now having a 
team in the State First Divi- 
sion it has been able to 
attract new faces who will 
be assured of playing top 
local Soccer if they don't 
make the NSL side. 

Big centre back Neville 
Flounders, a fringe Soc- 
ceroo, has made a 
tremendous recovery 
after knee surgery, while 


Maxwell, unhappy in his 
one season with Marconi, 
is burning since his return 
to SA. 

And Sorensen is all 
class in the middle of the 
park with Sergio Melta and 
Aurelio Vidmar back to 
their best after struggling 
last year. 

With all their debts 
cleared and cash in the 
bank plus renewed spon- 
sorships, City is bursting to 
take the field against Mel- 
bourne Juventus in Ade- 
laide this weekend. 

And with the players 
given a lift in wages — 
working on an_ incentive 
format which can see them 
pulling in $600 for one 
match after a winning run 
— there will be no lack of 
enthusiasm. 

“We are also fitter than 
we've ever been,” Matic 
said. “ 
. “We all want to reward 
the fans who stuck with us 
last year in our bad times, 
and with the size and 
calibre of our squad there 
will be no excuses if we 
don't at least make the top 
five." 


ASW's man on the spot — 


GREG RUSSELL takes a 


look at the Soccer scene up north. 


Never-say-die Brisbane 


Western Suburbs club 


Taringa Rovers are set to make the most of their 
second chance survival In the XXXX League. 


After 38 years of 
amateurism, the club has 
voted to swing semi-pro- 
fessional in a bid to do well 
this season in a competi- 
tion they should never 
have been a part of. 

After coming last in last 
years XXXX League, 
following several other 
lowly pacings in the pre- 


not in the best interests of 
the code in Queensland 
for Brisbane Lions to have 
teams in the National 
League and the top divi- 
sion in Queensland and 
placed Lions’ _locallly- 
based teams in Division 
Two with a no-promotion 
clause. 

That left a vacancy in the 


The club’s $800,000 loan 
has been repaid. 


vious season, Rovers 
were automatically rele- 
gated out of the XXXX 
League. 


The club was gearing it- 
self for a season in Divi- 
sion Two when the QSF 
gave them an early Christ- 
mas present. 


The QSF management 
committee decided it was 


WELL-known Bris- 
bane Soccer identity 
Brian Addison has 
taken on one of his big- 
gest challenges in his 
long and distinguished 
career. 

And if successful, the 
outspoken Scotsman will 


be the pin-up of Queens- 
land's Chilean com- 
munity. 


After coaching stints at 
Qarra, Acacia Ridge and 
Inala City, Addison has 
taken over the reins of 
struggling fourth division 
club South Star, which is 
backed by the Chilean 
community. 

The club has _ lan- 
guished in the lower divi- 
sions for many seasons, 
but Addison believes the 
time is right for them to be- 
gin climbing the leagues. 

“There has _ always 
been a heap of skill at the 
club, but their teams often 
were wanting in other re- 
spects,’’ Addison said. 

“We have started train- 
ing and | have introduced 
them to a whole new world 
of fitness and discipline. 


XXXX League. After in- 
terviewing Taringa and 
Wynnum, who also had 
X0OO% = League _—experi- 
ence, Rovers were given 
the nod. 


And the club’s immedi- 
ate reaction was to switch 
to semi-professionalism. 


“We are one of the 
fortunate few to be given a 


We're going to surprise 
quite a few people this 
season.” 


And a deal being work- 
ed out with a neighboring 
Gaelic Football Club could 
see a facilities sharing 
arrangement which will 
end South Star’s past 
embarrassment of not 
being able to offer visiting 
teams proper changing 
facilities. 

“It’s a big challenge but | 
can sense enthusiasm at 
the club. It’s a step down in 
the divisions for me, but 
I've got a feeling it won't be 
too long before South Star 
begin looming as a new 
force, '’ Addison said. 


Addison, who last year 
coached the Inala City di- 
vision two reserves to a 
last-minute _ grand _ final 
triumph has already be- 
gun strengthening his 
team and is hopeful of 
luring back to the club Chi- 
lean community favorites 
Ringo Mejias and Richard 
Miranda. 


THOUUUULOGOOOOOUUUUAOAAONOGEUOOAAA TAA 
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second chance. We know 
we won't get a_ third 
chance so we have got to 
make it work otherwise we 
might slip away next time 
and not be heard of for 10 
years,” said Taringa club 
chairman Frank Speare. 


Speare has been the 
motivating force behind 
the move to amateurism 
and formulated much of 
the plan last year. But all 
his work looked like being 
wasted when Taringa 
were relegated. 


But now the club is back 
in top company, and on an 
equal footing in terms of 
offering contracts with its 
rivals, Taringa is deter- 
mined to make every post 
awinner. 


The club has targetted 
six players it hopes to sign 
before the season kicks off 
in March. And already the 
best of last year’s squad 
have been offered con- 
tracts in a bid to keep them 
at Speare Park. 


“We are after quality 
Players. But we are not 
going to get carried away. 
We have a budget to work 
to and will be competitive 
in the transfer market with- 


sae \ 


LAWRENCE 
OUDENDYK 


Division 2 


out being ridiculous,” 
Speare said. 

While some club 
supporters in the past may 
have argued against the 
policy to stay amateur, the 
decision by club officials to 
stand firm for so long has 
left Taringa an enviable 
legacy. 


Taringa assets 


The final loan repay- 
ment on the club’s 
$800,000 has been re- 
pald and just $10,000 re- 
mains outstanding on 
the club’s $130,000 ame- 
nities block. With nearly 
$1 million In assets be- 
hind them, the time was 
obviously right to start 
paying players. 


“It was not that we were 
ever against semi-profes- 
sionalism for any real or 
Particular reason, it was 
just that we were com- 
mited in other directions,” 
Speare said. 


“But some of those 
commitments are no 
longer there and if we are 
serious about playing in 
the XXXX League, then 
the time had come to look 
at our playing staff.” 


TARINGA PAY — LIONS THE PREY! 


r ene at ae) 
Brisbane Lions defender Craig Dangerfield (left) 


closes down Coalstars rival Alan McFarlane. 


But ironically, the deci- 
sion to switch to semi-pro- 
fessionalism came too late 
to save one of Taringa’s 
favorite sons. 

Former NSL player Cal- 
vin Daunt, who returned to 
Speare Park to play with- 
out payment after stints at 
Lions and Ipswich United, 
opted to move during the 
off-season to Coalstars. 

Now the Taringa com- 
mittee is moving quickly in 


a bid to keep state squad 
member Mark Gilbert at 
the club. Gilbert has been 
trialling with several clubs 
this season but could be 
made a generous offer to 
Stay at Rovers. 

“We want to show loyal- 
ty to our existing players 
and obviously Mark Gil- 
bert is among those we 
would very much like to 
keep at Taringa,” Speare 
said. 


Lions not lying down 


BRISBANE Lions in- 
tend to push ahead 
with an appeal to re- 
gain their XXXX 
League status. 


After regaining its NSL 
place last year, the 
Queensland Soccer 
Federation management 
committee decided during 
the off-season the 
local game would be better 
served and there would be 
less confusion if Lions 
were not included in the 
1988 XXXX League. 

Instead, the club will 
play locally in Division 
Two. 

But it also has been a 


case of once bitten, twice 
shy for the QSF. The man- 
agement committee took a 
similar action in the last re- 
Structuring, but through 
Promotion and relegation, 
Lions’ second team won 
its way into the XXXX (then 
Premier) League. It even- 
tually went on to make a 
grand final. 


This time, there has 
been a no promotion 
clause slipped on the 
Lions Division Two outfit, 
which will be used as re- 
serve side for the club's 
NSL team. 


“We learnt a valuable 
lesson last time but it be- 


ACACIA TO SWEAT IT OUT 
... Weekend at Tallebudgera 


PROMOTION-seeking 
Division Two club, 
Acacia Ridge will break 
new ground for a lower 
division side by stag- 
ing a live-in pre-season 
camp. 

New Ridge coach Eric 
Thompson intends taking 
away more than 30 play- 
ers for a special Soccer 
weekend at Tallebudgera 
fitness camp next month. 


“It's going to be a 
weekend where | hope we 
will not only get a lot of 
work done but also build a 
team and club spirit that 
will last us through the 
year,’’ Thompson said. 


After being involved. 
with leading club Mount 
Gravatt for nearly 10 
years, Thompson needs 
to get to know his new 
players as much as they 


need to learn about him. 
But the Ridge players 
have quickly responded to 
Thompson's high level of 
professionalism. 


“| don't regard us as a 
Second Division club, we 
are a club one year away 
from XXXX League,” 
Thompson said. 

“It's going to be a very 
tough league to win, but if 
everyone does their job as 
best they can and as pro- 
fessionally as they can, 
then we can achieve all our 
goals." 

The division two com- 
petition is fast shaping up 
as one which could rival 
the XXXX League in in- 


terest this season. 
Fast-rising Inala City 
have appointed former 


Lions and Brisbane City 
coach Joe Gilroy and are 
certain to be a force, as will 


last year's 
Wynnum. 

And Newmarket, now 
being coached by former 
president Bob White are 
ensuring they will be com- 
petitive after a disappoint- 
ing season last year. 


The McCook-based 
club has been extremely 
active in the pre-season 
transfer market and re- 
Portedly offering lucrative 
deals for the players it is 
after. 


And with White’s strong 
contacts with Brian 
Clough and Nottingham 
Forest, it would not be- 
surprising if a guest player 
appears before the sea- 
son is out. 

With Lions also in the 
League, although not able 
to gain promotion — the 
standard of football is cer- 
tain to be higher than ever. 


runners-up 


comes very difficult to 
Promote your top competi- 
tion when it can be seen 
that the best players from 
one club are actually in 
another league,” QSF 
Executive Director Alan 
Vessey said. 


“There is also a lot of 
confusion among people 
outside the code, and 
sometimes sponsors, 
when they see the same 
name in two different com- 
petitions.” 

But Lions officials be- 
lieve their club fairly won 
its right in the XXXX 
League and deserve to 
keep it. 

The club also maintains 
that to be successful in the 
NSL, its reserve team 
must be playing locally at 
the best standard avail- 
able. 


The club will take the 
issue to next week's coun- 
cil of clubs meeting in a bid 
to over-rule the manage- 
ment committee's deci- 
sion. 


“We don't think we 
should be penalised be- 
cause we were successful 
in getting back into the 
NSL,” said club secretary 
Lawrence Oudendyk. 


“We proved in the past 
we could still compete and 
played our part in every 
way in the XXXX League.” 


Oudendyk concedes it 
is going to be a very diffi- 
cult task to keep happy 
those players not in the 
NSL squad if. Lions’ 
second team is locked into 
the second division. 


“The difference in play- 
ing standard will be enor- 
mous. Anyone coming 
back into the NSL squad 
after a few weeks in our 
other team will find it very, 
very difficult,’” he said. 


MENGOTTI'S 
TRANSFER 
WRANGLE 


AFTER 


staging the 


“best year in his career 


last season, Queens- 
land’s player of the 
year. Frank Mengotti 
has had a nightmare 
start to 1988. 

The brilliant 25-year-old 
right-back, who many in 
Queensland rate has the 
ability to play for Australia, 
has been caught up in a 
transfer wrangle which 
has devastated his career. 

Only an unexpected 
twist this week will save 
Mengotti from being 
banished to the Queens- 
land XXXX League this 
year, and will end any 
hopes he has of forcing his 
way into Frank Arok's Soc- 


ceroos. 


FRANK MENGOTTI 


Mengotti was the star of 
Brisbane City’s _ revival 
season last year when 
they finished just one point 
behind eventual NSL 
Promotion winners, Lions, 
and when City coach Juan 
Cutillas switched to Lions, 
it caused no surprises 
when he returned to 
Spencer Park for his 
captain. 

City, who are aiming to 
emulate Lions this year 
and win their way back into 
the NSL, were determined 
not to lose their star and 
slapped a $30,000 fee on 
Mengotti's head when he 
asked to go on the transfer 
list. 

Mengotti was given per- 
mission to train with Lions 
and completed the gruell- 
ing seven weeks off-sea- 
son preparations mapped 
out by Cutillas. 


Most considered that 
when his appeal against 
the fee was finally heard, 
the outrageous price 
would be reduced to a 
reasonable fee and Men- 
gotti would become a Lion. 


But not the QSF Man- 
agement Committee 
which heard the appeal. It 
reduced the fee by just 
$10,000. 

Lions wanted Mengotti, 
but as $20,000, it was 
“bad economics” to go 
ahead with the deal. 


“We could get a top 
class striker in the south 
for the same amount. It's a 
ridiculous fee considering 
the market strength at the 


moment,” said Lions 
secretary Lawrence 
Oudendyk. 


CONTINUED 
ON NEXT 
PAGE ix 
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FONTANA LEAVES W’GONG MACEDONIA 


BY PHIL MURPHY 


ONE of the most unusual coaching combinations 
in Australian soccer has split with the resignation 
of Glenn Fontana from State League club Wollon- 


gong Macedonia. 


Fontana was to have 
shared the coaching role 
with Mike Johnson this 
season but quit the club 
late last week. 

Johnson and Fontana 


signed up in November 
with Johnson — informing 
the club he would be un- 
able to attend Sunday 
games because of his re- 
ligous beliefs. 


MARCONI UNWORRIED 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


MARCONI coach Bertie Mariani was not too per- 
turbed by his team’s 2-1 loss last Saturday night, 
against arch-rivals Apia Leichhardt in round 1 of 
the Beach Fashions Cup. 

This Saturday evening Marconi clashes with Sunshine 
George Cross at the Marconi Stadium in the opening 


round of the League. 


Robbie Wheatley is poised to come back into the side 
to fill in for the suspended defender, Joe Rizzotto who 


was sent off against Apia. 
Mariani told ASW: 


“Nobody can be happy about a loss but we lacked 


match fitness against Apia. 


“From now on it is hopefully going to be a different 


story. 


“It will be a long season and it is early days yet." 
Marconi's likely line-up to meet Sunshine George 


Cross is: 


Bruce James: Gerardo Gomez, Steve Calderan, Tony 
Henderson, Robbie Wheatley: lan Gray, Craig Mason, 


Tommy McCulloch, Peter 
de Jong. 


Katholos: Frank Farina, Fred 


Standing by are Geoff Gunning, Zlatko Nastevski, 
Paul Carter and David Lowe. 


The committee were 
happy to have the two 
coaches working together 
at training nights with 
Fontana in charge on 
match days. 

Fontana told ASW he 
could not work with 
Johnson. 

“Il cannot get aiong 
with him after what has 
happened in recent days 
and have decided to get 
out,” he said. 

“There is no problem 
with the committee but | 
just can't operate as things 
are there at present.” 

A personality clash 
sparked the rift and it could 
have far reaching effects. 

Some players are very 
unhappy that Fontana has 
left and at least two of them 


Standing by: 
PAUL CARTER 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT AT 8PM 
MARCONI STADIUM 


Coach BERTI MARIANI | 


_ 
} 
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FRANK FARINA 
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could be seeking a move. 

One player told ASW he 
would not have signed 
with the club if he had 
known Fontana would not 
be coaching. 

He said most of the 
senior players were 
“very concerned” at the 
latest development. 

Johnson said his re- 
lationship with Fontana 
had not worked out. 

“We have had long 
talks about the situation 
and Fontana told me he 
wanted to quit,” Johnson 
said. 

Macedonia secretary 
Bob Kezovski confirmed 
Fontana is no longer with 
his club but refused to 
make any further 
comment. 


MENGOTTI'S 
‘WRANGLE 
CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 
FIFTEEN 


Indeed, if Lions had 
gone ahead with the trans- 
fer it would have made 
Mengotti the third most 
expensive sale this sea- 
son — behind only Soc- 
ceroo keeper Jeff Olver 
($26,000) and Socceroo 
stopper Alan Hunter 
($23,000). 

It’s a hefty price for a 
player with only six state 
team caps and who was 
bought just four years ago 
by Brisbane City for 
$2,000. 

A bitterly disappointed 
Mengoiti conceded after 
the appeal he had no 
choice but to return to Bris- 
bane City. 

But he vowed; “I will go 
back, but | will be playing 
for myself.” 

The only hope for Men- 
gotti is an 71th hour bid by 
a Brisbane businessman, 
who has been angered by 
the treatment handed out 
to Mengotti. 

The businessman, who 
does not want to be 
named, is prepared to put 
up $5,000 if it will help 
Mengotti achieve his aim 
of playing NSL this 
season. 

He said: “| am dis- 
gusted a player of Mengot- 
ti's ability and determina- 
tion is being kept out of the 
top competition in which 
he obviously wants to 
play.” 

“Il believe he has sadly 
been caught in the middle 
of a bureaucratic bungle of 
which certain _ officials 
within Soccer should be 
ashamed. They have 
done nothing but destroy 
Mengotti’s future and held 


back Queensland 
Soccer.” 
The businessman 


wants to negotiate a loan 
agreement with City as he 
wants to be seen not to be 
backing Lions, but more so 
helping Mengotti achieve 
hisaims. _ 

But QSF rules do not 
permit transfers involving 
individuals. The only hope 
Mengotti has got is if Lions 
Officials can meet with the~ 
businessman and urge 
him to channel his money 
through the club. 

Lions are prepared to 
pay $15,000 for Mengotti 
and the businessman's 
$5,000 would make up the 
$20,000 fee. 


JIM FOLEY ... experience at Gosford. 


JIM FOLEY HOTS UP 
THE CENTRAL COAST 


JIM FOLEY has only been on the Coast several weeks but already he has 
put his touch of professionalism to Central Coast Soccer. Foley has been 
appointed coach of Central Coast State First Grade side and plans for a 
marked improvement in the team’s results this season. 

Over the last few years Central Coast has floundered at the bottom of the ladder 
and although there has been a lot of promise, nothing has materialised and with it, 
any enthusiasm. 

Foley has resurrected the enthusiasm and together with chairman Brian Mackey 
has formed an impressive list of players to start the season. 

Already Foley has signed Richard Hartley as assistant coach/player. Hartley hails 
from Hamilton Azzurri where he has coached for the last few years. Hartley is also 
an impressive midfield player who will be used on the field in Foley's plans. 

As well as Hartley, Foley has signed two other new and exciting players to 
strengthen the first grade ranks. Top goalscorer and former Weston and Adamstown 
striker John (J.J.) Turnbull will obviously add thrust in the forward line and assist Paul 
Corbert, while Stephen Kriby secured from Wallsend First Grade will strengthen the 
midfield. 

Add these players to last year’s squad with the retention of Dale Eggleton and 
Paul Corbert, the team starts to get a positive look about it. 

Also under negotiation important signings may come from the ex-Central Coast 
Newcastle quintet of Nigel Drysdale, Mark Drysdale, Derek Caisley, Todd Roberts 
and Craig Bennett. 

Local Premier League players are also interested and have trialled in a pre- 
Christmas session held at Pluim Park. 

Foley said he was still looking for more local players to attend pre-season trials, so 
that a ‘full blooded’ assault could be made on the Newcastle counterparts this 
season. 

First trial sessions this year will be held at Pluim Park on Tuesday and Friday, 
February 2 and 5 starting 7pm. 


ROBERT 


— FROM KEVIN BEST 


WHEATLEY 


PLAYER 
PROFILE 


NAME: Robert Wheatley 

BIRTHPLACE and DATE: Caringbah, Sydney 
HEIGHT and WEIGHT: 5’11” 76kg 

MARRIED: Yes to Joanne 

CAR: Camira 

NICKNAME: Wheaters, Wombat 

PREVIOUS CLUBS: Blacktown City 

OCCUPATION: PE Teacher 

FAVOURITE PLAYER: Paul Wade, Peter Raskopoulos 
FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTS: Tennis, swimming 
FAVOURITE GROUND: Olympic Park 

HOLIDAY RESORT: Fiji 

MUSIC: Heavy Rock/Roll 

FAVOURITE POSITION: Sweeper 

ACTOR/ESS: Burt Reynolds, Goldie Hawn 

MOVIE: Recently “Top Gun” 

TV SHOW: Don't get time due to training 

DISH: Lasagne, roast dinner 

DRINK: Bourbon/Coke 

LIKES: Being on the team sheet every week, travelling 


A Melbourne Soccer 
Pools Systems syndi- 
cate used their $% mil- 
lion Division 1 win in 
Week 125 to fill the 


“Christmas Stock- 
ings” and celebrate 
Christmas as _ never 
before. 

Regular Pools players, 
they had been modifying 
their system and this time 


overseas with resounding success. 
DISLIKES: Bus trips, pre-season training. It goes to show persist- 
INTERNATIONAL GAMES: ence certainly does pay 
In favour of them. off. 

MOST MEMORABLE MATCH: Aust v Argentina World With Pools your 


Youth Cup Sydney 1981. chances of winning are’ 
BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: Not coming to Marconi 2/ better than other games, 
3 years earlier and by playing a Systems 


WORST INJURY: None to date, 3 weeks out in 1985. 
MOST PROMISING TEAMMATE: Tony Henderson. 
HARDEST OPPONENT: Chris Kalantzis 
FAVOURITE ALL TIME PLAYERS: Franz Beckenbauer 
BOOT TYPE: The sponsor's 

“BEST WORLD XI: Banks, Beckenbauer, Moore, Cabrini, 
Scirea, Socrates, Platini, Tardelli, Pele, Maradona. 
AMBITIONS FOR 88: To have a slightly better year and 
more games for Aust 
LONG-TERM AMBITIONS: Financial security, keeping 
long term friends from the game. 


entry your chances are im- 
proved further. 

Christmas came a day 
late for some from New 
South Wales, Victoria and 
Tasmania. On Boxing Day 
their numbers came up 
and they were each over 
$66,000 richer. 

Pools really is the game 
as Big As Australia. 


_ CANBERRA WAVES REIS GOODBYE 


GRAHAM 


COOKE’S 


ACT REVIEW 


LAST-minute generosity from a number of 
supporters has saved Canberra Griffins from 
Soccer oblivion for the 1988 season. 


The club will field teams 
in the first and reserve divi- 
sions of the NSW League 
— but it will be done on a 
fow budget and without a 
number of last year's 
established stars. 


Chief among the absen- 
tees will be 1987's top 
scorer and the league's 
player of the year, Alan 
Reis, who has been sold to 
Blacktown City. 


: 


INTER Monaro presi- 
dent Willy Weljers said 
his club was willing to 
sit down and talk about 
a possible amalgama- 
tlon with Canberra Grif- 
fins. 


This surprise move 
came on the same day 
speculation over the Grif- 
fins’ future ended with the 
announcement they 
would compete in the new 
League in the 1988 
‘season. 


“| don’t think there 
would be any doubt a com- 
bined club would have the 
resources and the players 
to win promotion back to 
the NSL,"’ Weijers said. 


“The Griffins have had 
trouble this season and we 
had problems in 1987. 
While Monaro’s finances 
are now sound, it is only 
because of some ex- 
ceptional sacrifices in time 
and money by our suppor- 
ters and | don’t know how 
much longer than can go 
on. 


“While we are based in 


The money from trans- 
fer fees plus donations will 
keep the Griffins in busi- 
ness and with it the hope 
that the financial situation 
will improve. 

While nothing has come 
from the ill-fated relation- 
ship with Bob  Pitchard 
Marketing International, 
Publicity officer John Bon- 
Nett said the club was mak- 
ing efforts to find its own 


Commonsense plan 


INTER MONARO ARE 
PREPARED TO TALK 


Queanbeyan a lot of our 
players and supporters 
live in Canberra and it 
would make sense to at 
least explore the possibil- 
ity of an amalgamation, 
perhaps in time for the 
1989 season, which would 
ensure the future of top 
Soccer in the district.” 


ACT REVIEW 


Meanwhile Weijers has 
announced two major 
signings — creative mid- 
fielder Tilly Carbone from 
NSL club Marconi and 
striker Stan Dukic from 


ACT first-division 
championship Croatia 
Deakin. 


Carbone, a former Aus- 
tralian youth squad mem- 
ber, played for Monaro 
during its two-year spell in 
the NSL and was one of 
the few players to emerge 
from the disastrous 1986 
season with his reputation 
unscathed. 


Dukic finished equal top 
scorer for Croatia last sea- 
son and had often ex- 
pressed a desire to try his 


Heather Reid speaks... 


WOMEN’S WORLD CUP OPEN 


THE way is open for 
Australia to take part In 
the first women's 
World Cup in 1990 
following a telex mes- 
sage from FIFA last 
week. 

AWSA executive _di- 
rector Heather Reid said in 
Canberra the tlex had re- 
quested Australia's 
nomination for a 12-coun- 
try pilot competition in 
Canton, China, in June. 

“There seems no doubt 
that our nomination, and 
that of New Zealand, will 
be accepted,” Reid said. 
“And our performance 
there will probably deter- 
mine whether we get a 
Place in the full World 

aa 


Dp. 
Plans for both competi- 


tions had been discussed 
at length during the recent 
Chinese Cup competition 
in Taiwan in which Austra- 
lia finished equal fifth out of 
10 teams, beating and 
drawing with Canada (2-0, 
0-0), beating Hong Kong 
(6-0) and losing to Liang- 
Yu (0-1), Mulan (0-2), US 
(0-6), New Zealand (0-1) 
and West Germany (0-2). 

Reid was not unhappy 
with this performance but 
said Australia was a long 
way behind some teams 
when it came to prepara- 
tion. 

“For instance, West 
Germany had a 10-day 
training camp in Singa- 
pore immediately before 
the competition while the 
two Taiwanese sides, 
Liang-Yu and Mulan, lived 


sponsors and a number of 
avenues were open. 

It seems almost certain 
the financial strictures 
placed on the club will 
mean it cannot continue to 
play at the expensive 
Bruce Stadium. A possible 
alternative would be Haw- 
ker Oval which has all the 
facilities necessary for 
NSW League Soccer. 

For the same reasons it 
is now most unlikely last 
year’s coach Augusto 
Palacios will be brought 
back from Peru. 

The 1988 Griffins came 
together for the first time at 
a training session at Hack- 
ett Oval last week. The 
team is likely to be a mix- 
ture of youngsters and old 
hands. 

Reis said he wished the 


hand at a higher standard 
of Soccer. 


The club is continuing 
negotiations to complete 
its first-team squad and 
talks are being held with 
another member of the 
1986 NSL team as well as 
a top quality goalkeeper. 


Meanwhile reserve 
team coach Harry Wil- 
liams has made an appeal 
for youngsters interested 
in playing for the club. 


“I would like them to 
come along to trials today 
and on Friday and | hope to 
have enough to organise a 
full game on that 
weekend," he said. 


“The NSW League re- 
serve grade is basically an 
under 21 competition and 
I'm only interested in play- 
ers who qualify for that. 


“I'm looking for youngs- 
ters who are ambitious to 
get into the first team. If 
they have the talent they 
will get their chance.” 

Those wishing to try out 
should meet at the Marco 
Polo Club in Queanbeyan 
at 6pm today or Friday. 


and trained together for 
four months.”” 

The Australian build-up 
to Canton would include a 
training camp for the 
squad before departure 
“and we might also try.to 
get the senior players into 
a camp with the youth 
team at the Australian In- 
stitute of Sport from April 4 
to 10.” 

For once, finance will 
not be such a burden. The 
tournament is _ officially 
sponsored by FIFA which 
will meet all travelling ex- 
penses, with accommoda- 
tion being paid for by the 
Chinese Football Associa- 
tion. 

“Our costs consist of 
the training camp and kit- 
ting out the players,” Reid 
said. 


Griffins well but had to 
make his own plans in the 
light of the continuing un- 
certainty over the future of 
the club. 

“It remains my ambition 
to play in the NSL again 
and it now seems that 
Blacktown have the best 


Lee Sterrey from Marconi, 
so they'll be very competi- 
tive. In addition, they made 
me an offer | would have 
been silly to refuse.” 

He plans to stay in Can- 
berra, training with the AIS 
squad during the week 
and travelling to Sydney 
on Friday aftemoons for 
an evening training ses- 
sion and the weekend 
game. 


‘OLDIES’ 
GATHER 
IN UK 
IN 1989 


Festival Director for the 
forthcoming Brighton 
event, Roger Wedge, said 
the undoubted success of 
the third International Gol- 
den Oldies Soccer Festi- 
val which took place on 
Australia's famous Gold 
Coast in October, guaran- 
tees a large attendance. 

Wedge, who has played 
professional Soccer for 
Britain's Leyton Orient 
team, said the 1987 Gol- 
den Oldies Festival was 
his first and he was highly 
impressed with both the 
organisation and spirit of 
the event. 

He said: “The combina- 
tion of venue and social 
activities proved a winner 
and my organising team 
and | will ensure we offer 
‘our own British flavour of 
hospitality at the 1989 
festival."" 

“The fact that the festi- 
vals are held every two 
years at a difference de- 
stination adds enormous 


spirit of the Golden Oldies 
events are the things that 
will stay in our minds 
longest. As a result of the 
Gold Coast event | have 
made many good friends 
at the Festival and the 
chance to renew old 
acquaintances and make 
new friends has, | know, 
been the underlying 
reason for the phenome- 
nal growth of these 
events.” 


Auckland, New Zealand, 
1979. 

“This Soccer Festival 
has been extremely enjoy- 
able from my point of view 
and, from what | have 
‘observed, everyone who 
attended shares my feel- 
ings. It has been like a 
grand reunion and | have 
no doubt that many who 
took part in the Gold Coast 
event will want to be at the 
1989 Festival in Bright- 


came to the Gold Coast to 
play. Ironically, the 
famous sunshine disap- 
peared for a good part of 
the week, but the Golden 
Oldies spirit never flag- 
ged. On the final day of 
play, the teams were out 
there playing in conditions 
that competitive players 
would not have played i 
Moore said. 


Moore, who joined the 
Golden Oldies on the field 
throughout the rain and 
the fun, is lending his sup- 
port to the week-long 
Festival in Brighton two 
years hence. 

Roger Wedge, who 
manages veteran Soccer 
team The Union Jack Old 
Boys in the UK, is well 
qualified to head the next 
event. Games will take 
place on three days and 
social activities will kick off 
in the traditionally festive 
Golden Oldies manner 
with an “‘icebreaker” func- 
tion at Brighton’s Com Ex- 
change. A tour of the 
famous and _ hallowed 
Wembley Stadium _ will 
also include —London’s 
major tourist attractions. 


EXPLOSION OVER 
COACHING SPOT 


THE ACT Soccer Federation and the Senior 
League are heading for a confrontation over the 
re-appointment of Mark Brogan as Director of 
Coaching in 1988. 

A recent meeting of the league management com- 
mittee gave full support to Its chairman Jo Alberto, 
who quit the federation executive late last year. 

While Alberto has declined to comment on the 
reasons for his resignation, It Is understood to be in 
protest over a decision by the executive to reappoint 
Brogan as DOC, overturning a previous resolution to 
advertise the post for 1988. 

The league has reinforced Its stand by sending a 
motion to the Assembly of Clubs meeting on Febru- 
ary 15 “that Senior League clubs will not provide 
financial support for the position of ACT Director of 
Coaching.” 

if passed this would significantly advance a crisis 
within ACT Soccer administration which erupted 
with Alberto's resignation — under the constitution 
the senior league chairman must be a member of the 
federation executive — and raise the question of who 
really runs Soccer In the territory. 

While the Federation is the governing body it is the 
club, through the senior and junior leagues, which 
have the financial muscle and it Is this which the 
Senior League Is now exercising in support: of its 
stand In the Brogan affair. 


NORTH BANKSTOWN 
SOCCER CLUB 


Awell— performed club in 
NSW State League Second Division 
requires 


PLAYERS FOR ALL GRADES 


(Third grade age DOB August 1, 1968) 
Phone coach Dennis Madden 


@ 709 8861 


or secretary John Sirett 


®@ 77 8430 
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SHOWDOWN IN BOGOTA FOR SOCCEROOS? 


COLOMBIA, currently rated the third best team in 
South America, emerged from the draw for the 
qualifying rounds of the 1990 World Cup as the 
largest probable obstacle on the Socceroos’ road 
to Italy. 

The Colombians earned their standing by defeating 
World Champions Argentina 2-1 at Buenos Aires in the 
third place play-off during last year’s South American 
Championship. 

Earlier, they had outclassed Chile for long periods of 
their semi-final, until conceding two goals within two mi- 
nutes (this, after 287 minutes of tournament play without 
yielding any!) and going down 2-1. 

Colombia provided both the Championship’s leading 
goal scorer (Arnoldo Iguaran) and top player (Carlos Val- 
derrana). 

Soccer in Colombia is in the midst of a boom period. 
Those who harbor misgivings on the role of tobacco and 
alcohol sponsorship in Australia will be appalled to learn, 
the likeliest reason for this is the laundering of illegal 
proceeds from cocaine smuggled into the United States! 

Last year a Government investigation concluded that, 
contrary to popular belief, the vast sums of money now 
circulating within Colombian Soccer (in stark contrast to 
the impoverished state of the game everywhere else in 
South America) do not originate from the drug trade. 

What the investigation failed to reveal was: Where else 
could the money conceivably, come from? 

Irrespective of the source of the wealth that has ele- 
vated Soccer in the north west South American republic 
to unprecedented health, the team that only a few years 
ago was noteworthy merely for the gaudiness of their 
playing strip (orange jersey with yellow, blue and red 
stripes, cream shorts) will be highly favored to qualify for 
the 1990 World Cup finals. 


6 Colombia, then, are 
logical favorites 9 


COLOMBIA on the attack in the white shirts. Will 

they be the Socceroos’ World Cup qualifying oppo- 

nents? Inset: Paraguay’s dangerman ROBERTO 
CABANAS. 


In South American Qualifying Group Two, Colombia 
are matched with Paraguay and Ecuador. 

Ecuador have long been the second weakest national 
side in South America (only Venezuela is poorer) and 
there is absolutely nothing to suggest they will improve 
significantly within the next two years. Paraguay, who 
reached the last 16 of the 1986 World Cup, possess a 
couple of world class players in Romerito and Roberto 
Cabanas plus a handful of very handy performers at in- 
ternational level. 

At the South American Championship, though, Col- 
ombia beat them 3-0 and that fairly reflects the respective 
merits of the two teams at the present time. 

Colombia, then, are the logical favorites to top their 
qualifying group and face the winners of the Oceania 
section for a place in the finals. 


No Joy 


It may be a little premature to suggest that the Soccer- 
oos prepare themselves psychologically for a trip to 
Bogota (amongst the most inhospitable spots on Earth 
for a visiting Soccer team to endure), but their chances of 
prevailing in what is threatening to become a biennial 
triangular tournament between themselves, Israel and 
New Zealand must always be rated at better than 50-50. 

Before their World Cup campaigns begin in earnest, 
Australia and New Zealand will be required to dispose of 


The exclusive choice of 8) 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 
NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE and 
ENGLISH and SCOTTISH LEAGUES 
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Taiwan and Fiji respectively. Sadly for those with the 
interests of Oceania Soccer as a whole at heart, this 
looks to be a mere formality. 

The 1990 World Cup qualifying rounds draw in full is: 


OCEANIA (Australia, Fijl, New Zealand, Talwan and 
Israel) 

First round (home and away). 

Group One — New Zealand v. Taiwan. 

Group Two — Australia v. Fiji. 

Israel receive a bye to the second round and will play 
the two group winners in a league system. 

The winners of the second round will play off against 
the winner of South American Group Two, one a home 
and away basis, to determine which of them progresses 
to Italy. 


ASIA (25 entries) 

Two zones — West Asia and East Asia, with first round 
matches played on a league system. 

Second round matches also to a league format, with 
the winners of the six sub groups playing home and away. 
The winners and runners-up in this will qualify for the 
finals. 


WEST ASIA: 

Sub-group one — Iraq, Qatar, Jordan, Oman. 

Sub-group two — Saudi Arabia, Syria, Bahrain, North 
Yemen. Fi 

Sub-group three — Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, 
Pakistan, South Yemen. 


EAST ASIA: 

Sub-group one 
Malaysia, India. 

Sub-group two — China, Iran, Thailand, Bangladesh, 
Nepal. 

Sub-group three — North Korea, Japan, Indonesia, 
Hong Kong. 

South Korea impressed during the 1986 World Cup 
finals and, later in the same year, won the Asian Games 
title. Their subsequent form suggests they remain the 
best in the continent and will be expected to qualify. 

Any one of eight teams could join them and, unless 
Political considerations result in their withdrawal, Iran 
may well squeeze through. 


CONCACAF (15 entries) 

First and second round matches to be played on a 
home and away format; with the losers eliminated, third 
round will be conducted on a league basis amongst the 
survivors. 

First Round: Antigua v. Netherlands Antilles, 
Jamaica v. Puerto Rico, Trinidad and Tobago v. Guyana, 
Guatamala v. Cuba, Costa Rica v. Panama. 

Second Round: Antigua or Netherlands Antilles v. El 
Salvador, Jamaica or Puerto Rico v. USA, Trinidad and 
Tobago or Guyana v. Honduras, Guatamala or Cuba v. 
Canada, Costa Rica or Panama v. Mexico. 

The five winners of second round ties will play off ina 
league system, on a home and away basis, with the win- 
ner and runners-up claiming berths in Italy. 

Although Mexico do not dominate the CONCACAF 
region as the country’s huge Soccer playing population 
suggests they ought, the favoritism will lie with them — if 
only because of Hugo Sanchez. As for the runners-up 
spot — El Salvador, USA, Honduras, Canada, Cuba and 
Costa Rica all have a chance. 


— South Korea, Singapore, 


SOUTH AMERICA (10 entries) 


Teams in each group will meet their opponents home 
and away. Winners of Group,One and Group Three auto- 
matically qualify for the finals, the winners of Group Two 
will play off with the winners of the Oceania Group for a 
place in Italy. 

Group One — Uruguay, Peru and Bolivia. 

South American champions Uruguay, athough a re- 
markably enigmatic side, should qualify comfortably. 
Peru have been in the doldrums for some time and the 
Alianza plane disaster will inevitably weaken them furth- 
er. Unless they make incredible progress in an asto- 
nishingly short time, Bolivia can be discounted. 

Group Two — Colombia, Paraguay and Ecuador. 


Groups Three — Brazil, Chile and Venezuela. 

What was, until very recently, ‘unthinkable’ — the 
failure of Brazil to qualify for a World Cup finals, is now 
firmly placed in the mind of every Brazilian Soccer 
supporter. Brazil's federation; once envied throughout 
the Soccer playing world for its organisational ability, is 
now a shambles and morale amongst players is at rock 
bottom. Add to this Chile's 4-0 demolition of the three 
times World Champions at last year’s Copa America and 
there seems to be every reason for pessimism to prevail 
throughout the country. 

Hopefully, the threat of elimination will jolt the Brazi- 
lians into taking the action necessary to tap what remains 
the greatest source of Soccer talent in the world and once 
again give us a team to admire in 1990. 

At the moment though, only one thing is certain — that 
hapless Venezuela definitely won't be-seen in Italy. 


Mie 


FOR THOSE WHO 
TAKE THEIR & T 
SERIOUSLY 


© Colombia, third place 
getters at last year’s 
South American Champ- 
ionship and__ potential 
obstacle for the Soccer- 
os en route to the 1990 
World Cup finals, will 
contest the Rous Cup 
with England and Scot- 
land in May. 


e@ New Zealand  in- # 
ternational central de- 
fender Ceri Evans has 
gained a Rhodes Scholar- 
ship and will study at Ox- 
ford University in Eng- 
land for two years. Evans 
is a Doctor of Medicine. 


RIGHT: Australlan skip- 
per Charlie Yankos set 
for a date with 
Colombia? 


= 


This story is conti 
on page 10 < 


AFRICA (24 entries) 

First round ties to be played on a home and away for- 
mat; with the losers eliminated, second round will be con- 
ducted amongst the 16 survivors in four groups of four on 
a league system and the winners of these groups will play 
Off to decide the two that advance to the finals as Africa’s 
representatives. 

First Round: Angola v. Sudan, Lesotho v. Zimbabwe, 
Rwanda v. Zambia, Uganda v. Malawi, Libya v. Burkina 
Faso, Ghana v. Liberia, Tunisia v. Guinea, Togo v. 
Gabon. 

Second Round: 

Group One: Algeria, Ivory Coast, Libya or Burkina 
Faso, Lesotho or Zimbabwe. 

Group Two: Egypt, Kenya, Uganda or Malawi, Ghana 
or Liberia. 

Group Three: Cameroun, Nigeria, Togo or Gabon, 
Angola or Sudan. 

Group Four: Morocco, Zaire, Tunisia or Guinea, 
Rwanda or Zambia. 

Arab teams continue to rule the roost in Africa and the 
continent’s qualifiers for the 1986 World Cup finals, 
Algeria and Morocco, and African Cup holders Egypt are 
the likeliest contenders for the two allocated places. 

Sadly, the long-anticipated emergence of Black Afri- 
can world beaters seems as far off as ever; though, with 
the aid of their European-based professionals, Ivory 
Coast, Cameroun, Nigeria and Zaire have the potential to 
surprise the Arabs. 


EUROPE (33 entries) 

First two teams In five-team-strong groups qualify 
for the finals, winners of the four-team-strong 
groups automatically qualify and the two best per- 
formed runners-up In these groups accompany 
them. The best qualified runners-up will be deter- 
mined by a) number of points gained, b) goal differ- 
ence, c) number of goals scored, d) a deciding match 
on a neutral ground, should all other factors be 
equal. 

(FIFA are currently considering an alternative propo- 
sal, under which the runners-up in groups one, two and 
four will participate in a play-off tournament.) 

Group One — Denmark, Bulgaria, Rumania and 
Greece. 

The Danes face awkward opposition in Bulgaria, 
whose record in World Cup qualifiers is as remarkably 
good as their record in the World Cup finals is remarkably 
bad; Rumania, an emerging force in European Soccer 
and Greece, who performed admirably in the European 
Championship qualifiers. 

Should Denmark's form of the past five years deterio- 
rate, they could easily struggle. 

Group Two — England, Poland, Sweden and Albania. 

England, the form horse of European Soccer, should 
gain belated revenge for the historic elimination inflicted 
upon them in the 1974 World Cup qualifiers against a 
Polish side that apppears to be in a continual decline and 
may find the accomplished Swedes to be the greater 
danger. 

Nobody will relish a trip to Tirana and Albania could 
easily pick up an important and perhaps decisive point or 
two. 


Group Three — USSR, East Germany, Austria, Ice- 
land and Turkey. 

A year ago, USSR were the outstanding national com- 
bination in Europe. They have lost momentum since 
then, but will be expected to finish at the top of this group 
comfortably enough; leaving Austria and East Germany 
to fight over the runners-up position and Iceland and Tur- 
key to pick up the odd point at home. 

Group Four — West Germany, Holland, Wales and 
Finland. bs 


Ivautre 


MuLTiPLe* 


BY PAUL MOON 


NEWSAGENTS 


if you are not receiv- 
Ing enough copies of 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 
WEEKLY to meet de- 
mand, call (02) 660 2033 
circulation Dept and we 
will gladly arrange to 
satisfy your require- 
ments. 


FITNESS 


GAINS in fitness do not 
come overnight, so set 
yourself a three month 
goal and every month 
re-test your fitness. 


See how far you can 
run in 12 minutes or how 
many push-ups can be 
done In cre minute. 

The fittest young Soc- 
cer players In Australla 
are based at the Institute 
of Sport. 

Not only do they train 
hard but they acquire 
thelr peak fitness levels 
by working very hard in 
small sided Soccer 
games. So make any 
small games you play 
competitive. 

Only you can get your- 
self fit, don’t make ex- 
cuses, It’s up to you. 

— STEVE DARBY 


A break 
for Apia 


THE break came in the 
slim ,form of Brian 
Blake, a 22-year-old 
right midfielder from 
Dublin. 

Blake and his wife Joyce 
knew about ‘tne Great 
South Land’ and decided 
to come out and have a 
look. 

He had played for 
Shamrock Rovers and 
Home Farm in the Eire 
First Division, and wan- 
dered in to Apia’s training 
to ask for a trial. 

Rale Rasic was im- 
pressed and Blake found 
himself on a contract after 
just two weeks in Aus- 
tralia. 

He represented Eire in a 
youth tournament in Malta 
in 1982 and also turned out 
for his country in a similar 
series in Scotland. 

kk 
Marconi’s David Lowe 
has been carrying a hip 
injury. It seems the prob- 
lem is now over and he is 
mustard keen to return to 
the side. 
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PWODEL F A Diff Pts 
3 148 60 +88 38 
2170 82 +88 38 
5 177 92 +85 33 
7 97 72 +25 27 
9 
EJ 
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125 120 +5 26 


Sydney Tornadoes. 
125 102 +23 25 
100 99 +1 22 


Gridline Eagles. 
Perth Cougars. 
Lotto Allstars 
Parramatta Spartans. 
Thomastown Twisties 
g 11101 112 -11 21 
il 13 160 139 +21 16 
Illawarra Stingers 22 5017 84 133 -49 10 
Brisbane Bombers . 22 3019 66 177 -111 6 
All table includes Bundaberg results 


Buffalo Player of the Year 


re ~ P : 
ROBBIE NOGGLER (Geelong CC's Cats) 38 pt ? H 
RADOVAN FILIPOVIC (Gridline Eagles) 36 Ee ae P Ay . 
MICHAEL ROKI (Perth Cougars) 25 ae a 4 a ~ a ee - 
STEVE KNIGHT (Sydney Toyota Tornadoes) 19 
JIM KANARIDIS (Canberra Rockets) 18 The Sydney Toyota Tornadoes. Back row from left to right: Bill Psar- 
BILLY STEWART (Canberra Rockets) 18 oudis (asst.manager), Steve Knight (capt/coach), Hector Martinez, Leon 


NARA CH4ANO 


ZORAN BLAZIC (Gridline Eagles) 7 Moon, Anthony Cassar, John Lembryk, Trevor Ormord and Ben Pinchas 
JOHN METAXAS (Thomastown Twisties Crs) 16 (manager). 
FORTUNATO CARVALHO (Thomastown Tw Crs) 15 Front row: George Psaroudis, Robbie Stuart (vice capt/asst.coach), 
BORIS ATANASOVSKI (Perth Cougars) 15 Gilles Tour, Erkin Osman, Erjan Osman and Craig Carlisle. The Torna- 
SS a ered ae MIRKO RADOSAVLJEVIC (Gridline Eagles) 14 does took out thelr third Straight title when they defeated the Perth 
The Hardie Winners! _ VLADO STRAFELA (Perth Cougars) B Cougars 3-2 in the 1987 James Hardie National Indoor Soccer League 
# bend. a GLEN JEFFERY (Sydney Toyota Tornadoes) 3 grand final. In doing so Knight, Stuart, Carlisle, Lembryk and the Osman 
aE i e i ZORAN ATANASOVSKI (Perth Cougars) 2 brothers were selected in the 28-man Australian Squad for the 1988 
ap aay STAN DUKIC (Canberra Rockets) 
utfalo Player aC CHARLIE AKKARY (Parra Enduro Spartans) 
Robbie Noggler (Geelong CC's Cats) ANTHONY CASSAR (Syd Toyota Tornadoes) 
BRUCE THURLOW (Lotto Allstars) 
v ptinceta nas eercc repeal ) _ SASO SPIROVSKI (Parra Enduro Spartans) 
o Beat New Player Top Goaleorer Pe) CRAIG CARLISLE (Syd Toyota Tornadoes) 
Zoran Atanasovski (Perth Cougars) Radovan Filipovic (Gridline Eagles} 
Rookie of the Year + Best Gomieone 9) Goalscorers ..,_ THE TOP GUN TWENTY 
Jim Kanaridis (Canberra Strikers) fi 
Soak Le cla Cate Sates IOnaton) Se OV AN FIFIPOVIC (Gridline Eagles) 
Peter Gajic (Gridline Eagles) Ray McCluskey (Melbourne) ROBBIE NOGGLER (Geelong CC’s Cats) 


ZORAN ATANASOVSKI (Perth Cougars) 
JIM KANARIDIS (Canberra Strikers) 
MICHAEL ROKI (Perth Cougars) 
Indoor Photos: Clockwise from left — Juniors Pre- BILLY STEWART (Canberra Strikers) 
paring for action in this years Advance League, GLEN JEFFERY (Syd Toyota Tornadoes) 
these are the young Parramatta Enduro Spartans jOHN METAXAS (T’stown Twisties Crs) 
... Zoran Atanasovski collects his ‘Best New Play- CHARLIE AKKARY (Parra Enduro Sptns) 
er’ award from James Hardie’s Jim Kelso ... the SCOTT GILLIGAN (Lotto Allstars) 
Perth Cougars at the presentation night held at VINCE NASTOSKI (Gridline Eagles) 
Cabramatta’s German — Austrian club ... Jim FORTUNATO CARVALHO (T’stown Tw Crs) 
Kanaridis receives his ‘Rookie of the Year’ trophy STEVE KNIGHT (Syd Toyota Tornadoes) 
from Buffalo's Eane Whitton ... JHNISL patron ZORANBLAZIC (Gridline Eagles) 
John Brown and the JHNISL Sportsman of the Year SASO SPIROVSKI (Parra Enduro Sptns) 


— Robbie Stuart ... Janine Warren — The MIRKO RADOSAVLJEVIC (Grid. Eagles) 

JHNISL’s only female official ... Gridline Eagles’ ERKIN OSMAN (Syd Toyota Tornadoes) 20 GRIDLINE EAGLES — the side which swept all before them up until the 

coach of the year Peter Gajic congratulated by Jim _ EMIL MARACIC (Canberra Rockets) 20 final match of the season when the Tornadoes with a massive win in 

Kelso ... the young Illawarra Stringers. Centre — STAN DUKIC (Canbera Rockets) 49 Brisbane pipped them for the minor premiership. Stars of the side were 
the media boys line-up. BORIS ATANASOVSKI (Perth Cougars) 19 Radovan ‘Siska’ Filipovic (front row centre), Zoran Blazic (on Filipovic’s 


left) and Mirko Radosavijevic (back row, second from right). Filipovic 
finished top of the list with 80 goals and just two behind Robbie Noggler 
In the player of the year. 
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GEELONG ON 


THE 


JOB 


Western Victoria Assn 


AMATEUR Soccer is the lifeblood of the game and 
every week far, far more amateur players turn out 
in Australia, or the United Kingdom for that 


matter, than play for pay. 


Geelong's Western Vic- 
toria Soccer Association is 
probably typical of a hun- 
dred local leagues which 
provides an opportunity 
for competitive yet relaxed 
Soccer throughout the 
country. 


This season it had thir- 
teen teams representing 
eleven clubs drawn largely 
from the greater Geelong 
area, but also including a 
team from the Bellarine 
peninsula and one from 
Warrnambool two hun- 
dred kilometres to the 
west. 


The players range in 
age from fifteen to sixty- 
one and over two hundred 
and fifty took part in a sea- 
son which included a cup 
competition and the main 
league. 


The WVSA also enters a 
combined side in the 
Geelong Advertiser Cup 
played in January, which 
involves the seven senior 
clubs from the area which 
normally compete in Met- 
ropolitan Divisions Two 
and Three and in the Pro- 
visional leagues. 


The WVSA provides for 
three or four groups of 
players. 


There are youngsters 
making the transition from 
junior to senior Soccer, 
who might not be quite 
physically robust enough 
to go straight into the 
senior ranks. 


Then there are senior 
players who are unable or 
unwilling to continue to 
fight for places in senior 
sides. There are good 
quality players whose 
‘work or other commit- 
ments prevent them play- 
ong in Saturdays, even 
though they would be 
assets fo any senior 
teams. 


Finally, there are play- 
ers who have taken the 
game up later in life, or 
simply wish some un- 
pressured exercise in the 
company of friends. 


BY J. ROY HAY 


A wide variety of back- 
grounds, occupations, 
origins and interests Is 
represented In the 
WVSA. 

Some clubs have strong 
ethnic connections, while 
others draw on any and ev- 
ery group in the com- 
munity. 


Over the years a con- 
tinuity in membership and 
administration has 
brought these people 
together so that Soccer is 
an important part of the 
fabric of the local com- 
munity. Over one 
thousand players take part 
in the range of local Soc- 
cer, from juniors, through 


indoor, senior and 
amateur ranks. 
Last year's WVSA 


league competition was as 
close as could be im- 
agined. 


North Geelong com- 
pleted a sequence of four 
wins, but was only assured 
of the title on the second 
last week of the competi- 
tion. 


Geelong West United 
seemed certain to win its 
first title, but dropped two 
crucial points in its last two 


matches to hand the 
trophy to North. 
Deakin University A 


came third, just ahead of 
Geelong Olympic White. 
Deakin won the pre-sea- 
son cup, while its student 
team reached the semi- 
finals of the Inter-Univer- 
sity tournament held ear- 
lier in the year in Brisbane. 


Geelong has another 
amateur team, Northern 
Suburbs, whictr came very 
close to winning..the First 
Division of the - Victorian 
Amateur League. As with 
Geelong West United, it 
was a couple of unpro- 
fessional lapses in the last 
two games which pre- 
vented Duncan Thom- 
son's team from ensuring 
promotion. 
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SYDNEY MACEDONIA 


NSW State League, Second Division) 
EXPERIENCED 
GOALKEEPER 


First Grade 


: 
seu | 
8 


Training every Tuesday 
Wednesday and Friday 
at Neville Reserve, 
Neville and Clark Sts., Bass Hill, 
commencing 6.30pm 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT GEORGE JACKSON, 


@ 789 2468 (B}, 
705 6854 (H) 


deccccccccceccemeecccceccccccceces 


COMMONWEALTH BANK IN 
TURNER CUP SPONSORSHIP 


THE Commonwealth Bank is now the sponsor of 
the prestigious “Bill Turner Cup”. 


This schools Soccer 
knockout competition for 
students 15 years and 
under is now entering its 
tenth year. 

It was named in honour 
of Bill Turner who has 
given 30 years of devoted 
service to school Soccer at 
regional, state and natio- 
nal levels. 

Last year 330 schools 
participated, making it the 
largest competition of its 
kind in Australia if not in the 
world. 

Since 1979 the “Bill Tur- 
ner Cup” has grown from 
34 schools to its present 
number and its popularity, 
ensures a further increase 
in 1988. 

In announcing the Com- 
monwealth Bank’s spon- 
sorship public relations 
manager Terry Murphy 
expressed his delight of 
the bank's association 
with such an outstanding 
and progressive youth 

He also praised the 
executive of the Northern 
NSW Schools Soccer on 
being a well drilled body of 
dedicated teachers. 

“Not only are they and 


their area co-ordinators in- 
tent on conducting a highly 
organised and skilful com- 
petition, they constantly 
Strive to promote an excel- 
lent and healthy code of 
conduct,” he said. 

In reply, senior co-ordi- 
nator and science master 
of Wallsend High School 
Mr Terry Hampton thank- 
ed the bank for their confi- 
dence and support and 
assured them the 
sponsorship money would 
assist greatly in reimbur- 
sing schools involved in 
long distance travel and 
for special awards. 

At present the “Com- 
monwealth Bank-Bill Tur- 
ner Cup” caters for all 
schools, government and 
Private in areas through- 
out the eastern states of 
Australia. 

Previous winners . have 
been: 


1980 Tamworth 

1981 Glendale 

1982 Bankstown Boys 
1983 Cessnock 

1984 Wallsend 

1985 Canberra 

1986 Cardiff 
1987 Kogarah 


Goran Gajic of Northern Suburbs flies over his 
Phillip Institute opponent in an Amateur League, 
Division One match in Geelong. 

(Photo by Bruce Long-Courtesy of the Geelong 


Advertiser) 


NORTH BANKSTOWN 
SOCCER CLUB 


GOALKEEPER REQUIRED 
FOR U15 YOUTH LEAGUE 
For further enquiries, contact 
coach Allan Buxton on 709 2561 


or manager Bob Chisholm on 
773 3814, 
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National Women’s Star 


NOT many _ sporting 
folk from the city of 
Tamworth in NSW’s 
splendid Peel Valley 
make it to a national 
team. 


But local lass Janelle 
Renshaw made the grade 
as a goalkeeper with the 
Australian women’s Soc- 
cer team on its recent trip 
to Taiwan to play in the 
Chinese Cup. 


At 24 she went away as 
No.1 choice for her posi- 
tion after excelling in the 
Australian Champion- 
ships in Alice Springs. 


“I've been playing the 
game for nine years and 
this is certainly the high- 
light so far,” Janelie said. 

“| think it is perfectly 
natural for a woman to play 
Soccer. 

“It is one of those 


games which relies on 
skills and fitness just like 
hockey."” 


Janelle underwent a 
rigorous training program 
which lead up to the 
Taiwanese visit. 


She’ plays with the RSL 
club in the Tamworth com- 
Petition but not in goals, 
preferring to do the goal 
scoring rather than keep 
them out. 


But it is her ability 
around the goal which has 
seen her progress from 
Northern NSW _ selection 
to the State team and now 
the Australian touring 
side. 

And this year she in- 
tends to go a step further 
with her goalkeeping 
ambitions by playing in the 
Newcastle competition. 

“1 think if | want to main- 
tain this level | will have to 


travel. | believe that the 
Newcasile competition is 
as strong as any in NSW,” 
Janelle said. 


Last season she tried 
unsuccessfully to get the 
competition she needed in 
Tamworth to compete at 
the top level. 


It meant an approach to 
the Tamworth Men's Soc- 
cer Federation — a bold 
move but not unusual 
nowadays, 


The request was flatly 
rejected. 


“There were a few peo- 
ple who didn't like the idea 
of a woman being a part of 
the men’s competition,” 
Janelle said. 


She has taken that re- 
jection in her stride and 
now has her sights set on 
one thing — continuing to 
play for Australia. 


SOCCER IN EDEN 


BY BILL TURNER 


WE have it on pretty good authority that Soccer was not played in the 


Garden of Eden. 


However we have it, also on good authority, Soccer is played, and 
played very well, in the picturesque NSW South Coast town of Eden. 


In particular we refer to Eden High School whose present set up began in 1975. 
In those early days very little Soccer was played and only once or twice did the 
school enter as it was then known the NSW Combined High Schools open Tasman 


Cup competition. 


About eight years later, in 1986, a team was entered again in the renamed 
Commonwealth Bank Cup. After a 3-1 win over Shoalhaven the side could be 
regarded as a little unlucky with the 1-2 scoreline against Bomaderry. 

But the appetite had been whetted and in 1987 three teams entered major 


Knockout competitions, 


The Commonwealth Bank Cup side became champions of the Far South Coast 
but lost the regional quarter-final again to Bomaderry by the 1-2 margin. This was 
however a fair effort when the side included eight of the lads from the Bill Turner Cup 


squad. 


- The girls open Commonwealth Bank Shield entering for the first time were very 
pleased with their performance. After a win over Bega, they were untroubled to 
defeat Narooma 8-0 but went down 1-2 in a sizzler against Ulladulla. 


The Bill Turner Cup side clicked from the start. Expertly co-coached by Peter 
Ranyard and Peter Roper, the Eden side had a comfortable win over Bega 4-0 
before sinking the luckless Narooma 13-0. 

Port Kembla ended their run when after a great battle Eden succumbed by the 


odd goal in three. 


The 1-2 scoreline has repeatedly turned up in matches played by Eden Socger 
teams over the years. One can only hope things will change in 1988. 

After playing all his junior Soccer in the Manly district Peter Ranyard has enjoyed 
more than 10 seasons in the deep south playing as stopper for the Merimbula 
Grasshoppers. Peter intends to play a few more sesons before hanging up his 


boots. 


Peter Roper, the other half of the social science duo also enjoys his game but he 


is a nimble-footed striker. 


But it is men such as they who keep the Soccer flag flying in those areas away 


MEN RE-ORGANISE 


from the big cities. 


THE newly-formed 


NSW Women’s State 
League is now calling 
for nominations for its 
forthcoming competi- 
tion. 


It will take over the 
reigns from the previous 
Women's Soccer League. 


An interim committee, 
set up by the NSW Soccer 
Federaton last year, has 
combined women’s Soc- 
cer into two divisions. 


Division One will consist 
of first grade and reserve 
grade teams while Divi- 
sion Two will feature first 
grade teams only. There 


BY HARI KOTROTSIOS 


will be a maximum of 12 
teams in each division. 


Interim co-ordinator 
Uwe Bracklow believes 
the move will allow the 
women’s Soccer scene to 
operate “more smoothly’’. 

“The response has 
been very positive — 
everyone is keen on get- 
ting involved,” he said. 

Entries are available 
from the Federation office 
and will close on February 
19. 


A Youth League will also 
be set up for under 16 girls 
by the NSW Amateur Soc- 
cer Federation, Sydney 
Branch. 

Women’s Soccer be- 
gan in NSW and Queens- 
land in the 1960s and now 
boasts 4000 senior play- 
ers in the State. 

NSW schools also 
Participate in the Com- 
monwealth Bank Cup for 
girls. 

Further informaton is 
available from the NSW 
Soccer Federation on 
6291800 or from Uwe 
Bracklow on 772 5728(w) 
or 601 4560(h). 
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AMATEUR SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


GUCCI SHIELD KICKS OFF 


MELITA and North 
Bankstown will kick 
off the 1988 Gucci 
Shleld for under 13s at 
Parramatta Stadium 
on Friday February 5 
as the lead-up match 
to the Socceroos ver- 
sus Dinamo Zagreb 
battle. 

Other first round 
matches will take place at 
night on Sunday Febru- 
ary 7. 

Next week we will publ- 
ish the complete draw for 
the Gucci Shield and | will 
look at some likely 
favourites. 

This year sees the in- 
clusion of Warringah 
Freshwater in the Youth 
League competition, fill- 
ing the vacany left by 
Sydney City. 

Gladesville Hornsby 
have been relegated to 
Division Two and no 
doubt will be working very 
hard to regain First Divi- 
sion status. 

Sydney Croatia and 
Canterbury Association 
have both been prom- 
oted, while Ku-Ring-Gai 
meets Sutherland on 
February 14 at Parklea in 
a play-off to determine 


JUNIOR 
NEWS 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 
WEEKLY is the only 
national paper which 
has almed to be relevant 
to junior, amateur and 
school Soccer clubs. 

Send any pictures and 
stories you wish to have 
published to AUSTRA- 
LIAN SOCCER WEEK- 
LY, PO Box 406, BROAD- 
WAY, 2007 and we will 
endeavour to publish 
them for you. 

Don’t put It off — do it 
now. We need items 
from all states. You will 
have team and player 
pictures from 1987 and 
up to date news as you 
Prepare for 1988. 


USA 
BECKONS 


NORWEIGIANS in the 
United States are keen 
to retain this Soccer 
heritage. 

Invitations have come to 
ASW for teams of boys 
and girls from Under 12, 
14, 16 and 19 years age 
groups to visit the United 
States for the Sons of Nor- 
way USA Cup ‘88. 

The series is to be held 
at the Blaine Sports Com- 
plex, Blaine, Minnesota on 
July 39. 

Entries are required by 
May 1. 

Details are available 
from Sons of Norways’s 
USA CUP, 1455 West 
Lake St, Minneapolis MN 
55408. Phone (612) 
827 3611. Fax C/- Nordic 
American Travel 
(612) 827 4710. 


the final Division One 
club. 

Competition secretary 
Bill Cullinan has asked 
me to remind all team re- 
gistrations must be with 
Registrar Frank Brought- 
on at least seven days 
Prior to their first competi- 
tion match. 

Sydney Olympic U13s 
met Marconi at the St 
George Stadium on Fri- 


lan Holmes began his 
involvement with Soccer 
as a player at the age of six 
with the Canterbury Police 
Boys Club in the Canter- 
bury Association. 

He remained involved 
with this club as a player, 
manager and coach until 
1972. 

At the age of 16 he was 


appointed assistant 
secretary of the Canter- 
bury Association. 


He held this position un- 
til he was elected presi- 
dent of that Association in 
1975. 


In 1977 he relinquished 
the position of president 
and was elected associa- 
tion secretary. 

In 1979 lan was elected 
as Sydney branch dele- 
gate to the State body. 

His next appointment 
was that of senior vice 
president at State level in 
1981, a position he held for 
12 months until his elec- 
tion as president. 

He held this presidency 
from 1982 to 1987. This 
term was only second to 


IAN Holmes and Harrie Denning 


day night as a lead-up 
match to the NSW Select 
versus Dinamo Zagreb. 

Both teams provided 
high quality football with 
the result ending in a 1-1 
draw. 


Olympic showed they 
will be up with the front 
runners this year and 
coach Roger Seale indi- 
cated that he was happy 
with the team’s perfor- 


EADING OFFICIALS HONOURE. 


WRITES LINDSAY COSGROVE 


were granted life membership in recogni- 
tion of their long service to Soccer at the recent annual general meeting of 
the Amateur Soccer Federation. 


Doug McCarron. 
He resigned his position 
of president midway 


through the 1987 season 
to further his career in Soc- 
cer and is the general 
manager of the NSW Soc- 
cer Federation. 

During his years of in- 
volvement in Soccer and 
in particular the last six 
years, lan has been 
energetic in his ambition to 
push the NSWASF into the 
20th century. 

His initiatives regarding 
incorporation, — marketing, 
insurance, Professional 
staff, the Parklea develop- 
ment and many others 
have taken many hours of 
his time, but a devotion 
that he gave gladly. 


Dening’s Service 

Harrie Dening has 
contributed a great deal 
to junior Soccer over a 
long period of time. 

He is an active president 
of the Sutherland Junior 
Soccer Association, this 
being his 16th year as 
president. 


A GAME — OR A 


THIS is not just another 
Soccer idea. It is a con- 
structive criticism, a 
suggested basis for re- 
structuring and provid- 
ing a basis for discus- 
sion which the future of 
the game in Australia 
and particularly NSW 


may well depend. 
If we are to have a semi- 
professional and well- 


attended National League 
of first class skilful local 
players and a competitive 
National team by the year 
2007, then now is the time 
for change. 

Spectators attend 
matches to see a skilful ex- 
hibition, goals scored or 
both. At our game they see 
neither. 

We keep sitting back 
waiting for the magic solu- 
tion and offering short 
term, often copied, 
suggestions. 

We are rapidly losing 
ground to sporting en- 
tertainments ie. basketball 


and Australian _ rules. 
Why? 
They offer entertain- 


ment. The number of goals 


BY DAVID LEE 


scored or moments of ex- 
citement are likely to vary 
between 70 and 100 per 
game. Naturally the struc- 
ture of the game and the 
use of hands as a method 
of control make scoring 
easier. 


How not to lose 


Our National team 
cannot seem to score 
goals against physically 
equal opponents. In thir- 
ty years we have only 
learnt how not to lose. 

In the mid fifties we lost 
0-18 to Engiand. In the mid 
seventies we lost 0-2 and 
0-3 to the two Germanies. 
In the mid eighties we lost 
0-3 to Czechoslovakia. 

The constant factor is 
the “Oo”. 

Never mind, we often 
have our ego-soothing 
performances against the 
Asians. 

If you wish to be bored to 
death you can watch the 
average National League 
game and not see a single 
wallpass, changeover or 
runaround in the entire 


mace and that they would 
be further strengthened 
with the return of a num- 
ber of top quality players 
who are Presently holi- 
daying. 

Blacktown City should 
have learnt plenty about 
both teams as their U13 
team supplied the ball 
boys for both matches, 
while the Coach Tam Fin- 
layson was always close 
to the action. 


He first served on the 
committee of Sutherland 
in 1967 and was awarded 
life’ membership of that 
Association in 1972. 

He has been a past 
president of Sydney 
branch and was awarded 
life membership in 1984. 

On the club scene, Har- 
rie was involved with Car- 
ringbah Rangers and was 
awarded life membership 
of that club in 1969. 

Harrie also has been 
competition secretary of 
Sutherland for the past 21 
years as well as serving as 
president for 16 years. 

He has been the driving 
force behind the Bates 
Drive Soccer Complex 
and there are moves to 
have this complex re- 
named the Harrie Dening 
Soccer Complex. 

At State level, Harrie 
has managed State teams 
to the National Champion- 
ships, holds the position of 
senior vice-president, 
chairman of the state P 
and D, as well as being a 
member of other commit- 
tees. 


SHAME 


match. 

We see players take 
several touches or stop 
the ball instead of moving it 
first time when a numerical 
advantage is evident. 


Half-way Raffle 


Against Czechoslova- 

kla we saw a back four 
unable to play out when 
pressurised by a front 
two. Three square pas- 
ses then back to the 
keeper, who beits it up 
the field for the half-way 
raffle. 
Naturally in unskilled 
sides it gives the best 
chance of not losing as all 
our mistakes take place in 
the other half of the field. 

The small number of 
spectators who attend, 
yawn with boredom. Let’s 
not forget we have three 
million educated migrants 
or their descendants in this 
country from whom we 
draw only 25 thousand 
spectators. 

David Lee Is a promin- 
ent Sydney Youth coach 
with Australlan and F A 
qualifications. 


Supporting 130,000 players in the State 


JUNIOR COACHES — THE KEY 
FOR FUTURE SUCCESS 


HOURS of discussion 
and thousands of 
words are written by 
our scribes and critics 
about the best way to 
develop and improve 
our game. 

No one doubts the mo- 
tive of these discussions, 
we are all interested in the 
raising of the standard to 
allow us to compete on the 
international stage. 
However just like any 
pyramid the height, the 
peak of our skills, depends 
on the strength and width 
of the base. 

Soccer, to the envy of 
most other sports, has no 
problem attracting the kids 
to make sure the base is 
wide so what is the prob- 
lem? Obviously the 
strength is the area we 
need to work on and to do 
this we must spend more 
time and effort in the train- 
ing and encouragement of 
junior coaches. 

The existing coaching 
courses, Levels 1 and 2, 
are excellently run but they 
limit their teaching to the 
technical aspects, the 
motor skills of the sport. 

| believe the courses 
must be expanded to in- 
clude information and 
training on exercise 
physiology and basic bio 
mechanics. 

Incorrect, or inappropri- 
ate exercises can be seen 
at too many junior training 
sessions. Not only are 
these a waste of time they 
can be very dangerous 
and can place at risk a 
child's physical develop- 
ment. 

Further we must de- 
velop a common sports 
psychology suitable for 
the aims of our sport. 


The training and de- 
velopment of this psychol- 
ogy is perhaps the most 
important aspect of any 
programme, yet it is totally 


neglected in Soccer. 


Sure it's fine to criticise - 


but just how do we imple- 
ment these changes. A 
major problem is that it is 
almost impossible to get 
junior coaches to attend 
existing courses so how 
are we going to get them to 
come to more advanced or 
expanded courses. 


Well it's a matter of ‘if the 
mountain doesn't come to 


tres as a guest and obser- 
ver, perhaps visits to the 
Australian Institute —_ of 
Sport or even an invitation 
to attend training sessions 
with the National Team as 
an observer. 

How would you, as a 
coach, feel if you received 
a written invitation to. 
watch Australia __ train 
under the country's most 
elite coaches? This sort 
of recognition would not 


FROM THE DUGOUT 


with John Frew 


Mohammed, Mohammed 
must go to the mountain’. 

First we must make ini- 
tial contact to establish a 
desire in the junior 
coaches to want to 
improve. 

A weekly or fortnightly 
“newsletter” could be pro- 
vided to each club. It 
should contain various 
articles on all aspcts of our 
sport and it should be spe- 
cifically designed with the 
junior coach in mind. 

It could cover topics 
such as training drills, 
news on new develop- 
ments and articles on 
aspects of the sport such 
as psychology, exercise, 
etc. Each club could 
photocopy these newslet- 
ters and give them to their 
coaches. 


Secondly we must use a 
system to recognise and 
reward coaches who dis- 
Play some talent. Things 


only inspire a novice 
coach, it would go a long 
way towards keeping 


them active in the code. 

Finally, | believe there 
needs to be a complete re- 
vision of our coaching 
courses to make them 
suitable to Australian con- 
ditions. Somehow we 
must make them more 
accessible and broader in 
content. 

They must have an 
ongoing element built in to 
keep the coaches in touch 
with new developments in 
the sport. 

There are major prob- 
lems in doing this but they 
are not insurmountable 
especially if the will is 
there. 

To lift Soccer to even 
greater heights in this 
country we must view the 
junior coach as the cement 
which holds the structure 
together. The stronger we 


like awards of excellence, make the cement, the 
invitations to spend time at higher the tower will 
the various Soccer cen- become. 

PROMINENT ILLAWARRA (NSW) 


COACH JOHN FREW 


LOOKS AT BETTER 


COACHING. - 
This is the first of a series. Shortly to be released 
from Kangaroo Press is his book “The Art of 
Coaching Kids.” 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 27, 1988 = 21 


Already, Real have dis- 
posed of two teams worthy 
of a place in the final — 
Maradona’s Napoli and 
holders Porto, and now 
they face a third in the form 


of Bayern Munich. 
Bayern, West German 
champions for three 


successive years and ex- 
pected to make it four in a 
row, suffered a surprise 
defeat at the hands of 
Porto in last year's finat — 
for which they qualified by 
defeating Real. 

Real have matured sig- 
nificantly since then and 
are not nearly so vulner- 
able away from home now 
— a tendency to suddenly 
fold on opponents’ turf 
was an Achilles heel that 
marred their record over 
recent past seasons. 

Bayern won 4-1. in 
Munich last April, but no- 
body expects a repeat this 
time round. In fact, it will be 


a surprise if the Bavarians / 


come out of the first leg 
with a two goal cushion. 
Apart from overcoming 
Napoli and Porto, Real 
have hammered English 
champions Everton 6-1 in 
a friendly and consistently 
produced stunning form in 
the Spanish League this 
season. Many experts 


have claimed the current 
Real combination is cap- 


1987 WORLD CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 


BY PAUL MOON 
SHOULD Real Madrid lift the European Champions’ Cup this year, for a record seventh time, 
nobody could possibly dispute their right to be acknowledged as the continent's best club side. 


able of emulating the 
club's great side of the late 
1950s. A convincing de- 
feat of Bayern would give 
those claims considerable 
validity. 

Whoever wins the Real 
v. Bayern clash will auto- 
matically assume the posi- 
tion of favorities for the 
Champions’ Cup, but 
each of the six other survi- 
vors are well equipped to 
upset applecarts. 

Benfica and Anderlecht 
are both thoroughbred old 
warhorses of European 
Soccer; each able to field 
near ail-international line 
ups. On paper, little sepa- 
tates the two and the Bel- 
gians’ advantage of play- 
ing the second leg of their 
tie at home could well be 
decisive. However, after 


a] 


+ mad 
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JUARY scores for Porto 


Porto's triumph last year, 
few will be foolish enough 
to hastily write off the cur- 
rent Portuguese cham- 
pions. 

Bordeaux have been 
regular participants in the 
latter stages of European 
competitions during re- 
cent seasons and, with 
Dominique Dropsy, Jose 
Toure, Jean Tigana, Alain 
Girard and the Vujovic 
twins at their call, certainly 
don’t lack talent. On the 
other hand, PSV Ein- 
dhoven recently com- 
pleted a record sequence 
of winning games in the 
Dutch League and can 
point to an equally im- 
pressive playing person- 
nel, including Eric Gerets, 
Soren Lerby, Hans van 
Breukelen and Wim Kieft. 


Current form favours 
the Philips sponsored 
club, but they will certainly 
have to work hard to adv- 
ance to the last four for the 
second time in their 
history. 


Glasgow Rangers’ con- 
tinuous spending spree on 
players indicates they are 
not content merely being 
the dominant force of 
Scottish Soccer and the 
Light Blues have made no 
secret of the fact they are 
looking beyond quarter fi- 


EUROPEAN cham- 
pions Porto won the 
world club champion- 
ship in Tokyo when 
they beat Penarol of 
Uruguay 2-1 after 
extra time in a game re- 
duced to near-farce by 
heavy snow and a mud- 
dy pitch. 


Opportunist goals 
from veteran striker Fer- 
nando Gomes and Alge- 
dah World Cup star 
Rabah Madjuer edged 
out the powerful and 
patient Uruguayans af- 
ter the teams were level 
1-1 at the end of 90 mi- 
nutes. Madjer’s brilllant- 
ly-taken winner came in 
the 18th minute of extra 
time. 


Porto coach Tomislav 
IvIc said he had not been 
Involved in a game play- 
ed under such condi- 
tions. “If this had been 
any other game, It would 
have been postponed,” 
he said before both 
teams flew out to fulfil 
domestic commitments. 


Both sides worked 
hard to overcome the 
Problems posed by 
heavy snow on a poor 
surface which dissolved 
Into a mudbath. The ball 
stopped dead as soon as 
It hit the ground and the 
Players floundered in 
ankle-deep mud which 
would have been ruled 
unfit for the lowllest of 
amateur Soccer 
matches. 


Penarol coach Oscar 
Tabarez sald his team’s 
tactics were simply to 
“kick the ball as hard as 
possible” while Ivic 
added: “It was an 
achievement for a player 
to get the ball In front of 
him.” 


2 


Neither side was able 
to come up with an 
answer to the conditions 
but it was a tribute to 
both the skills and atti- 
tude of the young Uru- 
guayan side that they 
were able to provide 
most of what little tech- 
nique was visible 
through the non-stop 
snow. 

They fell behind in the 
41st minute to a goal re- 
sulting partly from the 
condition of the pitch 
and partly from the bril- 
llance of Madjer who will 
soon be displaying his 
skills for Bayern 
Munich. 

He danced through 
the slash Into the corner 
of the penalty area and 
drove a cross shot past 
Penarol keeper Eduardo 


Pereyra. 
The ball touched the 
ground and_ stopped 


dead a metre from the 
line where the incoming 
Gomes managed to 
keep his feet for a 
second longer than the 
accompanying defen- 
der to prod the bail 
home. 

The goal spurred a de- 
termined second-half 
display by the South 
Americans whose quest 
for a fourth champion- 
ship win was thwarted 
only by the repeated bril- 
lance and bravery of 
Porto’s Polish In- 
ternational goalkeeper. 
Josef Miynarczyk. 

He was constantly in 
action as Penarol, 
Prompted by Ricardo 
Viera, pressed forward 
and his bravery in deal- 
Ing with through balls 
mired In the mud on the 
six metre line foiled the 
ever-dangerous Diego 
Agulrre on three occa- 
sions. 


But he was unable to 
do anything about 
Viera’s equaliser in the 
80th minute. The tall, 
powerful midfielder con- 
trolled the ball, on his 
chest, turned on the six- 
metre line and drove a 
crisp shot beyond the 
keeper’s reach. 


The goal appeared to 
rattle Porto but Penarol, 
Playing the more com- 
posed version of kick- 
and-rush, were unable 
to press home their 
advantage before the 
end of normal time. 

They continued to 
attack but paid the price 
when Madjer, the only 
Porto player in Penarol’s 
half, chased a long clear- 
ance and won it from a 
defender who was bog- 
ged down some 35 
meters out. 


The Algerian spotted 
that Pereyra, who had 
spent most of the match 
Patrolling the edge of his 
Penalty box as an extra 
sweeper, was again out- 
side the area and chip- 
ped the ball home from 
30 meters. 


The goal In the 108th 
minute sealed only the 
second European vic- 
tory since the contest 
was moved to the neut- 
ral ground of Japan in 
1980, but by then only a 
handful of the 45,000 
fans who braved the 
weather to watch the 
game were left in the 
giant national stadium. 


PORTO: 
Pinto, Inacio, Lima 
Pereira, Rul Barros (Quim 61), 
Madjer, Sousa, 
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nal opponents Steaua 
Bucharest. 

Yet, Steaua are a stron- 
er unit now than when they 
won the Champions’ Cup 
in 1986, having added the 
talents of Gheorgi Hagi, 
‘one of the most promising 
young players in Europe, 
as a string to their bow. 


’ es 
GRAEME SOUNESS 
(Glasgow Rangers) 


Steau’s emergence 
from the Rumanian mid- 
season close down and 
Rangers’ good fortune in 
completing the tie before a 
full house at Ibrox Stadium 
may tip the scales towards 
the Scots. 

Despite languishing be- 
hind PSV in the Dutch first 
division, European Cup 
Winners’ Cup holders 
Ajax Amsterdam are gen- 
erally expected to retain 
the ‘trophy, having elimin- 
ated previous favorites SV 
Hamburg in the last round. 
Swiss part-timers Young 
Boys Berne are unlikely to 
extend them in the quarter 
finals. 

The biggest potential 
danger to Ajax during the 
Cup’s concluding stages 
are Olimpique Marseilles, 
who are now responding 
to the expertise of former 
French national team 


manager Michel Hidalgo. 
Certainly, their all-star line 
up of French, West Ger- 
man and Cameroon in- 
ternationals should be far 
too strong for Finnish min- 
nows Rops_ Rovaniemi, 
who have probably fulfilled 
their ambition by advanc- 


ing this far. 
Though both hardy bat- 
tlers, neither Dynamo 


Minsk or Mechelen have 
the appearance of possi- 
ble Cup winners. The vital 
factor in their clash could 
well be the whereabouts of 
Mechelen’s star striker Eli 
Ohana. If Ohana is on 
Olympic duty with Israel in 
Australasia, as Israeli 
Soccer officials insist that 
he must be, Minsk's solid 
defence could prove a little 
too capable for the Bel- 
gians. 

Sporting Lisbon, win- 
ners of the trophy back in 
1963, are not having a 
happy domestic seasor 
and, according to the 
grapevine, their English 
coach Keith Burkinshaw 
needs success in Europe 
to hang on to his job. 
Although their next oppo- 
nents, Atlanta Bergamo, 


! are an Italian second divi- 
* sion 


team they have 
proven themselves to be a 
tenacious unit and just 
might cast Burkinshaw 
into the ranks of the unem- 


ployed. 

Not for the first time, the 
field remaining in the 
UEFA Cup; theoretically 
the least important of the 
three major European club 
competitions, is far stron- 
ger than that of the Cup 
Winners’ Cup. 

CF Barcelona, UEFA 
Cup winners on three pre- 
vious occasions, desper- 
ately require another suc- 
cess this year to salvage 
something from the sea- 
son the Spanish 
League title, their original 
main objective, already 
well beyond reach. 

Their quarter final oppo- 


RED DEVILS STRONG 
HOPES V CHELSEA 


MANCHESTER United, convinced they are on the 
way to Wembley after a lucky win at Ipswich, have 
been rewarded with a home tie against inconsis- 


tent Chelsea. 


There are two other certain all-first division ties, both 
on plastic pitches, with Luton meeting Southampton and 
Queen’s Park Rangers entertaining London rivals West 


Ham. 


Holders Coventry continue to have the luck of the 


draw. 


Their home tie with Torquay being followed by another 
match at Highfield Road against either Watford, the first 
division's basement club, or second division Hull. 

In contrast, last year’s runners-up Tottenham, Arse- 
nal, Wimbledon and Oxford will all have to travel, 
although the London trio will all take on third division 


opposition. 


Spurs go to Port Vale, Arsenal to 1983 finalists Bright- 
on, Wimbledon to Mansfield and Oxford to second divi- 


sion Bradford. 


nents, Bayer Leverkusen; 
a solid, but unspectacular, 
West German outift are 
likely to embarrass them if 
both produce their recent 
domestic form. 

The city of Barcelona’s 
best hope for an ultimate 
triumph in May might well 
be Espanol, traditionally 
the Catalonia capital's 
“other” club. 


Espanol, conquerors of | 


AC Milan in Round Two, 
now meet the Czech pro- 
vincial team Vitkovice and 
must be favored to adv- 
ance into the semi finals. 

Admittedly,  Vitkovice's 
European experience is 
the equal of Espanol’s and 
previously obscure _ East- 
ern Bloc clubs have pros- 
pered in the UEFA Cup 
during recent years, 
however the Spanish 
League high flyers should 
advance. 

Having disposed of 
Juventus in the previous 
round, Panathinaikos, the 
last Greek representative 
in Europe this season, 
need fear nobody yet must 
pay tough and seasoned 
campaigners Bruges the 
respect they undoubtably 
deserve. 

The Bruges line up in- 
cludes Denmark’s Ken- 
neth Brylle and estab- 
lished Belgian _internatio- 
nals Jan  Ceulemans, 
Frankie van der Elst and 
Hugo Broos. A third Euro- 
pean final appearance for 
them is far from a remote 
possibility. 

The Verona v. Werder 
Bremen pairing has the 
halimarks of an enthralling 
tie. Werder, the West Ger- 


man. first division 
pacemakers, have long 
looked an extremely effi- 
cient unit though perhaps 
lacking the flair normally 
required to win a Euro- 
pean trophy. 

Flair, though, is one 
thing that Verona do not 
lack. Thomas Berthold, 
Antonio Di Gennaro and 
Preben Elkjaer-Larsen 
provide it in abundance for 
the former Italian cham- 
pions and they are the like- 
lier of the two to go all the 
way. 

The full draw is: 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS’ CUP: 

Bayern Munich (West Germany) v. Real Madrid 
(Spain), Bordeaux (France) v. PSV Eindhoven (Hol- 
land), Benfica (Portugal) v. Anderlecht (Belgium), 
Steaua Bucharest (Rumania) v. Glasgow Rangers 


(Scotland). 


EUROPEAN CUP WINNERS’ CUP: 

Ajax Amsterdam (Holland) v. Young Boys Berne 
(Switzerland), Dynamo Minsk (USSR) v. Mechelen 
(Belgium), Olimpique Marseilles (France) v. RoPs 
Rovaniemi (Finland), Sporting Lisbon (Portugal) v-. 


Atalanta Bergamo (Italy). 
UEFA CUP: 
Espanol (Spain) v. 


Vitkovice (Czechoslovakia), 


Panathinaikos (Greece) v. Bruges (Belgium), CF Bar- 
celona (Spain) v. Bayer Leverkusen (West Germany), 
Verona (Italy) v. Werder Bremen (West Germany). 

The matches will be played on the mornings of March 


3 and 17, Australian time. 


Ossie kicks off in US 


TOTTENHAM Hotspurs’ star Ossie Ardiles is 
being tempted to spearhead a new Soccer boom 


in the US. 


Fort Lauderdale, one of the 12 clubs kicking off 
the American season in April, want 35-year-old 


Ardiles. 


Tottenham manager Terry Venables confirmed 
the approach, adding: “The ball Is now in Ossie’s 


court.” 


Ardiles has reportedly been offered $A250,000 a 


year. 


Fort Lauderdale president Noel Lemon said: 
“Ossie is the man we want and we are prepared to 


West Ham veteran Billy Bonds (third from right) fires in a shot despite pressure from the QPR 
defence. 


make him a very attractive offer.” 


ENGLAND’s Football League was recently called 
“a unique part of the fabric of British life”. 


Even when it was reckoned to be in decline a few 
years ago, a prominent athlete said: “Athletics 
and every other sport would be delighted to have 
even half the crowds that football attracts”. 


Football has remained 
Britain's national sport, 
and the league has always 
been its focal point. All the 
signs are that it is regain- 
ing its former confidence 
and vigour. 

Annual attendances 
went up by 900000 last 
season after six years of 
steep decline and this time 
the ingredients of skill, 
speed and excitement are 
being repeated in roughly 
the same proportions. 

The new end-of-season 
play-offs to decide promo- 
tion and relegation are a 
Proven attraction. They 
are a complicated but ex- 
citing way of reducing the 
English First Division to 20 
clubs. 2 

Appropriately, in the 
league’s centenary sea- 
son teams are resuscitat- 
ing the spirit of fair play, 
and are being more 
adventurous. The young 
stars now making their 
presence felt are encour- 
aged to use their talent to 
the full. 

One of these new young 
players, Nottingham 
‘Forest midfielder —_ Neil 
Webb, excelled for the 
league side against the 
rest of the world in the 
Centenary Classic at 
Wembley, and is now de- 
termined to gain a regular 
place in the English squad. 

He missed three in- 
ternational call-ups at the 
end of last season through 
injury, but has forced him- 
self back into contention 
with his eye-catching 
Wembley performance. 


He knows he has to 
sustain his form through 
the “bread and butter” 
league games if he is to 
win his first England cap 
— and he started off bril- 
llantly, being the 
architect of Forest's 2-1 
away victory at Chariton 


Athletic on the opening 
day. 
Another newcomer to 


make this mark in the 


~ centenary match was 
Chelsea's neat, com- 
posed defender Steve 


Clark. He was signed for 
£325 000 from Scottish 
club St Mirren, having re- 
jected the chance to join 
Celtic, and his perform- 
ances in his first few 
months in the league 
earned him a place in the 
Scotland squad. 

Newcastle United 
avoided relegation last 
season due to a rousing 
finish that was owed to the 
return from prolonged in- 
jury of their beefy 20-year- 
old striker Paul Gas- 
coigne. Already a star of 
the Young England team, 
he has a delightful touch 
and an appetite for the 
fray, and is a name to look 
out for this season. 

Newly promoted Derby 
County meanwhile have 
22-year-old Phil Gee up 
front in their bid to consoli- 
date their First Division 
position. Until recently a 


painter and decorator, he 
has explosive pace from a 
standing start, which is a 
quality that defenders fear 
most in any attacker. 

Derby, naturally an- 
xious to stay up, have 
made a big investment in 
the ageing goalkeeper 
Peter Shilton, whom they 
signed from Southampton 
last summer. 

Reigning champions 
Everton are battling to re- 
tain their title under new 
manager Colin Harvey de- 
spite having a long injury 
list at the beginning of the 
season. 


Strong Midfield 


They have a very 
strong midfield of Peter 
Reid, Kevin Sheedy and 
the young fan Snodin. 
Slightly built and quick 
tempered, Snodin can- 
not only run and tackle 
all day — essential attri- 
butes for a midfielder in 
the fast and tough 
league — but also has 
close ball control. 

The Football League 
has always been domin- 
ated by Celts. Indeed, it 
was founded by one, a 
Scotsman named McGre- 
gor. At one stage last sea- 
son Liverpool, who 
finished second, did not 
have a single Englishman 
in their side! 

One Scottish player to 
watch out for is Arsenal 
striker Charlie Nicholas, 
who helped his side win 
the Littlewood’s Cup (the 
League Cup) last season 
and whose goals kept 
them up among the lead- 
ers throughout, despite it 
being a very young team. 

Manager George Gra- 
ham (another Scot) has 
bought striker Alan Smith 
from Leicester to supple- 
ment Nicholas's skills, and 
Nigel Winterburn from 
Wimbledon. 

But he has lost defender 
Viv Anderson to Manches- 
ter United. Anderson, 
who, while at Nottingham 
Forest, 
black player to play for 
England, should add drive 
to a United team that had a 
disastrous start last sea- 
son and ended up 
eleventh. A lot depends on 
the fitness of England’s 
captain, the injury-prone 
Bryan Robson. 

For at least the next 
three years the league will 
be officially known as the 
Barclays League, follow- 
ing the sign of a £4.55 mil- 
lion sponsorship deal with 
the famous bank in the 
week the new season 


began. 
Lifeline To 
Poorer Clubs 


The biggest ever 
sponsorship agreement 
in British sport, it Is a life- 
line to some of the poor- 
er Third and Fourth Divi- 
sion clubs. At the other 
end of the league, the 


became the first, 


First Division cham- 
pions will receive a prize 
of £50 000. 

All 92 league clubs will 
benefit, and as if to justify 
this act of faith, the centen- 
ary season began more 
buoyantly than for many 
years. 

Apart from the game be- 
coming more open at the 
top, with underdogs more 
often beating the big 
fashionable clubs, interest 
has grown in the lower divi- 
sions. 

Scarborough have 
joined the league, enter- 
ting the Fourth Division 
thanks to the new pyramid 
system throughout the 
country, in which non- 
league clubs can keep 
being promoted. 

The GM Vauxhall Con- 
ference has become the 
league’s ‘“‘fifth division’. 
Scarborough, by winning it 
last season, automatically 
gained promotion to the 
Football League. 

The centenary celebra- 
tions will continue with a 
series of matches, 
culminating in a tourna- 
ment next August for the 
top eight clubs. 

The English Football 
League remains the one 
that the rest of the football 
world watches with in- 
terest and admiration. 
Every week in the season, 
its matches are shown on 
television in 40 countries. 

And it all started 100 
years ago after a Scots- 
man, having seen his team 
get knocked out of the FA 
Cup in an early round, 
leaving it with no more 
competitive matches, 


Charlie Nicholas helps Arsenal win the Littlewoods Cup and has since moved over the border to 
Aberdeen of Scotland. é 


ENGLISH first division Soccer club Queen’s THE RO OF HONO 
Park Rangers are facing a legal battle over = 
the tackle that ended the career of Tot- 1956 Matthews (Blackpool) 3 
tenham full back Danny Thomas. 1957 Di Stéfano (Real Madrid) 
Thomas plans to claim damages against the 1958 Kopa (Real Madrid) 
club and defender Gavin Maguire over the inci- 1959 Di Stéfano (Read Madrid) 3 


dent last March at White Hart Lane. 


thoughts nightibe:aigood Thomas, 26, was carried from the field with se- pie Suerer (eC Barco) 
idea to have a competition Merechibs PRES eS 1961 Sivori (Juventus) NY 
ligaments in his right knee. Surgeons say he 
that guaranteed regular will never play football again. 1962 Masopust (Dukla Prague) 
wey games throughout QPR boss Jim Smith says the club would back | 1963 Yashin (Dinamo Moscow) 
the whole season. 20-year-old Maguire all the way against the law- 1964 Law (Manchester United) 
2 suit. “Gavin has got to stand up for himself, but 1965 Eusebio (Benfica) 
we'll help by offering all the protection we can,” he 1966 B.Charlton (Manchester United) 
said. 1967 Albert (Ferencvaros) 
Maguire was shocked by news of the legal ac- 1968 Best (Manchester United) 
tion. “I went to see Danny in hospital and thought 41969 Rivera (Milan AC) 
Cue Wes night between ed he said. 1970 Muller (Bayern Munich) 
The tackle wasn't intentional. | didn't meant to 1971 Cruyff (Ajax) 
hurt him. I'm very sorry for what happened and that r 
he has had to quit, but I’m innocent.” 1972 Beckenbauer (Bayern Munich) 
Players union leader Gordon Taylor is hoping 1973 Cruyff (FC Barcelona) 
the matter does not reach the courts. “Clubs do 1974 Cruyff (FC Barcelona) z 
take out insurances to cover players, so we hope it 1975 Blokin (Dinamo Kiev) , 
can be settled that way.”” 1976 Beckenbauer (Bayem Munich) 
1977 Simonsen (Borussia Mc’Gladbach) 
Ei ee oe i ei ea ee: 1978 Keegan (Hamburg) 
i : seat i A = See 1979 Keegan (Hamburg) 
ae 3 =! > F = -1980 Rummenigge (Bayern Munich) 
: i ee i 2: eee : 1981 Rummenigge (Bayern Munich) 4 
7 1982 Rossi (Juventus) ‘ y 
1987 proved a very good year for Dutch star RUUD GULLIT. 1983 Platini (Juventus) } 
Not only was he named European Footballer of the Year, the Milan 1984 Platini (Juventus) 
striker was also chosen as World Player of the Year. 1985 Platini (Juventus) 
UK monthly World Soccer named Dutch star Ruud Gullit of AC Milan as their 1986 Belanov (Dinamo Kiev) 


Player of the Year. 


Readers of World Soccer, Dutch weekly Voetbal and Belgian magazine Foot 


voted Gullit player of the year, Johan Cruyff manager of the year and FC Porto team 


of the year. 


Gullit won in a landslide — even allowing for the lowlands bias — collecting 38.5% 
of the votes, from Diego Maradona (13.1) and the other ‘Milanese’ Dutchman, Marco 


van Basten (8.8). 


The dreadlocked Gullit inspired Holland to a place in next June’s European 
Championship, their first major tournament since 1980, scoring two fine goals to 
give the Dutch a vital 2-0 win in Poland. 


1. Ruud Gullit (Milan AC). 
2. Paolo Futre (At. Madrid) . 
3. Emilio Butraguefio (Real Madrid) . 
4. Michel (Real Madrid) 
5. Gary Lineker (FC Barcelona).. 
6. John Barnes (Liverpool) ..... 
7. Marco van Basten (Milan AC) 


i i i . Gianluca Vialli (Sampdoria)... 2 : 
At 24 he became the second most expensive player of all time (behind Maradona) 8. Gianl 3 ~ +2 
when he joined AC Milan from PSV Eindhoven for $11 million. 9. Bryan Robson (Manchester United) tf 4 
He followed this success with a 15 point win over Atletico Madrid’s Portuguese 10. Klaus Allofs (Marseilles) 6 tp 
import Paolo Futre in the European award. 11. Glenn Hysen (Fiorentina) - 6 i 
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